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ABSTRACT: Analysis of remarriage in f9century Transylvania is an unexploited
research topic. The ethnical and religious diversif the population, as well as the
physical geographical variety and economic situatminthe region allow a multi-
perspective, comparative analysis of family and paiporh history. Present paper ex-
plores the impact of demographic factors and familgngosition on widowhood and
remarriage in two typical mountain villages in Szelled (in present-day Romania),
between 1838 and 1910. By using micro-level dat@das family reconstitutions we
found evidence of a significant role of family cosifon concerning the decision to
remarry for both widows and widowers. The resultsnoftivariate analysis show that
the age entering widowhood was a key-element fdr idows and widowers as the
probability of remarrying declined in parallel witthe growing age at dissolution of
marriage. The variables concerning family composititie number, age, and sex of
the children living in the families) influenced ttigance of remarrying. Both in the case
of widows and widowers, the presence of childresienrage 12 increased the chance of
remarrying. At the same time, the presence of an admtin the family decreased the
chance of the remarriages of widows because of ihiglgms related to inheritance.

1. INTRODUCTION

The death of a spouse used to change the everifdagflthe surviving
household members fundamentdllfthe widowed person lost some of the
material (property and income), emotional (mutuahmunication and empa-
thy) and social support (social network and statas)well as potential help

! The research project was supported by the Humg&téentific Research Fund (OTKA)
no. K73237 Bpatial differences in demographic processes amaweur in 18-20" century
Hungary). The construction of database was supported b8YLFF Young Leader’s Schol-
arship Foundation in 2007. Methodological knowledge acquired during an ICPSR summer
course in 2006LEngitudinal analysis of historical demographic &etnd a short-term scientific
training by COST Action A34Gender and well-being: work, family and public p@§. | also
thank Erzsébet Féldhazi and Martin Dribe for thsieful advice.

2 The author is a PhD candidate in History and culyés working as a Research Fellow
in the Hungarian Central Statistical Office — Denagric Research Institute, Buday Laszl6
utca 1-3, 1024, Budapest, Hungary. Please address cammunications to
pakotlevi@yahoo.com.

3 For the latest historical demographic and famiktdry approach on widowhood and
loss of parents, see Derosas and Oris 2002.
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with household chores and child raising that mgeiaad provided for them
(Dribe 2007). The surviving spouse had to decide twlive after loosing the
partner. Re-marriage was one of the possible ogfion

However, the intention to remarry was not suffitiém conclude another
marriage. It was also important whether the widoyv(eas considered as an
appropriate partner by their environment. Theinatibn was characterised by
numerous disadvantages (their age and children frarfirst marriage) and
also some advantages if they were property ownetsalieady had a house, a
farm and some income.

Historically legal regulations, cultural attitudespecific social circum-
stances and local marriage markets could alsoeinfla the decision to re-
marry. The options of widow(er)s were highly depemidupon gender, age,
socio-economic status and household composition.

Remarriage has been a somewhat neglected fieldnaifyf and population
history. The marriage model of John Haj{E965) considered only the first
marriage and remarriage can be regarded as a gugaiiable of this model
(Saito 2005: 174). Co-operation between historithographers and family
historians was facilitated by a conference abastttpic in 1981 (Dupaquier et
al. 1981; Oris 2003). Authotslefined gender and age as the most important
factors of remarriage. Later, new aspects enteredyses such as financial
status, inheritance, autonomy of women and the abfamily system$.More
recently scholars apply multivariate statisticaltmoels in the investigation of
factors influencing remarriage (complexity of theukehold, presence of chil-
dren etc.).

Analysis of remarriage in i“9century Transylvania is an unexploited re-
search topic. The ethnical and religious diversityhe population, as well as
the physical geographical variety and economicasita of the region allow a
multi-perspective, comparative analysis of famihdgopulation history. Pre-
sent paper focuses on remarriage in two typicalntan villages in Szekler-

4 By analysing village communities in Sweden, Maidiribe and his fellow researchers
enumerated many alternatives after widowhood: diyidual management of the household
with the support of family members or individualstgide the family; b) re-marriage to
maintain the continuity of the household; c) movioga household headed by own child or
his/her spouse; d) moving to a household headesblneone else; e) leaving the village.
The authors consider these choices as strategiesdofvs and widowers to survive the
difficult life conditions caused by spousal dedthilpe, Lundh and Nystedt 2007).

® Dupaquier 1981; reviewed by Watkins 1983.

5 For a detailed review of the literature on rensayei, see Oris and Ochiai 2002: 63-79.

" Some of the latest micro historical and quantieaipproaches on remarriage: Breschi
and Manfredini 2007; Breschi et al. 2009; Dribe, diorand Nystedt 2007; Kurosu 2007a;
Kurosu 2007b; Kurosu et al. 2008; Lundh 2007; Mdl@ni2003; Moring 2002a; Moring
2002b; Van Poppel 1995; Van Poppel 1998.
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land (in present-day Romania), Szentegyhazadfalmad Kapolnasfalva be-
tween 1838 and 1910. The aim of the study is tatifiethe demographic and
family factors of remarriage.

