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Az Egyesült  Nemzetek Szervezete  1974-re  N épesedési V ilág ­

évet h irde te tt  m eg és  ugyanebben az évben a Népességi Világkong­

re s s z u s t  is  összehívta . Ennek kere tében  könyvsorozat k iadását k e z ­

deményezte, amely az egyes o rszágok ra  vonatkozóan, közös te rv  

alapján tá jékoz ta tás t  nyújt a múlt és  a jelen népesedési he lyzetérő l 

és  annak jövő irányvonaláró l.

Ezeknek a nem zeti népességi monográfiáknak a koord inálá ­

s á r a  a "Nem zeti Demográfiai Kutatások Nemzetközi Koordinációs B i ­

zottsága" ("CICRED") kapott m egbizást.  A "CICRED" r é s z é r ő l  annak 

elnöke, Jea n  B ourgeo is -P icha t  fordult a Magyar Népességtudományi 

Kutató In tézethez, javasolva M agyarország  népességére  vonatkozó k i ­

advány ö ssze á l l i tá sá t .  A m onográfiának ta r ta lm á t ,  beosz tásá t  és  t e r ­

jedelm ét is  nemzetközi szinten egységesen e lő írták . Ennek m egfe le ­

lően készült  el a vonatkozó m agyar anyag is .

A m onográfia  hivatalos dem ográfiai kiadványokban és tudo­

m ányos közleményekben m á r  m egjelent anyagok összefoglalása . A k i ­

advány egyes fe jezete it  a m egjelent publikációk alapján a Központi 

S ta tisz tika i Hivatal Népességtudományi Kutató In tézete  és  N épesedés ­

s ta t isz t ika i  főosztálya tudományos m unkatársa i  közrem űködésével á l ­

lí to ttam  össze .

Dr. Szabady Egon



P R E F A C E

The United Nations Organization declared  1974 as the World 

Population Y ear anda lso  the World Population Conference was convened 

for the sam e y ea r .  Within the fram ew ork of this the UN initiated the 

publication of a book s e r ie s  which will give inform ation - according to 

a common plan - on the past  and p re sen t  population situation of the 

individual countries  and on the fu ture trends .

The Com m ittee  for International Coordination of National 

R e se a rc h  in Demography (CICRED) was en trusted  with the coordination 

of these  national population monographs. On the pa r t  of the CICRED 

its  P re s id en t  Jean  B ourgeo is-P icha t  contacted the Hungarian Demog­

raphic  R esea rch  Institute suggesting to p re p a re  a publication on the 

population of Hungary. Also the content, s t ru c tu re  and length of the 

monograph were p re sc r ib e d  uniformly on in ternational sca le . The 

Hungarian m ate r ia l ,  too, was p re p a re d  according to this.

The monograph is the summing up of m a te r ia ls  having a lready  

published in official demographic and scientific  is su es .  I p re p a re d  the 

chap ters  of the monograph on the basis  of those publications with the 

contribution of the r e s e a r c h  w o rk e rs  of the Demographic R esea rch  

Institute and Population S ta tis t ics  Departm ent of the Hungarian C entra l 

S ta tis t ica l  Office.

Dr. Egon Szabady

7



I. POPULATION GROWTH

Hungary is situated in the E as te rn  pa r t  of Central Europe on 

a t e r r i to r y  of 9 3 thousand square  k i lom e tres .  The s ize  of the popula­

tion, according to the la te s t  population census taken on January  1st, 

1970, w a s  10 million 322 thousand. P re c is e  data on the population s ize  

a r e  available only for the la s t  150-200 y e a rs .  As fo r e a r l i e r  periods 

only rough e s t im a tes  and in a c c u ra te  data a r e  obtainable. In te rm s  of 

the p re sen t  a r e a  of the country, the f i r s t  figure goes back as fa r  as 

the y e a rs  around 1840, indicating a population of 3 million 945 thou­

sand. The population growth taken place over the hundred y e a rs  since 

the f i r s t  official Hungarian population census in 1870 is cha rac te r ize d  

by the following data:

Calculated with geom etric  average .
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Population censuses  taken at m ore  o r  le s s  re g u la r  in terva ls  

p e rm it  a re liab le  analysis  of population growth. The s e r ie s  of popula­

tion censuses re f lec t  the events of a complete century. Population 

growth has been influenced over this period  by various fac to rs  of dif­

fe ren t  signs. An a ttem pt will be made h e re  to p re se n t  a b r ie f  review 

of the m ajo r  fac to rs .

Population growth has been acce le ra ted  by the following

f a c to r s :

1. continuously dec reas ing  m orta l i ty  over  the la s t  hundred 

y e a r s ,

2. considerable  im m igra tion  into the p re sen t  a re a  of the 

country a f te r  the a re a  changes following the F i r s t  World 

W ar and also in the period  a f te r  the Second World War.

Population growth has been re ta rd ed  at the sam e time by the 

following fac to rs :

1. the b ir th  ra te  has been gradually  dec reas ing  and the fall 

in the b ir th  ra te  experienced during the F i r s t  World W ar 

had also a spec ia l influence on the v ita l  events,

2. em igra tion  showed varying in tensity  over  the period in­

vestigated ,

3. the m ajo r  epidemics of the 19th century  especia lly  the 

cholera  epidemic of 1873 in c re ased  m ortality ,

4. casua lt ie s  of the two World W ars  and also  the c o n s id e ra ­

ble re se t t le m en ts  and em igra tion  following the Second 

World War.
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The average  annual in c re ase  of the population in the in te r-  

censa l  periods was the highest both in absolute and re la t ive  te rm s  

around the turn  of the century. In the second half of the century popu­

lation growth diminished, however, actual d e c re a se  took p lace only 

during the Second World War, in the forties .

