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Sources

In Sweden there is an unbroken su ccession  o f annual offic ia l statistics on 

the population from  the year 1749 in the famous T abellverket. But m odern r e 

search  has proved it possib le  to produce a sort o f population statistics also for  the 

period  b e fore  Tabellverket, so that even parts of the 1 7 ^  century can be covered , 

som ething that was form erly  thought to be im possib le.

The sou rces o f these statistical investigations are mainly the follow ing:

1. Taxation lis ts , viz. , on the one hand annual lists  such as the grain- 
tithe lis ts , reg isters  of land (jord eböcker ) and poll tax reg isters  (m antalslängder ), 

and on the other hand tem porary  lis ts  such as the A lvsborgs lösen  of 1571. Such 

reg is te rs  are generally  available from  the m iddle of the 16th century, and in 

tem porary  and loca l form s as early  as the M iddle Ages.

These fisca l sou rces  are m ostly  to be found in Kam m ararkivet in Stock
holm .

2. E cc le s ia stica l parish  reg isters  such as soca lled  m inisteria l books, 

i. e. reg isters  o f baptism  (births), burial (deaths) and m arriages and, above all, 

catechetica l lis ts  (husförhörslängder ).

The earliest of such reg is te rs  date back to the first half o f the 17th century, 

but not until 1686 they w ere ordered  in law.

T hese ecc le s ia stica l sou rces are kept in the different church arch ives.

The taxation lis ts  are for the m ost part unsatisfactory sou rces fo r  de

m ographic investigations, as one must allow fo r  the fact that very  many people
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tried  to avoid taxes. B etter resu lts may be expected from  an examination o f the 

e cc le s ia s tica l parish  reg is ters , which constitute the basis for the o ffic ia l population 

statistics contained in the above-m entioned T abellverket from  its beginning in the 

m iddle of the 18*^ century.

The oldest of the catechetica l lis ts  generally include only persons who had 

been examined on their knowledge of Scirpture.

We ca ll these lis ts  incom plete catechetical lists .

But som etim es, even in the 17th century, one finds catechetical lis ts  

covering all person s, both children and adults.

We ca ll these lis ts  com plete catechetical lists .

Of course the com plete catechetica l lis ts  are the m ost important from  the 

viewpoint o f population studies.

E specia lly  in Dalarna (D alecarlia ) but also in other Swedish prov in ces we 

have found severa l such com plete catechetical lis ts  from  the period  b e fore  T a b e ll

verket.

Yet we d on 't known, how many com plete catechetica l lis ts  th ere.are in the 

Swedish church arch ives from  the tim e before  1750, but it must be a lot o f them.

It is however a very  great and tim espending work to investigate all these ca tech e

tica l lis ts  in order to get a m ore  extensive population statistic for the old Sweden.

The catechetical lists  have generally  been used fo r  som e years. Som e

tim es there was only a couple o f years before  the p arish -p riest drew up a new c a 

techetical list for his parish but in other cases the catechetical lis t could be used 

fo r  a considerably long tim e.

The catechetical lis ts  do not m erely  give the nam es of the parish ioners. 

They also give data concerning their dom icile , their fam ily  status and their em ploy

ment, and their knowledge of Scripture. Most of the lists  include notices o f deaths, 
though not always with the date. The best lis ts  a lso  give the year o f birth and, 
som etim es, the p lace of birth and notes concerning the m arriages contracted. R e
m ovals are often entered in the lis ts , though it is only in exceptional cases  that 

these notes are com plete and provided with exact dates.

B eside these com plete catechetical lis ts  there exists also som e com plete 
population lists who are drawn up for a specia l occasion . In Östergötland we have
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found such com plete population lists  from  the year 1686. on that occasion  the 

bishop had ordered the parish  p riests  to draw up specia l lis ts  of the total popula - 

tion before  his visitation in their parishes.

Methods

C ritica l Examination of the P arish  R egisters

The reg isters  of baptism s, m arriages and burials have as a rule been 

found usable fo r  statistica l analysis.

The catechetical lis ts  on the contrary have in m ost cases been put on one 

side as undecipherable. Our investigations give how ever a method to use them 

statistically .

B e fore  the working up o f the m inisteria l books and the catechetical lists  

it is of cou rse  n ecessary  to undertake a detailed c r it ic ism  of the documents.

The m ost im portant aspect of the cr it ica l scrutiny is  the question as to 

how far the parish  reg isters  con form  with reality . Our investigation with re feren ce  

to this question are based on the fact that the different registrations of one and the 

sam e group o f individuals are ca rr ied  out on different occasions and som etim es by 
different person s. If these lis ts  are collated  with each other it should be possib le 

to establish  their agreem ent with reality  fa irly  sa tisfactorily .

The com pleteness of the reg isters  of baptism s has been ascertained by 

collation  with the reg isters  o f burials for  the nearest follow ing years. It can be 

proved  that in Dalarna on an average 96 % o f the names of the deceased persons in 

the reg is ters  of buria ls are also to be found in the reg is ters  of baptism s.

In severa l cases it has a lso  been possib le  to com pare the reg isters  of 

baptism s with the catechatical lis ts . The result in on the whole equally favourable.

Sim ilar com parisons o f individuals ca rr ied  out on the reg isters  of m a r

r iages and burials point in the sam e d irection . One can thus re fe r  to the D alecarlian  

reg is te rs  of baptism s, m arriages and burials as, for  the tim e before Tabellverket, 

a good statistical sou rce  m aterial. E xceptions from  the rule are few.