In Transylvania, there are very few data availairieremarriage from the
period before official statistics. After the Ausim-Hungarian Compromise of
1867, statistical recording became continuous, #nabling the identification
of local remarriage patterns (Faragé 2000). Howetier available descriptive
and aggregated data do not allow the investigabibfactors that influence
remarriage. Recent international studies recognisechecessity of individual
longitudinal data for analysing the impact of fanfdctors on remarriage.

The present paper is based on the analysis ohpaggsters and applies the
method of family reconstitution. Family reconsiitut has been criticised by
numerous scholars in the last decades (Ruggles; ¥&akoff and Adams
1995). However, international examples demonstratefamily reconstitution
data allow the use of multivariable statistical hoets (Gutmann and Alter
1993). Recent studies have convincingly demonstrttat family reconstitu-
tion data can be successfully applied in the ingasbn of remarriage (Knodel
1988; Knodel and Lynch 1985; McQuillan 2003).

The first part of the paper provides descriptivatistics. We describe the
marriage market, the frequency of widowhood by athe, change of re-
marriage propensity in time and by age, and geddtrences. The second
part of the paper presents event history or hamadels in order to explain
remarriage. The third and last part includes dptiee statistics again to de-
scribe the main characteristics of the new spouses.

2. THE COMMUNITIES: SZENTEGYHAZASFALVA AND KAPOLNAS
FALVA, 1838-1910

Szentegyhazasfalva and Kapolnasfalva are neighgpseitlements. They are
located along the southern skirts of Harghita Maunst in the eastern part of
Inner Transylvania, present-day Romania, at ab6Qtr8etres above sea level.
The territory belonged to the Austro-Hungarian Mchg during the investigated
period. The villages lay on the frontier, far fréine economic centres of Transyl-
vania. Their total population reached 4,000 in 1980s. The majority of their
inhabitants belonged to the Roman Catholic Chubake to their geographical
proximity (2 km) and the joint privileges receiviedm the Princes of Transylva-

8 |n Romanian: Mhita.
° In Romanian: @palnita.
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nia, the history of the two villages was closelgitocked: they formed one parish
until 1838 and one administrative unit until 1876.

The discovery of iron ore sites close to the vilagand the opening of
mines were important events in thé"I@ntury history of the two settlements.
An industrial plant, Szentkeresztbanya was foundefdw kilometres away
from the villages in the 1850s, which provided dpgortunity for the locals to
secure some extra income. Due to contemporary diaband infrastructural
conditions, mining remained a small-scale entegpris

The majority of villagers were smallholders, anditHiving was provided
by lumbering and woodwork in the communally ownedods and extensive
animal husbandry. Timbering and woodwork was cdraat within a cottage
industrial framework that required the close coapien of related families.
The number of water-driven sawmills operated byirgils or close relatives
reached 100 according to the cadastre of 1909 (B4I@P8; Molnar 1974).
The economic development of Inner Transylvaniaedhishe demand for
woodenware. Timber used in construction and adticeilwas transported in
carriages by male family members towards the afjuially more developed
and more urbanised Southern Transylvanian regions.

Besides their geographic and economic conditidres pbpulation of the set-
tlements was characterised by particular pattdrdemographic behaviour (Table
1). Apart from the dynamic increase of the popaiatind its young age structure,
the common demographic characteristics of the tilages included relatively
high fertility, low emigration and relatively highfant and child mortality (Pakot
2003; Pakot 2008%ri and Pakot 2009). Between 1786 and 1869, the latipu
doubled. After 1869, epidemics (cholera in 1873) ertreased infant and child
mortality in the 1870s and 1880s slowed down thisgase, however, a signifi-
cant increase took place around the turn of theuoerAn important characteristic
of demographic behaviour was universal and earlyiage. Average age at first
marriage was 20-21 years for females and 25-2% yenmales. The ratio of
unmarried people among the old was very low. Statigious and community
regulations forbade divor¢é The influence of the Roman Catholic Church was
present in other aspects of everyday life'foo.

19 For a history of the privileges of the communitiese Herman 1999; for a detailed ac-
count of public administration changes and the @ss®f losing the privileges in the 1870s,
see Pal 2003.

n the 19 century, we found only four married couples whpmsedly divorced.

121n a subregional or regional perspective, the oemational diversity of the county’s vil-
lages may influence the variety of marriage reguriat Regulation on divorce is a good exam-
ple: the Roman Catholic Church forbade it, wheRrasestant Churches were more permissive.
Therefore, divorce was a tolerated — although ridehy spread — practice in Protestant villages
of the county. For more information on the institntof divorce and the regulation on divorce
under 18 century Reformed Church of Transylvania, see Kb&m2009.
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Household structure was mainly characterised bieia $amily system, in
which one child — generally one of the adult somemained with the old par-
ents and lived there with his wife after gettingrrieed. However, nuclear fami-
lies were the most common household type due to &itylt and old age mor-
tality. Due to the dominant economic role of mergrmnage was virilocal or
neolocal.