The ra te  of population growth in the period 1960-1969 lagged 

behind the growth ra te  observed in any of the decades over the century 

since  the f i r s t  official Hungarian population census in 1870; the only 

exception h e re  is the period of the Second World War when th e re  was 

a slight 1.2 p e r  cent d ec rea se  in the population.

Over the hundred y e a rs  betwen 1870 and 1970 it was the 

na tu ra l  in c re a se  that was the p r im a ry  determ ining  fac to r  of popula­

tion growth at the national level. M igratory  movement played only a 

m inor ro le  in determ ining  the s ize  of the population. Although the 

excess  of b ir th s  over deaths was not outstandingly high, it developed
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favourably: it was 12. 2 p e r  cent from  decade- to -decade between 1881 

and 1910 which corresponds  to a y e a r ly  ra te  of 1.1 -  1.2 p e r  cent of 

na tu ra l  increase .

However, in the in te rw a r  period  the ra te  of na tu ra l  in c re ase  

gradually  diminished to a medium level,  m oreove r  even below it, not 

to mention the periods of heavy w ar dam ages when the excess  of b ir th s  

over deaths dropped to a minimum and there  were even y e a rs  when 

there  were m ore  deaths than b ir th s .

The e a r l i e r  high ra te s  of na tu ra l  inc rease  were approxim at­

ed only in periods  d irec tly  following the w ars .  In decades, however, 

that followed them  the declining trend  continued: com pared to the 

preceding level i t  d ec rea sed  by one th ird  a f te r  the F i r s t  World W ar 

and by two th irds  a f te r  the Second World War. In the period  between 

1960 and 1969 the ra te  of natura l in c re a se  was low er than at any time 

before including even the war y ea rs .

In a pa r t  of the period there  was a ce r ta in  net im m igra tion  

which took place as a re su l t  of the vigorous development of the capital 

m ore  o r  le s s  counterbalancing em igra tion. However, the size of net 

im m igra tion  was ra th e r  m odera te  even in the decades which could be 

considered  favourable in this respect .

Population growth in the per iod  before the F i r s t  World W ar 

was p r im a r i ly  influenced by the various  m ig ra to ry  m ovem en ts : 

em igra tion  to the overseas  countries  which affected to the g re a te s t  

extent the wide m asses  of the population. The population of the p re se n t  

a r e a  of the country provided during the decade d irec tly  following the 

tu rn  of the century  m ore than 200 thousand em igran ts  to the overseas  

countries  and also the net em igra tion  was m ore than 150 thousand.

N everthe le ss ,  the actual lo ss  of population i. e. the net 

em igra tion  was about half as la rge  because the balance of im m igra tion  

from  a re a s  beyond the p re sen t  t e r r i to r y  was positive. Except for the
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re -m ig ra t io n ,  the compensating effect came from  the in terna l  m ig ra ­

tory  movement from  the that time te r r i to r y  of the country into the 

ce n tra l  p a r ts ,  mainly into Budapest.

Im m ediately  a f te r  the F i r s t  World W ar the num ber of 

em ig ran ts  increased  considerably  but this m ig ra to ry  wave levelled 

off soon .  Net em igra tion  becam e re la t ive ly  im portan t only between 

1941-1948 and 1949-1959 when it meant d ec re a se s  in the population 

by 5 and 2 p e r  cent, respectively . All things considered  the number 

of persons  em ig ra ted  over the whole period can be es t im ated  at hardly  

m ore than half million about one q u a r te r  of which was. com pensated by 

im m igra tion  and re -m ig ra t ion .

The f i r s t  m a jo r  demographic d i s a s te r  during the century  

reviewed was the la s t  cholera epidemic in 1873. Deaths were e s t im a t ­

ed to reach  350 thousand but including also the accompanying reduc ­

tion in b ir th s  a f te r  the epidemic the total loss  amounts to some half 

million persons.

L osses  caused by the two World W ars w ere even m ore 

se r ious .  T he ir  demographic consequences appeared par tly  in m o r ta ­

lity and par tly  in b ir th s  showing at the sam e time ra th e r  divergent 

pa tte rns .  Between 1914 and 1918 w ar casua lt ie s  were est im ated  at 

250 thousand p e rsons .  However, the loss  caused by the subsequent 

reduction in b ir th s  to the country was even g re a te r .  In the period 

ju s t  a f te r  the F i r s t  World W ar, there  were 550-600 thousand le ss  

children borne than would have been expected under no rm al conditions.

As for population lo sses  the Second World W ar differed very  

much from  the F i r s t  World War.The num ber of live b ir th s  rem ained by 

10-20 thousand below the norm al level only and at the sam e time the 

d irec t  m ili ta ry  casualt ies  were also s m a l le r  than during the F i r s t  

World War. N evertheless  much g re a te r  lo sses  were caused by 

different ac tiv it ies  of the w ar, bombings among the civil population
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and mainly by the deporta tion of a g re a t  p a r t  of Jews. All considered, 

the total number of deaths may be es t im ated  at some 420 thousand.