The establishm ent of the a ccu racy  o f the catechetical lists requ ires c o m 
parison  with severa l sou rces. At first we have to collate  them with the m in isteria l 
books, through controling that all contem porary  living persons noted in the r e g is 

ters  of baptism s, m arriages and deaths are also listed  in the catechatical lists .
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But also sou rces  of secu lar origin  must be used. We have to con trol that 

all persons noted in the different contem porary taxation lis ts , o f which the annual 

poll tax (mantalslangd ) is the m ost im portant, are a lso  reg istered  in the ca tech eti

ca l lists .

Our different investigations have shown that the com plete catechetical lis ts  

are in general reliable instruments in a statistical study o f the population.

Dating of the Catechetical L ists

We have found that the catechetical lis ts  are m ost carefu lly  kept during 

the first period  of their existence. This together with certain  other circum stances 

ju stifies one in asserting that only a calcu lation  o f the population based on the 
period  during which a certain  catechetica l lis t was drawn up can give a tenable 

result.

Thus first of all the date for the drawing up of the catechetical list must 
be established. The dates found on the documents them selves have often been ad

ded afterw ards and may be quite erroneous.

The sim plest way o f ascertaining the true date is by com paring with p e r 

sonal data in the reg is ters  o f baptism s, m arriages and burials.

If two persons noted in the reg ister  o f m arriages are listed  as m arried  

in the nearest contem porary catechetical list, this list must have been drawn up 

after the date of their m arriage. Thus we have got a term inus post quern fo r  the 

drawing up of the ca tech etica l list.

On the other hand, if  at a later date m arried  person s are listed  as un

m arried  in the catechetica l list, this list must have been drawn up before  their 

wedding. Thus we have found a term inus ante quern for the catechetical list.

In general the reg isters  o f m arriages give us only a rather cou rse  dating 
o f the catechetical lis ts .

Perhaps we may reach longer with the aid of the reg ister  o f baptism s. If 

a newborn child is originally  listed  in the catechetical list, this list must been 
drawn up after the b a b y 's  baptism . So we may get a better term inus post quern. It 
is how ever som etim es difficult to establish that the child  rea lly  is listed in the 
catechetica l list by the drawing-up point o f the list. It may be that the priest has 
noted the ch ild ’ s name perhaps a year later.

56



The reg is te r  o f burials is the best sou rce  for establishing the drawing-up 

date o f the catechetical list. It has much m ore names than has the reg ister  of m a r

riages. And esp ecia lly  by finding out wether the deceased persons noted in the r e 

g is te r  o f buria ls are included in the catechetical list or not one can establish  with 

a fa ir degree of accu racy  the tim e when the catechetical list was drawn up.

C alculations o f the Population Based upon Com plete C atechetical L ists

The calculation o f the population reg istered  in com plete catechetical lists  

give us many problem s to solve.

As a catechetical list has in general been used for severa l yea rs , there 

are a lot o f notes who are made after the first drawing up of the list.

L ater born children and in -m igrants have been listed , while deceased 

person s and out-m igrants have been stroken. In connection with m arriages people 

have been m oved from  their orig inal fam ilies  and v illages and noted on new places 

in the catechetical list.

So much work has to be done in order to establish the original text of the 

first drawing-up. In the main two m ethods are applicable.

1. Through carefu l studies o f the catechetica l list itself.

In general it is possib le  with aid of the original handwriting to establish 

which people w ere noted by the first drawing-up of the list.

The attendance at the com m unions of different people also give us a good 
help to establish  whether they w ere living in the parish or not at the drawing-up of 

the catechetical list.

2. Through com parison  with other contem porary lists .

During the calculation o f the population in the catechetical list we have to 

do incessant con tro ls  in the reg isters  of baptism s, m arriages and burials.

But also the contem porary taxation lists  as grain-tithe lists , reg is ters  of 
land and, above all, the poll-tax  reg is ters  must be used in order to establish  that 
all people are noted who lived in the parish at the tim e of the drawing up of the 
catechetica l list.
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The methods in working up incom plete catechetica l lis ts  are as princip le 

the sam e as for the com plete lis ts . But the youngest ch ildren  must be added. These 

ch ildren  can be found in the reg ister  of baptism s and p laced  on their different fa 

m ilies  with exception, of cou rse , o f all ch ildren  who accord ing  to the reg ister  of 

burials were dead before  the drawing up of the catechetica l lists .

It is necessary  to make specia l investigations about fam ilies who had 

m igrated into the parish  or left it during the validity o f the catechetical list.

The m argin o f e r ro rs  in the calculations of the population based upon 

com plete catechetical lis ts  can be estim ated as + 1-3 %, upon incom plete ca tech eti
ca l lis ts  as ca  5 %.

V ariables for calcu lation  of the population in greater d istricts

As com plete catechetical lis ts  for the tim e be fore  Tabellverket only are 

to be found fo r  certain  parishes it is n ecessary  to fix the relation between the total 

population and specia l variab les, who are available for all parishes of the country 

and in continual se r ie s . The m ost important of these variab les in undoubtedly the 

annual po ll-tax  lis ts , which in general are available since about 1630.

If the relation poll-taxed  p eop le /to ta l number of people is known fo r  a 

sufficient number of parishes it is possib le  to get an acceptable figure for the total 
population with the aid of reg ress ion  analysis.

We hitherto have found that during the seventeenth century about 40 % of 

the total population living in the cit ies  and in the mining d istricts  w ere reg istered  

in the p o ll-tax  lis ts . In the agricu ltural d istr icts  in general only 3 0-3 5 % were 

noted. The variations from  year to year are nevertheless great.
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