Table 1
Selected demographic indicators of the two comriasnit

Szentegyhazasfalva and Kapolnasfalva (1900Q)

Male Female
SMAM 27.2 20.9
Celibacy 2.0 2.0
& 30.7 30.6
lg 0.735

Szentegyhéazasfalva and Kapolnasfalva (1868)
Household type Population Meansri];)éjseholc

Nuclear 715 71.0 4.4
Complex 195 26.0 6.0
Solitaries 6.3 1.4 1.0
No structure 2.6 0.5 2.6
Total 100.0 100.0
N 757 1761

Source Census 1900; Parish registers of Szentegyhazasfalg Kapolnasfalva; Com-
munion books of Szentegyhazasfalva and Kapolnast®68—1880

Note SMAM is the singulate mean age at marriage; aeltis defined as the proportion
never married at age 5Q; denotes life expectancy at birtid the Princeton index of mari-
tal fertility
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3. SOURCES

We reconstructed the demographic behaviour of k@mmed settlements
from parish register data. An electronic databaze eompiled from parish regis-
ters between 1776 and 1943. Based on the prinaipldee family reconstitution
method set by Louis Henry and Michel Fleury (Fleand Henry 1985; Henry
and Blum 1988) and making use of available compagrdatabase management
facilities, we were able to reconstitute the mogtartant demographic events of
families and individuals by applying time-consumnegord linking.

When investigating widowhood and remarriage, datanmarriage are of
high importance. Marriages that took place in Segyhtdzasfalva and Kapol-
nasfalva were recorded jointly until 1838. Afterg¢nasfalva became an in-
dependent parish, marriages were registered separathe parish registers of
the two villages. In the first decades of thd' t@ntury, entries included infor-
mation on the date of marriage, names of bridetaitbgroom, and the name
of the celebrating priest. From 1822, informationtbe age and family status
of bride and bridegroom were added to the recdttise of residence, religion
and parents’ name of the new couple were also dedofrom 1857 (and spo-
radically from 1840). Registering the date of bighboth the bride and the
bridegroom instead of their age at marriage stairieti926. Occupation and
social status were recorded inconsistently. Thelldarmer” is frequently used
in a general sense. In accordance with contemparayiage customs, mar-
riages took place where the bride lived. Therefore,can draw a relatively
reliable picture about marriages of local womenyéeer, marriages of local
men that took place somewhere else remain unknown.

Using family reconstitution data for the analysésemarriage face a spe-
cific problem. Reconstitution studies usually hawedefine the population at
risk. According to the rule of Louis Henry, one klseparate the continued
presence of a family during a particular period &mel examined behaviour
itself. This rule put major limits on the analysisremarriage. By following the
sampling strategy of John Knodel and Kevin McQil{&model 1988; Knodel
and Lynch 1985; McQuillan 2003), this study mayameonly a fraction of the
couples. Our data set includes couples who mamiexhe of the villages and
for whom the death certificates for both partnees available. This conserva-
tive approach ensures that widow(er)s are followedl remarriage or death. A
drawback of this method is that it uses a non-rEtive sample of the total
population; therefore, individuals leaving the Ieetient after the death of their
spouse are excluded from the analysis. Consequemdyunderestimate the
relationship between emigration and marriage:@fitidividuals left the village
in order to get married, the study underestimdtedikelihood of remarriage.
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Due to the nature of family reconstitution data, wee’e no information on
migration. No data are available on the numbendividuals who left the vil-
lages and on the date of their emigration. Peaple fother settlements may
have moved back to their villages after the dedttheir spouse. Others may
have left in order to find a job or to remarry. Téfere it should be kept in
mind that emigration, death and remarriage werepebimg risks after the ter-
mination of the marriag¥’

Table 2 describes the construction of the sampbeip@s married between
1820 and 1910 constitute the total sample. AIm88% 2f them were excluded
due to missing data on the date of death. If wepasg that the death of all
adults was registered, these individuals must baes alive at the end of 1941,
the end of the data collection period, or they k& village after getting mar-
ried or widowed.

Table 2
The diminishing number of cases in the completgkaof couples in the
reconstitution study on widowhood and remarriage

| Characteristics of couples | N | % ofall couples
All couples with marriage date between 1820 and)191 2824 100.0
Couples with end of union date 2391 84.7
Death dates known for both partners 2026 717
End of union between 1838 and 1910 1402 49.6
Age at widowhood is less than 65 1247 44.1

Source Parish registers of Szentegyhdzasfalva and Kapfaiva.

The final sample is the result of further data cid@. It contains couples
whose marriage terminated between 1838 and 191@hanaige at widowhood
was 65 or less. Hereby we tried to avoid that iildisls becoming widow(er)s
at an old age dominate the sample. For instanegreage that was terminated
in 1930 could have been included in the sampléédf gurviving partner died
until 1941. During this period, however, those wider)s were more likely to
die who had been old at widowhood, therefore, thag less opportunities in
the marriage market.