To sum up: the curve of the population growth is not an un­

broken one and the growth ra te  has been declining since the tu rn  of the 

century. At the beginning of the period , in the e a r ly  187os afflicted 

with cholera ,  the population in c reased  at a ra te  which was half as 

high as it  could have been expected on the bas is  of no rm al and ra th e r  

favourable natu ra l  in c re ase  in  the preceding  period. In the decade of 

the F i r s t  World W ar p ra c t ica l ly  no in c re ase  would have taken place 

had it not been fo r the considerable  inflow of re fugees; in the period 

of the Second World W ar, however, the num ber of em ig ran ts  exceed­

ed somewhat that of the im m ig ran ts  and thus the country suffered a 

ce r ta in  loss  of the population. Over the whole period  it was only 

between 1880 and 1900 that the num ber of the population inc reased  at 

a re a l ly  high ra te ,  l a te r ,  however, in the subsequent decade, the ra te  

of population growth declined m arkedly  with the in c re ase  of the 

em igra tion  and in the in te rw a r  period  this p ro c ess  continued due to 

the declining b ir th  ra te .  By European s tandards ,  the ind ica tor of 

population growth was at a medium level even then and it dropped to 

a low level only in the la s t  decade.
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II. COMPONENTS OF GROWTH

a /  F e  r t i l i t y

One of the m ajo r  determ ining  fac to rs  of the growth and 

reproduction  of the population is the development of b irths  i. e. of 

fe rt i l i ty .  T here fo re ,  Hungarian dem ographers  have been engaged for 

decades in investigating the causes  and re la tionships which influence 

fe r t i l i ty  in a positive o r  negative way.

The number of births

Sim ilar ly  to o ther Centra l and E a s te rn  European  countries  

the declining trend  of b ir th s  s ta r te d  in Hungary la te r  than in m ost 

W este rn  European  co u n tr ie s .  The m ain reason  for this is the postpon­

ed m odern indus tr ia l  revolution and the resu ltan t  d ivergent socio ­

economic s t ru c tu re .  However, the decline of fe r t i l i ty  in genera l  can 

be t raced  back to the middle of the la s t  century, m o reove r  a s igni­

ficant d ec rea se  of fe r t i l i ty  could be observed during the decades p r io r  

to the F i r s t  World W ar. In the in te rw a r  period , the num ber of b ir th s  

fu r the r  declined and following the tem p o ra ry  upswing in the ea r ly  

192os compensating the lo sses  caused by the w ar, even an a c c e le ra ­

tion of the p ro c ess  of dec rease  could be observed. With a live b ir th  

ra te  around 20 p e r  thousand, Hungary took a medium position among 

the European countries  in the period preceding the Second World War. 

This meant a re la t ive  decline com pared to the position before the tu rn  

of the cen tru ry :  the live b ir th  ra te  around 40 p e r  thousand observed 

then in Hungary was among the h ighest in Europe.
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The upturn observed  in the num ber of b ir th s  a f te r  the Second 

World W ar was not as significant as it  was in the countries  engaged in 

war a f te r  the F i r s t  World War-(although the d ec rea se  in b ir th s  was 

also sm a l le r  between 1939 and 1944 than between 1914 and 1918). 

N everthe le ss ,  between 1947 and 1950 fe r t i l i ty  reached  a re la t ive ly  

high level (around 21 p e r  thousand) which was above the general 

declining trend  observed since the end of the la s t  century. In the 

subsequent two y e a rs  the " reg u la r"  d ec rea se  of b ir th s  s ta r te d  again: 

in 1952 a lready  a live b ir th  ra te  of 19.6 per  thousand was observed. 

The fe r t i l i ty  development of the subsequent y e a rs  was considerably  

modified by population policy m ea su res  acting in the opposite d i re c ­

tion. F i r s t  mainly due to a ban on induced abortion the num ber of 

b ir th s  s ta r te d  increas ing  ( i n  l95 4 i t  was a lready  23 per  thousand) then 

as a consequence of new er legal provis ions  issued  in 19 56 legalizing 

induced abortion, the num ber of b ir th s  s ta r te d  declining again.

The new period s ta r t in g  with 19 56 cannot be completely 

sepa ra ted  from  the genera l  h is to ry  of fe r t i l i ty  in Hungary. Although 

the annual ra te  of dec rease  in b ir th s  in this period (between 1956 and 

196 2) was h igher than genera lly  observed  over the cen tury  (the num ber 

of b ir th s  diminished on annual average by 0 .6 p e r  cent between 1900 

and 1952 and by 5 .4  p e r  cent between 1956 and 1962), it should, 

however, be borne in mind that the high fe r t i l i ty  level of the p re ced ­

ing th ree  y e a rs  were attained by adm in is tra t ive  m e a s u r e s .  Going back 

to the 192os to examine the sm oother parabolic  trend, it  can be said 

that even the significant decline in b ir th s  taken place a f te r  the mid- 

1950s does not a l te r  significantly the h is to r ica l  p ro c ess  of fe r t i l i ty  

development.

At any ra te ,  an exceptionally low live b irth  ra te  has been 

attained in our country: the num ber of live b ir th s  p e r  1000 population
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was 12.9 in 1962 which was the low est e v e r  b ir th  ra te  in Hungarian 

h is to ry .  At the sam e time it was the lowest live b ir th  ra te  in Europe 

at that time.