13 For measurement difficulties of remarriage, se@ Wappel 1998: 348-349; Blom
1991; Watkins 1983.
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4. THE DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF WIDOWHOOD

Examining the distribution of marriages by marisatus is a common
method for analysing remarriage (Table 3). During éxamined period, 25%
of total marriages were concluded by widows or widrs. The most frequent
type among these marriages was concluded betweddoaver and a single
woman or a widow and a widower. These two marrigges constituted 40%-
40% of all marriages. The remaining 20% were catailibetween bachelors
and widows. Thus remarriage was characterised bglegedifferences: widows
remarried in smaller proportion than widowers. Heere it is not gender dif-
ferences but the high proportion of marriages amhedl by widows and wid-
owers that characterised the examined population.

Table 3
Distribution of marriages and mean age at marridgemen and women by
prior marital status and year of marriage

Prior marital status of spouses
Year of Bachelor and| Widower Bachelor and|  Widower Total
marriage spinster and spinster widow and widow
N [ % N [ % N | % N % N | %

Distribution
1838-1874 908 725 138 11.0 68 54 138 11.0 1252 0.010
1875-1909 952 72.3 148 11.2 83 6.3 133 10.1 1316 0.010
1838-1909 1860 724 286 11.1 151 5.8 271  10.5 256800.0
Age at marriage for men
1838-1874 25.2 37.2 26.6 47.9 29.3
1875-1909 26.1 38.2 27.3 49.5 29.8
1838-1909 25.7 37.6 27.6 48.7 29.6
Age at marriage for women
1838-1874 21.2 24.3 30.1 41.6 24.8
1875-1909 21.2 23.2 32.9 44.5 24.0
1838-1909 21.2 23.8 317 43.0 24.4

Source Parish registers of Szentegyhazasfalva and Kapfalva.

1 In the pre-industrial communities of Western Eeropidower-widow marriages were
only 20% of total remarriages concluded by widowsviolowers (Oris and Ochiai 2002: 67).
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The distribution of marriages concluded by widowsvidowers is not suf-
ficient to make any conclusions, since differenicesmigration, mortality and
first marriage may significantly influence the poofion of remarriages after
spousal death within all marriages. Analysing thermmenon of widowhood
may provide a clearer picture.

Table 4 describes the first widowhood experiencéath males and fe-
males. According to life table calculations, thekrof widowhood increased in
parallel with age. There are great gender diffezenDue to early marriage, the
age difference between wife and husband and high embrtality, almost 10%
of the hypothetic female cohort became widow by dige of 30. During the
reproductive age (age 20—40), the risk of widowhisdaigher for men than for
women owing to the higher mortality of females hessa of childbearing.
Above the age of 40, the risk of widowhood roselfoth sexes and it gradually
became twice as high among women as among men.diffégsence may be
explained by higher male mortality and the ageedéiice between the spouses.
All'in all, married woman aged 30 lost their partoe average 28.5 years later.
The corresponding figure is 31.3 for nign.

15 For the sake comparison, 30 year-old men and wdostrtheir spouses on average
33.4 years later between 1812 and 1900 in Sailagerin Eastern Belgium (Alter, Capron,
Neven and Oris 2002: 392).
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The annual number of widowhoods demonstrates mtaldactuation in
the short- and medium term (Figure 1). It is difftcto define clear temporal
tendencies for this specific non-representativepantHowever, the effects of
a typhus epidemic in 1850 and a cholera epidemi@#8 are clearly visible.

50

o

—o— By death of husban
40

—=— By death of wife

Source Parish registers of Szentegyhazasfalva and Kapfaiva.
Note Couples with union date between 1838 and 1910.

Figure 1
The number of marital dissolutions by death, Szgti@zasfalva and
K4polnasfalva, 1838-1910

5. THE DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF REMARRIAGE

For the study of remarriage, the longitudinal mdthas to be extended to
the period after widowhood. Therefore we definedbservation period span-
ning 10 years after widowhood. The observation rofralividual lasted until
the first event (remarriage or death) or until &mel of the 10-year observation
period.

Table 5 shows the cumulative probability of rensye after widowhood.
Strong gender differences can be observed: widowaersrried in a higher
proportion and within a shorter period after thattieof their spouse than wid-
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ows did. The likelihood of women for remarriagensiigantly increased after
the year of mourning was over (usually 10 montherahe death of the hus-
band). Overall, almost two thirds of men and 42%wvofmen managed to re-
marry within five years after widowhood. This résakems to validate the
conclusion from macro studies that the proportibmeonarrying females was

higher in the Transylvanian Basin than the nati@wa&rage in the last third of
the 19" century (Faragé 2000: 434).

since dissolution, by period of dissolution and agevidowhood.

Table 5
Life-table estimates of the proportion of those aatying, by the elapsed time

Szentegyhazasfalva and Kapolnasfalva, 1838-1910

Proportion remarrying within
3 6 12 24 60 120
months | months | months | months | months | months
Males
Period of dissolution
1838-1874 0.166 0.351 0.487 0.596 0.676 0.685
1875-1909 0.184 0.336 0.449 0.565 0.633 0.652
Age at widowhood
<35 0.309 0.530 0.716 0.849 0.902 0.911
35-44 0.223 0.448 0.603 0.735 0.815 0.829
45-54 0.140 0.307 0.395 0.527 0.626 0.641
55-64 0.063 0.129 0.209 0.257 0.297 0.310
Total 0.175 0.343 0.467 0.579 0.653 0.668
Females
Period of dissolution
1838-1874 0.020 0.055 0.162 0.301 0.451 0.509
1875-1909 0.011 0.053 0.141 0.263 0.395 0.460
Age at widowhood
<35 0.043 0.181 0.390 0.677 0.854 0.910
35-44 0.018 0.025 0.127 0.271 0.519 0.625
45-54 0.005 0.021 0.070 0.154 0.242 0.294
55-64 0.000 0.012 0.062 0.094 0.141 0.152
Total 0.015 0.054 0.150 0.280 0.420 0.482

Source Parish registers of Szentegyhazasfalva and Kapfaiva.

There is a close relationship between age at widodland the probability
of remarriage. The majority of men who became widdwnder age 45 remar-
ried within a short period of time: about half dfetn remarried within 6
months. The proportion of remarrying males decréas@arallel with increas-
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ing age at widowhood: only one third of men who gidowed at age 55-64
remarried within 10 years.

The negative effect of age was stronger among wdireanamong men. Fe-
males widowed under age 35 had better chances imalriage market than older
ones. Those becoming widows at a later age rerdaafier a longer period.
About 30% of females widowed at age 45-54 managedttup a new marriage,
whereas only 15% of women widowed at age 55-64esaland in doing so.

The distribution of remarriages by period demortesra slowly decreasing
tendency for both sexes. However, no apparent dsermok place. Our data
do not coincide with previous results about therelesing frequency of re-
marriage by subsequent historical time periods.

Figures 2—3 provide a clearer and more detailetlifgic Kaplan-Meier sur-
vival functions demonstrate the decreasing proportif not remarrying males
and females in parallel with time elapsed sinceowigood. Since the values
are cumulative, the curves are monotonously deiorgaSurvival functions
provide information on the changing risk of remage and the proportion of
individuals at risk as well. Survival functions ejpdy decrease during the peri-
ods when the risk of remarriage is high and theysdowly decreasing or flat
during periods of low remarriage risk.

1840-1874 1840-1874
1 1875-1909 1 1875-1909
0,9 0,91
0,8 0,81
0,74 0,71
0,6 1 0,6 1
0,5 0,51
0,4 0,4
0,31 0,31
0,2 0,21
0,1 0,1
0 T T T T T 0 T T T T T
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 0 20 40 60 80 100
Months after death of the spouse Months after death of the spouse
Women Men

Source Parish registers of Szentegyhdzasfalva and Kapfaiva.

Figure 2
Proportions of remarrying women and men by elafigad since dissolution,
by period of dissolution (Kaplan—Meier survival ftions). Szentegyhazasfalva
and K4polnasfalva (Romania), 1838-1910

120
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0,9 s
0,8 e
0,7
0,6
0,5
0,4
0,3
0,2 1
0,1

0 T T T
0 20 40 60

80 100 120

Months after death of the spouse

Women

<35 35-44

20 40 60 80 100 120

Months after death of the spouse

Men

Source Parish registers of Szentegyhazasfalva and Kapfalva.

Figure 3
Proportions of remarrying women and men by elag#ed since dissolution,
by age at widowhood (Kaplan—Meier survival funcliddzentegyhazasfalva
and Kapolnasfalva (Romania), 1838-1910

The subsequent table indicates that gender differeimare even more pro-
nounced in remarriage. The majority of remarryinglea found a new spouse
within the first 2 years, whereas it took 5 yeass the majority of widowed

women. Men responded more quickly to the negatiress caused by spousal

death.

Regarding men, the negative effect of age is tlemgest among individuals
aged between 55-64. In the case of younger colibgsjsk of remarriage is
almost identical during the first months after widwod. It suggests that the
negative impact of age affected life in the perggbsequent to widowing
slowly and gradually. The negative impact of age stonger among women
and started to take effect immediately after beagrmiidow.

The period of widowing had a negative effect afidfew years had passed
since the event. Again, this impact was strongemfomen than for men. It
seems that remarriages between 1875 and 1910 ws$o@l place during the
first few years after widowhood. In the last quade19" century and the first
decades of 2bcentury, the process of adaptation after widowhwad shorter
and the negative period effect can be demonstfetedthe third year after the
loss of the spouse.
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Concerning the explanation of gender differencesemarriage, we may
rely on the arguments of a Swedish researcherstehriundh (Lundh 2007:
378-379). According to Lundh, gender differences ha explained by the
following factors. Firstly, assuming the role okthead of the household was
an accepted and “normal” situation for married raed it was not threatened
by widowhood and/or remarriage. As the head ohihwsehold, the man repre-
sented the household for the outside world (forltdwal community, village
leaders or the landlord). Women, especially in peasant strata, were scarcely
able to cover the expenses of the household amrdoiadr the tasks of their late
spouse. Women having rented land had to remarry soorder to keep the
land.