Since 196 3 a ce r ta in  stagnation has been observed in the 

num ber of live b ir th s :  the live b ir th  ra te  was 13.1 over th ree

subsequent y e a rs  then in 1966 a m inor and since 1967 a g re a te r  annual 

in c re ase  could be observed.

Number and rate of live births
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The growing number of live b ir th s  over the recen t  y e a rs  may 

be explained by a num ber of fac to rs .  Of these the la rg e s t  weight is 

c a r r ie d  by the government m e a su re s  which aimed at prom oting 

b ir th s .  Thus m atern ity  leave for women in employment was in­

c rease d  (from  4 to 5 months) a lready  in 1966 la te r  in 1967 the leave 

for ch i ld -ca re  was introduced for employed women which ensu red  

reduced pay for the m others  until the child reaches  the age of 2 and a 

half y ea r .  In 196 8 this leave was extended to the age of th ree  of the 

child. The inc reas ing  sh a re  of women of reproductive age in the total 

population also contributed to the growth: while live b ir th s  inc reased  

by 16 p e r  cent between 196 5 and 196 8 and the crude live b ir th  ra te  

by 15 p e r  cent, the genera l  fe r t i l i ty  ra te  i . e .  the num ber of live 

b ir th s  p e r  15-49 y ea r  old fem ales  ro se  only by 10 p e r  cent. In o ther 

words this means that one th ird  of the increm en t in b ir th s  was due 

to a shift in the age composition of the population. (The num ber of 

women in reproductive age was 2 485 000 at the beginning of 196 5, 

47 p e r  cent of the total female population. By the beginning of 196 9 

this figure rose  to 2 651 000 and the corresponding  ra tio  to 50 per  

cent. The num ber of 20-29 y e a r  old women playing the g ra te s t  role 

in fe r t i l i ty  ro se  over the sam e period from  722 000 to 744 000. )

The re la t ive ly  high b ir th  ra te ,  around 15 p e r  thousand was 

maintained only in 1968 and 1969, and from  mid-1970 to mid-1971 a 

m inor se t-back  took place which is  not explained by a change in the 

num ber of women at the reproductive age because there  was even an 

in c re ase  both in te rm s  of the ir  num bers  and th e ir  ra tio . (At the be­

ginning of 1972 the num ber of 20-29 y e a r  old women reached 779 

th o u san d .)

Consequently it can be pointed out that the in c re ase  in the 

num ber of live b ir th s  experienced in 1966-1969 levelled off, but as
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aga inst  the m inim um  ra te  of 13 p e r  thousand observed  in 1962-1965 

this ra te  of about 15 p e r  thousand cannot be regarded  as the lowest 

by E uropean  standards .

Fertility by the age of the mother

The "genera l  fe r t i l i ty  ra te "  i . e .  the num ber of live b ir th s  

p e r  -  15-49 y e a r  old - women shows a m ore consis ten t p ic ture  of 

fe r t i l i ty  development than the crude b ir th  ra te  calculated  in re la tion  

to the to tal population.

In 1921 a f te r  the F i r s t  World W ar the num ber of live b ir th s  

p e r  fem ales  aged 15-49 was s t i l l  117. In 1938 the ra te  was 74. After 

the Second World W ar a ce r ta in  in c re ase  could be observed but a f te r  

reaching a m axim um  of 88 p e r  thousand in 19 54, it  s ta r te d  to decline 

gradually  and in 1960 the genera l  fe r t i l i ty  ra te  dropped to 59. After 

1960 the declining trend  continued: a minimum of around 53 per

thousand was attained in 1962-1965, followed by a gradual inc re ase ,  

un til  in 1968 the level of 1960 was re s to red .  This ra te  has been 

dec reas ing  again over the la s t  th ree  y e a rs  and in 1971 it was 56 per  

thousand.

Standardized live b ir th  ra te s  p re se n t  a s im ila r  p ic tu re .  When 

examining live b ir th  ra te s  standard ized  to the Hungarian age com posi­

tion of 1910, a somewhat sm a l le r  decline can be observed  th a n  i n  the 

case  of the crude ra te s ,  although fluctuations also occur. It is ,  of 

course  no rm al that due to the ageing of the population, b ir th  ra te s  

obtained even by this method a re  h igher than the crude ra te s ,  and 

m oreove r ,  even an apparent in c re ase  could be observed  lately. All 

this m eans that the b ir th  ra te  for 1960 s tandard ized  to the age 

composition of 1910 was 16.4 p e r  thousand and fo r 1968 17.3 p e r  

thousand. In 1971 the ra te  is identica l with that of 1960.
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The above mentioned developments c lea r ly  show that changes 

in the age composition of the population have a s trong  influence on the 

num ber of live b ir th s .  Thus, if the crude b ir th  ra te  of 1962, the y e a r  

it  reached its  lowest eve r  value of 12.93, would have been calculated 

with the 1910 age-com position  of the country, its  value would be 14.49 

p e r  thousand, indicating a sm a l le r  decline.

Crude and standardized live birth rates
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Corning now to the d istribution of live b ir th s  by the age of 

m other,  the decline in fe r t i l i ty  took place sim ultaneously  with a 

decline in the age of m others ,  that is to say  the fe r t i l i ty  of older 

women dec reased  in the f i r s t  place (since the frequency of b ir th s  of 

h igher o rd e r  diminished in the o lder  childbearing age groups) and the 

younger women with re la t ive ly  unchanged b irth  frequencies a re  

rep resen ting  inc reas ing ly  h igher weights among m others .