Secondly, it must have been easier to find a wowlam was able to take
household chores than to meet a man who can pregdauch financial sup-
port as the late spouse. Widows or spinsters whe able to do household
work were considered as potential wives. Widowsdedea new partner who
was able to carry out the same tasks as the lateahd, who possessed land, a
work contract or an own house. The restricted nunabeavailable men im-
peded or postponed the remarriage of landowningwisd

Thirdly, a widower could bring more property to awi marriage than a
widow, which inequality ensured a better position fmales in the marriage
market. Fourthly, a widow may have lost her legghts regarding property
and her position as the head of the householdeifrsmarried. Finally, the psy-
chological burden associated with remarriage chale been more severe for
widows than for widowers. Adult children, espegiadimong landowning peas-
ants, had the right to declare their disagreemegarding the remarriage of
their mother. Since one of the adult children uguiok over the farm from
the widowed mother, the remarriage intentions afomis and the expectations
of her children could have been in conflict withcleather. In the following
section we investigate the validity of above staets by applying event his-
tory analysis.

6. EVENT HISTORY ANALYSIS

In the previous chapter we have demonstrated #mairiage patterns and
risks differed by gender and age. We used stepsvisat history models with
demographic and family context variables.

Demographic characteristics are measured by twahlas: the number of
months elapsed since widowhood and age at widowh8otte remarriage
usually took place within the first few years afteidowhood, 6 categorical
variables were generated that measured the nunfbmoiths elapsed since
start of widowhood: : 0-3 months, 3-6 months, 6ridhths, 12—24 months,
24—-60 months and 60—-120 months. As the first virialas used as the refer-
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ence category, we had 5 dummy variables. Age abwhdod was broken

down into 4 categories: below 35, between 35-4#yden 45-54 and between
55-64. The first one is the reference categoryckviidicates the reproductive
age in which the majority of children were born.

Family composition was measured with three categbriariables includ-
ing information on the presence of children. Thistfone referred to the pres-
ence and gender of children under age 12 at treeafavidowhood: no child;
only son(s); only daughter(s); at least one sonarmdaughter. The latter one
was used as reference category and three dummgbiesiwere created. This
variable indicates not only the presence of childrethe household but also
their gender. The second variable refers to thegmee of daughter(s) aged
between 12-22 at widowhood (yes or no). The théngable indicates the pres-
ence of son(s) aged between 12-25 at widowhoodbfyes).

By including the period of widowhood, historicainié also assumed a role
in the model. Two periods were differentiated —wesn 1838-1874 and be-
tween 1875-1910 — regarding demographic aspedigrefis (primarily chol-
era) gradually disappeared after 1874 among thi pdpulation. The place of
residence of individuals in the sample was alsduged in the analysis as a
dummy variable.

Table 6 contains the distribution of the samplethey dependent and inde-
pendent variables. All the variables in the model@ategorical ones. The sum
of the categories is 100% for all variables.

We ran three event history models. In order to ligéi gender differences,
first we examined the entire population at riskb&quently the remarriage of
men and women was analysed in separate modelsxjdéeted that the more
difficulties the widow(er) faced in household wotke more motivated he/she
was to remarry. According to our hypothesis, mgegianeant a secure and
relatively cost-effective way of achieving adequiadeisehold size required for
farm work and household tasks. Since rural familiese based on the balanc-
ing of traditional gender roles, if one adult wassing from the work struc-
ture, it needed to be replaced immedidfelfhe presence of dependent chil-
dren under 12 was considered as a sign of houséliféitcllties in our model.
The imbalanced gender distribution of children rampal unsuccessful family
reproduction. In this way, the lack of childrenhaving children exclusively of
the same sex could have stimulated remarriage.

16 See Segalen 1980: 15-16 about the complemenedritaditional gender roles in the
rural family.
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Table 6
Distribution of widows and widowers by dependert emlependent variables
in the sample
. Widowers Widows

Variable Number | % Number | %
Remarriage

Yes 389 63.8 286 43.5

No 220 36.1 371 56.4
Duration of widowhood

0-3 months 609 27.6 657 20.7

3-6 months 493 22.3 637 20.0

6—12 months 390 17.6 604 19.0

12-24 months 311 141 533 16.8

24—-60 months 239 10.8 436 13.7

60-120 months 162 7.3 303 9.5
Age at widowhood

<35 114 18.7 140 21.3

35-44 170 27.9 163 24.8

45-54 167 24.7 185 28.1

55-64 158 25.9 169 25.7
Number of children < 12 years old

At least 1 son and 1 daughter 138 22.6 114 17.3

No child 287 47.1 366 55.7

Only son(s) 92 151 92 14.0

Only daughter(s) 92 151 85 12.9
Daughter 12—22 years old

Yes 158 25.9 204 31.0

No 451 74.0 453 68.9
Son 12-25 years old

Yes 180 295 218 33.1

No 429 70.4 439 66.8
Period of dissolution

1838-1874 288 47.2 295 44.9

1875-1909 321 52.7 362 55.0
Parish/Village

Szentegyhazasfalva 336 55.1 343 52.2

Kéapolnasfalva 273 44.8 314 47.7

Source Parish registers of Szentegyhazasfalva and Kapfaiva

The presence of working-age sons and daughterd gasélifficulties of the
household. Therefore, these children could have lbeealternative to remar-
riage. Working-age daughters could help their widdviather by carrying out
the household chores. Sons of similar age could thel widows with the farm.
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As we have mentioned earlier, children from thstfinarriage could have op-
posed remarriage as it could have been a threheiolegal inheritance. They
could have tried to avoid living with step pareatsd step siblings as they
would have had to share assets with the newcormbesefore, we expect that
the presence of a working-age child of the opposgbe decreases the risk of
remarriage.