At the beginning of the century only slightly m ore than one 

q u a r te r  of m others  was 20-24  y e a rs  old;by the ea r ly  193os the ir  ra tio  

in c re ased  to one th ird . It was s im ila r  also  in the ea r ly  fifties, but 

beginning from  19 57 it s ta r te d  gradually  increas ing , and in 1960 

already  38 p e r  cent of the m others  was 20-24 y e a rs  old and the ir  

sha re  kept on inc reas ing  up to 1965 (above 41 p e r  cent). Following 

th is ,  as a r e su l t  of increas ing  b irths  which took place p r im a r i ly  in 

age groups below 20 a slight d ec rea se  o ccu rred :  in 1967-1968 40 p e r  

cent of live b ir th s  occurred  to 20 -24  y ea r  old women and in 1970-1971 

this figure was a lready  41-43 p e r  cent.

During the sam e period the ra tio  of o lder women giving b ir th  

dec reased  considerably . In the e a r ly  y ea rs  of the century  one th ird  of 

b ir th s  o ccu rred  to fem ales  aged 30-39, and 6 p e r  cent to those aged 

40 and m ore .  The ra tio  of b ir th s  in the fo rm e r  age group decreased  

but slightly p r io r  to the Second World W ar (in the ea r ly  193os it  was 

around 30 p e r  cent) and that of the la t te r  went down to 4 per  cent. But 

in the e a r ly  fifties only one q u a r te r  of m others  belonged to the age 

group 30-39 and 3-4 p e r  cent to those above 40. Simultaneously with 

the dec reas ing  num ber of b ir th s  experienced since 1957 the num ber of 

o lder  women giving b ir th  diminished considerably: in 1970-71 only 16 

p e r  cent of b ir th s  occurred  to 30-39 y e a rs  old fem ales  and slightly 

m ore  than 1 p e r  cent to those in the subsequent age groups.
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The declining trend  is all  the m ore rem arkab le  since the 

levels  of live b ir th s ,  as it  was shown above w ere a lm ost identical in 

1960 and 1971 and at the same time there  w ere significant shifts in 

the age composition of m others . F ro m  what has been said above it is 

apparent that the ra tio  of o lder m others  is  gradually  declining and 

this has to be supplemented by saying that this p ro c ess  has been going 

on continuously and independently of the genera l  trend of b ir th s  (i. e, 

of the dec rea se  up to 1962, stagnation up to 1965 and the in c re ase  

since then). Thus despite the genera l  in c re ase  in the num ber of b ir th s  

re la t ive ly  le ss  women over 30 were among the m others  when compar­

ed to 1962 which is  considered  to be the trough of the b ir th  wave.

The decreas ing  percentage of o lder m others  was natura lly  

compensated by the increas ing  weight of the younger ones. A p a r t  of 

this p rocess  that re la tes  to the 20-24 y e a r  age group has been d is ­

cussed  above. The increas ing  weight of younger m others  is  even more 

rem arkab le  if the ra tio  of b ir th s  to fem ales  under 20 is  examined. In 

the ea r ly  y e a r s  of the century only 8 p e r  cent of the m others  was 

under 20 while in the 193os and 194os this figure was 8-10 p e r  cent. 

S im ilar ly  in the ea r ly  fifties th e ir  percentage  was s t i l l  9, but l a te r  

since 1957 it a lso  s ta r te d  to in c re ase :  in 1960 it went up to 13 p e r  

cent and la te r  slightly dec reased  (to 12 p e r  cent) but in 1966 with the 

reappearance  of the b ir th  wave it in c re ased  again and in 1968 it 

reached  14. 5 p e r  cent and in 1971 the highest ra te  so fa r  (15. 3 p e r  

cent) could be experienced.
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Live births per thousand females of 
corresponding age in the

D ifferences in the d istribution of b ir th s  by age of the m others 

a re  caused by divergent development of fe r t i l i ty  in the various age 

g roups .  Of the o lder age groups the fe rt i l i ty  of 30-39 y e a r  old females 

was s t i l l  170 p e r  thousand in 1910 but by 1930 it dropped to 94 per  

thousand. As a re su lt  of a fu r the r  decline in 1949 it was a lready  only 

6 5 p e r  thousand and la te r  in 1960 and 1971 the fe r t i l i ty  ra te s  were 

only 39 and 34 p e r  thousand, respectively . An even s teep e r  decline 

was observed in the fe rt i l i ty  of fem ales  age 40 and above: the number 

of b ir th s  p e r  thousand females of this age group was 36 in 1910 and
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16 in the 19 3os. F e r t i l i ty  ra te s  of the oldest fem ales in reproductive 

age dec reased  to 11 by 1949 and due to a fu r the r  decline in 1967 and 

1968 it was 2.7 and 2 .4  p e r  thousand, respective ly .  By 1971 it went 

down to 2. 1 per  thousand.

F e r t i l i ty  t rends  of the youngest age groups, have not follow­

ed the genera l  trend and the development h e re  has been diverging in 

many re sp ec ts  from  that of the o lder age groups. Thus the frequency 

of b ir th s  among 15-19 y ea r  old fem ales, which showed a marked 

d e c re a se  (from 57 to 41 p e r  thousand) between 1900 and 1930 ro se  

f i r s t  to 55 p e r  thousand a f te r  the Second World War, then dropped 

back to 42 p e r  thousand and finally stabilized, although with much 

fluctuation, around the ra te  of 50 p e r  thousand.