7. RESULTS OF EVENT HISTORY ANALYSIS

Results of regression analyses are presented ilesI@s8. Table 7 include
the results of two models. The main difference leetwModel A and B is that
the former one excludes the “age group” variabldeMilodel B is complete.
Since the number and age of children strongly tates with the age of
widow(er)s, the effect of variables relating to tiresence of children was con-
siderably modified when we controlled for age. Enig age also improved
model fit.

Table 7 shows relative remarriage risks for tharemtopulation at risk.
Sharp gender differences may be observed. The ragearrisk of men was
twice as high as that of women. The relative rifkemnarriage significantly
decreased in parallel with ageing and as time ethpsice widowhood.

According to Table 8, the negative effect of ags st@onger among women
than men. Gender differences may be observed ireffleet of time elapsed
since widowhood as well. The remarriage risk of meas the highest 3-6
months after becoming widower. For women, the visls higher during later
periods.

Contrary to expectations, period effect is posifieeboth sexes; however,
these results are not significant. There are nierdihces between the two vil-
lages in either the effects or in the reliabilitfyresults. This result coincides
with our expectations as the basic demographidamdy characteristics of the
two neighbouring settlements were quite similar.

Regarding the effect of dependent children, the sfzhis burden encouraged
remarriage. In the case of the total populatiaiskt(Table 7), the remarriage risk
of those having no child under age 12 are sigmiflgdower than of those having
at least one daughter and one son when their sgledeThis effect was more
evident for males. Among widowers with underagegtiéers or sons, remarriage
risk was 25% higher than among men with no suddrem.

The presence of working-age daughters had no effiecthe remarriage
risks of either men or women, as opposed to theepiee of working-age sons.
The remarriage risk is 30% lower if there is asteane 12—25 year old son in
the household. The presence of young adult sonealsed the remarriage risk
of widowers as well, however, this result was nghigicant.
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Table 7
Relative risk of remarriage, total population aski
Model A Model B
Covariates Relative Relative
. P-value . P-value
risk risk
Duration of widowhood
0-3 months 1.000 ref. 1.000 Ref.
3-6 months 1.343 0.022 1.400 0.009
6—12 months 0.874 0.290 0.950 0.691
12—-24 months 0.613 0.000 0.712 0.007
24-60 months 0.242 0.000 0.299 0.000
60-120 months 0.062 0.000 0.078 0.000
Gender
Female 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.
Male 2.006 0.000 2.386 0.000
Age at widowhood
<35 1.000 ref.
35-44 0.557 0.000
45-54 0.305 0.000
55-64 0.129 0.000
Number of children < 12 years old
At least 1 son and 1 daughter 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.
No child 0.390 0.000 0.769 0.013
Only son(s) 0.824 0.103 0.876 0.266
Only daughter(s) 0.942 0.612 0.953 0.682
Daughter 12—-22 years old
No 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.
Yes 0.725 0.001 0.961 0.707
Son 12-25 years old
No 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.
Yes 0.600 0.000 0.816 0.050
Period of dissolution
1838-1874 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.
1875-1909 0.959 0.600 1.066 0.414
Parish/Village
Szentegyhazasfalva 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.
Kéapolnasfalva 1.064 0.420 1.053 0.507
Events 675 675
Total time at risk 64768 64778
Max. log likelihood -1744.7 -1642.9
LR test statistic 936 1140
Overall P-value 0.000 0.000

Source Parish registers of Szentegyhazasfalva and Kapfaiva.
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Table 8
Relative risk of marriage, male and female popuolatat risk
Widowers Widows
Covariates Relative Relative
. P-value . P-value
risk risk

Duration of widowhood

0-3 months 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.

3—-6 months 1.349 0.032 2.684 0.008

6—12 months 0.661 0.007 3.806 0.000

12—-24 months 0.408 0.000 3.589 0.000

24-60 months 0.127 0.000 1.865 0.065

60-120 months 0.015 0.000 0.676 0.289
Age at widowhood

<35 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.

35-44 0.710 0.013 0.386 0.000

45-54 0.452 0.000 0.159 0.000

55-64 0.181 0.000 0.075 0.000
Number of children < 12 years old

At least 1 son and 1 daughter 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.

No child 0.762 0.051 0.937 0.704

Only son(s) 0.866 0.353 0.992 0.967

Only daughter(s) 0.936 0.675 1.164 0.401
Daughter 12—-22 years old

No 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.

Yes 0.975 0.859 0.988 0.944
Son 12-25 years old

No 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.

Yes 0.871 0.311 0.704 0.027
Period of dissolution

1838-1874 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.

1875-1909 1.043 0.688 1.158 0.225
Parish/Village

Szentegyhéazasfalva 1.000 ref. 1.000 ref.