The highest fe r t i l i ty  ra te  was found, as  always since the 

1930s in the age-group 20-24 (although until the f i r s t  q u a r te r  of the 

century  it was exceeded by the fe r t i l i ty  level of the age-group 25-29). 

However, changes w ere sm a l le r  in this age group than in the younger 

o r  o lder ones. (The ra te  of d e c re a se  was sm a l le r  and also  the ra te  

of in c re ase  rem ained  below the a v e r a g e . )  It is in teres ting  for example 

that while in 1960 the fe r t i l i ty  in this age group was by 51 p e r  cent 

higher than that of the 25-29 y e a r  old fem ales  by 1971 this gap expand­

ed to 53 per  cent. All this indicates that the 2 5-29 y e a r  old age group 

taking the second place in re sp e c t  of fe r t i l i ty  followed m ore  sensitively  

the b ir th  waves.

Summing up the fe rt i l i ty  t rends  by age groups, it can be 

stated that a continuous decline in fe r t i l i ty  can be observed over the 

recen t period for the o lder age groups. Fluctuations in fe rt i l i ty  w ere 

experienced p r im a r i ly  by the age group of 25-29 and those below 20.
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Order of birth

In addition to an ana lysis  of fe r t i l i ty  by age groups, b irths  

can a lso  be analysed by b ir th  o rd e r .  The h igher fe rt i l i ty  level is a s ­

sociated in genera l  by a re la t ive ly  g re a te r  num ber of b ir th s  of h igher 

p a r i t ie s  and, conversely , declining fe r t i l i ty  usually  m anifests  i tse lf  

by an increas ing  sh a re  of b irths  of low er o rde r .

All this is well shown in the trend of b ir th s  over the las t  

decade. The average  par ity  - a single indicator,  although somewhat 

fo rm a l  - denotes the fe r t i l i ty  level of a given y ea r .  Accordingly, the 

ave rage  of p a r i ty  before the Second World W ar was sti ll  3.05 but la te r  due 

to the genera l  d e c re a se  in fe rt i l i ty  it went down to 2. 51 by 1949. The 

exceptionally high b ir th  ra te s  of 1953-54 had but a slight impact on it 

s ince the in c re a se  took place in b ir th s  of lower b ir th  o rder .  However, 

the dece le ra tion  of the d e c re a se  of that ind icator stopped and it 

rem ained  stagnant p ra c t ica l ly  up to 1956. The le s s  favourable attitude 

of fem ales  towards childbearing caused a fast d e c re a se  in the average  

of b ir th  o rd e r :  i n  l960 it a lready  reached the level of 2. 18, This trend 

was not changed even by an in c re ase  in b ir th s  in 1966-1968 since it 

took place in b ir th s  of low er p a r i t ie s .  Due to this since 1966 the 

ave rage  b ir th  o rd e r  has been below 2 and in 1971 it-was only 1. 88.

This makes it worth while examining the fac to rs  influencing 

this average , fac to rs  the combined effect of which caused the average 

p a r i ty  to decline. F ir s t ,  the decline in b ir th s  of h igher o rd e r  should 

be m entioned . Nowadays fewer and fewer fem ales  wish to have a la rge  

family i. e. to give b ir th  to fu r the r  children if they have a few living 

ones. Before the Second World War a lready  14 p e r  cent of the live 

b ir th s  w ere  the sixth o r  of h igher o rde r .  The sh a re  of these  b irths  

went below 9 p e r  cent by the la te  194os and it was only 3 p e r  cent in 

1971 which m eans that m others  with such a la rg e  num ber of children 

becam e r a r e  exceptions.
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The ra tio  of fourth and fifth b ir th s  also  dec reased  although 

not at such a high ra te ,  but is also  contributed to a genera l  decline in 

fe rti li ty . T he ir  joint weight in total live b ir th s  dec reased  from  the 16 

p e r  cent p re -w a r  value to 5 p e r  cent by 1971. In spite of a genera l  12 

p e r  cent in c re ase  in the num ber of b ir th s  in 1971, the num ber of 

fourth and fifth b ir th s  rem ained  by 32 and 34 p e r  cent, respectively , 

below the level of 1962, in which y e a r  the country experienced the 

trough of the genera l  b ir th  wave. All this points to the fact that today not 

only the 6th and h igher o rd e r  b ir th s  a r e  exceptional but also  the 4th 

and 5th b irths; this l a t te r  for example constitu tes 1.7 p e r  cent of the 

ca ses .