Kéapolnasfalva 1.136 0.217 0.915 0.463
Events 389 286
Total time at risk 23502 41265
Max. log likelihood -890.6 -681.7
LR test statistic 751 403
Overall P-value 0.000 0.000

Source Parish registers of Szentegyhdzasfalva and Kapfaiva.
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8. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NEW SPOUSE

Another possible research question is the famdyust of the new spouses.
Our data set allows us to analyse the marital statiuhe new wives and hus-
bands (Table 9). There are considerable gendeereiftes: widowed men
chose single women as new partners more oftenwi@dowed women chose
single men. A high proportion of those under agec8bcluded their second
marriage with spinsters/bachelors (84% of men a2 ®f women). Some
other researchers came to the same conclusion reemgeDutch and French
rural communities (Bideau 1980; Van Poppel 199%)cdkding to them, wid-
ows and widowers prefer single and childless pastae they could avoid the
difficulties of integrating children of differeneg into the new household and
the complex question of inheritance. While widowbedd an advantageous
position in the local marriage market for a relaljviong period of time (the
result that the marital status of their new padneas spinster in most cases is
suggestive), ageing had stronger negative effecingmvidows. Parallel with
ageing, the number of widowed women concluding iager with bachelors
was decreasing.

As we stated earlier, the better position of mesulted from the character-
istics of the family system. A widower was moreelik to have his own home
and household that provided him advantages inat& imarriage market. The
proportion of women in the same situation couldehbegen lower, because the
first marriage usually meant leaving the parentahé for females. Widow-
hood could have raised several complex questionsgard to inheritance. We
have seen in previous parts of the paper the deaistecs of the own family or
that of the family of the late husband (e.g. thespnce of adult sons) played an
important role in the decision.

Table 9
Relative distribution of widows and widowers renyarg, by marital status of
the new spouse and age at widowhood. Szentegyhidzaand
Képolnasfalva, 1838-1910

Age at Widowers Widows
bereave- Never married Widow Never married Widower
ment N | % N [ % N | % | N %
<35 87 84.46 16 15.53 75 61.98 46 38.01
35-44 82 58.99 57 41.00 18 19.56 74 80.43
45-54 32 31.37 70 68.62 2 3.92 49 96.07
55-64 6 13.33 39 86.66 0 0.00 22 100.00

Source Parish registers of Szentegyhazasfalva and Kéapfatva
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Table 9 makes it clear that both sexes were mketylto choose widowed
partners after they reached age 45. These chaieesipposed to have resulted
from the relatively independent decisions of theagying partnerg and the
need for mutual support in old age could have natdig them. Literature refers
to marriages between old widowed individuals asi&ance remarriages”. Our
data indicate that this form of remarriage was aamt in Szeklerland, tof.

9. CONCLUSION

The death of a spouse could have significantly otgzhthe welfare of the
surviving partner. In the villages of Transylvaniamarriage was a frequent
reaction to the stress caused by spousal deathfrddueency of remarriage was
relatively high in international — especially in Bern European — comparison.

Present chapter found evidence for previous firglimgthe literature. The
role of gender is important. men concluded anotharriage more often than
women in all age groups; however, this differenes vower among older indi-
viduals. Remarriage propensity dropped in paralli¢h ageing, nevertheless,
the negative impact of age affected women morengtyo Remarriage took
place relatively shortly after the termination loé tfirst marriage.

Our results differ from previous ones in one resp@éile researches on
Western European and Asian communities consideddéueeasing frequency
of remarriage with time as evident — explainedrprioving mortality, attitude
change, transformation of local marriage markekgnging attitudes about
gender roles and the function of family —, our d@anot support this kind of
overall decrease. In the examined period (1838-)12l68light decrease of re-
marriage took place. It may be explained by thé that we analysed only a
short period from a historical perspective. Morgpwthe sample was drawn
from a basically agrarian, immobile populationisltpossible that this stratum
preserved “traditional” demographic patterns féorager period.

During the analysis of factors that influenced remage, we emphasised
that age, time elapsed since widowhood and thelyasontext of widow(er)s
were important determinants. After the inclusiomemographic characteristics
as control variables, the presence of young achdt anderage children re-
mained significant predictors of remarriage. Thee 9f the burden on the wid-
owed person — measured with the number of depemtidten — encouraged
remarriage, especially among men. In the case dbws, the presence of
work-age son(s) helped to overcome the difficulaesl it discouraged remar-
riage. All in all, remarriage proved to be a usebudl for ensuring the survival

" The lack of parental control must have contributethe ability to make a free choice.
18 The unambiguous and clear need of the remarryarmers for mutual assistance in
old age is present in contemporary written souasesell (Olah 2007).
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of the individual and the family. However, the ihgion of the stem family
could also provide the necessary protection foemWidowed people who did
not find a new spouse, especially women.

When examining the remarriage behaviour of malesfamales in their re-
productive age, a question arises: did they hayeadternative? We are in-
clined to accept Fancine Roley’s research resaligbld for the examined two
Transylvanian villages. In the French communittest tRolley examined there
were hardly any women who were free to choose ffatners. In many cases,
the family selected the second spouse and remamag enforced by the diffi-
culties that widows had to face (Rolley 1998: 266).

Translated by Zoltan Takacs
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