If, however, the d e c re a se  of 4th and h igher o rd e r  b ir th s  

w e re  observed only and the 3rd b ir th s  w ere  increas ing  (both in a b so ­

lute and re la t ive  te rm s)  som e im provem ent in fe r t i l i ty  could s ti ll  take 

place. Notwithstanding the sh a re  of 3rd b ir th s  is gradually  declining 

independently of the genera l  r i s e  in the num ber of b ir th s  over  the las t  

th re e  y ea rs .  In 1938 a lready  15 p e r  cent of b ir th s  was accounted for 

by the 3rd b ir th s ,  however, since 1966 this sh a re  has been f luctuat­

ing closely around 9 p e r  cent. The con trad ic to ry  development is in ­

dicated by the fact that over the recen t y e a rs  s im ultaneously  with the 

growth of the b ir th  r a te  the num ber of 3rd b ir th s  s t i l l  d ec reased ; in 

1971 the ra tio  of 3rd par ity  b ir th s  was only 8. 9 p e r  cent.
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Percentage distribution of births by parity
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Consequently, over the recen t period due to the d e c re a se  in 

the 3rd and h igher pa r i t ie s  the proportion of the f i r s t  and second 

b ir th s  increased  only. F i r s t  b ir th s  constituted only one th ird  of live 

b ir th s  in 1938 and th e ir  proportion  was in the la te  194os 41 p e r  cent, 

m oreove r  by 1954 - due to a r i s e  in b ir th s  - it went back to 35 p e r  

cent. As a re su l t  of dec reas ing  fe r t i l i ty  the sh a re  of f i r s t  b ir th s  was 

gradually  r is ing  up to 1966 (reaching 49 p e r  cent) and since then it 

has been stagnating at this level.

The p re sen t  b ir th  wave is even m ore  c lea r ly  reflected  in the 

second b irths .  Their  p re w ar  proportion of 22 p e r  cent ro se  to 27 p e r  

cent by 1949 and to 30 p e r  cent by 1954. Apart from  only m inor 

fluctuations it rem ained unchanged up to 1965 and it has been gradually  

increas ing  ever since: by 1968-1971 they accounted for 34 p e r  cent of 

a ll  live b ir ths .  All this im plies  at the sam e tim e that the la te s t  wave 

of live b ir th s  resu lted  mainly from  an upswing in the num ber of second 

b ir ths .

Thus, the c h a ra c te r i s t ic s  of the p re sen t  b ir th  wave a r e  well 

shown by the t rends  in b irth  p a r i t ie s ,  s im ila r ly  to the ana lysis  of 

fe r t i l i ty  by age. The in c re ase  in the num ber of b ir th s  experienced in 

1967-1971 does not mean a change in the genera l  declining trend of 

fe rt i l i ty .  In fact, fe r t i l i ty  of fem ales  above 30 with a lready  two 

children rem ained  unchanged, o r  declined even fu rther.  The r i s e  

cam e alm ost exclusively from  the increas ing  fe r t i l i ty  of youngest 

fem ales  with no child and to a s m a l le r  extent from  those with only one 

child . A rea l ly  favourable impact could be achieved only if the num ber 

of second and, p r im ar ily ,  third b ir th s  w ere  increasing  at a s im ila r  

ra te .  However, at p re sen t  th e re  is no evidence of such a development.
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Socio-economic differences in fertility

Im portant social and economic changes taken place in the 

various countries  have a considerable  influence on demographic 

p ro c e s se s  and this applies especially  to fe r t i l i ty  which is  la rge ly  

dependent on the decision of individuals (women, fam ilies) .

Simplifying the h is to r ica l  p rocess  ch a ra c te r i s t ic  fo r the 

m ost (developed o r  perhaps developing) countries ,  one could say that 

when fe r t i l i ty  level is  ra th e r  high and th e re  is  virtually  no family 

planning, fe r t i l i ty  d ifferences of the various social s t r a ta  a r e  

negligible. A slight d ec rea se  in family size usually  occurs  due to the 

slow expansion of b irth  control that produces actual fe rt i l i ty  d ifferen ­

ces. The num ber of b ir th s  s ta r t s  dec reas ing  jus t  for the urban 

population with a h igher cu ltu ra l  level, and the fe r t i l i ty  of ru ra l ,  

peasant s t r a ta  rem ains  unchanged o r  d ec re a se s  only slightly. This 

stage covers  periods of different length in the individual countries ,  

neverthe less ,  it  is  maintained by the f a s te r  o r  s low er space of 

economic development i. e. industria liza tion  in the f i r s t  place, and by 

the re su ltan t  urbanization. The th ird  stage of ferti li ty-differentia tion 

im plies stabilization of a re la t ive ly  low fe rt i l i ty  level which shows 

ra th e r  slight varia tion by social s t ra ta .

In Hungary where during the past decades fundamental social 

t ran sfo rm ations  have taken place accompanying the building of the 

sos ia l is t  system , and followed by industria lization , and urbanization 

by expanding female em ploym ent, changes in fe r t i l i ty  d ifferen tia ls  i . e .  

the pa r t ia l  rea l iza t ion  of the above p ro c ess  a re  r a th e r  c lea r ly  shown.

The following th re e  social s t r a ta  a r e  distinguished in the 

Hungarian dem ographical p rac tice  and the sam e te rm s  will be used 

also here:
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- ag r icu l tu ra l  manual w orke rs :  every employed, m em ber

of ag r icu ltu ra l  co-opera tives  and self employed person  and 

the ir  family h e lp e rs  whose activity  is  connected with a g r i ­

cu ltura l production;

- non-ag ricu ltu ra l  manual w orkers :  employed w orkers ,

m em bers  of c ra f t sm e n ’s coopera tives ,  self employed p e r ­

sons, family helpe rs  whose activity re la tes  to industry, 

construction, s e rv ic es  and t ra n sp o r t  and whose work 

re q u ire s  in genera l  physical efforts .  Thus skilled, s e m i ­

skilled and unskilled  w orkers  and the so -ca l led  persons  in 

auxiliary  ac tiv ities ,  office attendants, day - labourers ,  etc. 

who work outside the ag r icu l tu re  also belong to this group;

- non-m anuals: persons whose work does not requ ire  in

general physical effort. Thus technical m anagers  (en­

g ineers  and s im ila r)  persons  engaged in scientific  r e s e a rc h  

and teaching ac tiv ities ,  physicians, m edical personnel, 

a r t i s t s ;  m anagers  of e n te rp r is e s ,  heads of institu tions, and 

sen io r  staff of the public adm in is tra t ion , persons engaged 

in adm in is tra t ive  work, etc.

Differential fe r t i l i ty  of fem ales  belonging to various social 

s t ra ta  can be analysed beginning from the ea rly  y e a rs  of the century. 

That period was ch a rac te r ize d  by an ex trem ely  high b ir th  ra te  of the 

ag r icu l tu ra l  population: th e i r  fe r t i l i ty  exceeded that of fem ales  in o ther 

occupations by 30-40 per  cent. This difference fu r the r  in c re a se d  in 

the in te rw a r  period: the fe rt i l i ty  level of fem ales  in ag r icu l tu re  ex­

ceeded that of o thers  by 30-50 per cent. Since the Second World War 

this difference has vanished o r  l a t e r  it  has taken a r e v e rs a l  trend: at 

the end of the 194os the fe r t i l i ty  leve ls  of the two s t ra ta  was p ra c t i ­
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cally identical, and since then, b irth  frequenc ies  of fem ales in non 

ag r icu l tu ra l  manual occupations have exceeded those of fem ales w ork ­

ing in ag r icu l tu re .

A part  from the above mentioned c h a ra c te r i s t ic  the difference 

in the fe r t i l i ty  leve ls  of fem ales in manual and non-m anual occupations 

a r e  also  worth mentioning. In the early  y e a rs  of the century fe rti li ty  

of fem ales  belonging to the non-ag r icu l tu ra l  m anual s tra tum  was by 

two th i rd s  or th re e  q u a r te r s  h igher than of those in non-m anual oc ­

cupations.

Over the recen t period the above mentioned general trend  

continued: fe rt i l i ty  of ag r icu l tu ra l  manual w orke rs  fu r the r  declined 

accom panied by a low er fe r t i l i ty  level of non-ag r icu l tu ra l  manuals: 

between 1960 and 1970 a d e c rea se  of 11 and 12 p e r  cent, respectively , 

took place in the ir  f e r t i l i ty .  In con tra s t  the fe r t i l i ty  of fem ales  in non- 

manual occupations ro se  by 16 per  cent. This p rocess  is  even m ore  

c lea r ly  shown by the fact that during 20 y e a r s ,  between 1949 and 1970, 

fe rt i l i ty  of fem ales in ag r icu l tu ra l  manual occupations diminished by 

m ore  than 40 per  cent, that of o ther manual w orke rs  by 22 p e r  cent, 

while the fe r t i l i ty  level of non-m anuals in c re ased  by 9 p e r  cent. Thus 

while in 1949 the fe rt i l i ty  level of peasant fem ales  was one and a half 

t im es  over that of the non-m anuals ,  in 1970 th is  l a t t e r  s t ra tum  had 

the h ighest ra te  and the non-ag r icu l tu ra l  manual w orkers ,  whose 

fe rt i l i ty  level in 1949 was below that of the ag r icu l tu ra l  w orke rs  had 

now fe rt i l i ty  ra te s  by one q u a r te r  h igher than that of the l a t t e r  

s t ra tum .

This trend  was even m o re  c lea r ly  shown in the b ir th  waves 

of the recen t  y e a rs .  Since 1966 the fe rt i l i ty  of the non -ag ricu ltu ra l  

s t r a ta  has only increased : the in c re ase  has taken place f i r s t  of all in 

the ra te s  of non-m anuals  and, to a s m a l le r  extent in those of the 

manual w orke rs .
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F o rm e r ly  it  was generally  held that the fe rt i l i ty  of econom ic­

ally active fem ales was s m a l le r  than that of dependant ones since fe ­

male employment had a decreas ing  effect on b ir ths .  Thus for example 

in the non-agricu ltu ra l  s t ra ta  in 1949 fe r t i l i ty  of economically actives 

was one th ird  of that of dependants and although this gap became 

sm a l le r ,  the fe r t i l i ty  ra te  of dependant fem ales  exceeded in 1960 by 

some 68 p e r  cent that of the employed ones. Considerable change o c ­

cu r red  in 1967 only: when a somewhat h igher fe r t i l i ty  ra te  was o b s e rv ­

ed for the active females than for the dependant ones and this difference 

fu r the r  inc reased  in 1970 (the num ber of live b ir th s  p e r  thousand f e ­

m ales employed outside the ag r icu l tu re  and being of reproductive age 

was by 45 p e r  cent h igher than the sam e  indicator for the dependants).

This change may be asc r ibed  p r im a r i ly  to the effect of the 

child c a re  allowance, since m ore and m ore  fem ales  take the opportun­

ity of staying on leave up to the age of th ree  of the child which p r o ­

m otes b irths among fem ales in employment.

Fertility by the educational level of the mother

The cu ltu ra l  level of the m other  is  closely connected with 

fe rti li ty . As a m a t te r  of fact the level of education does not appear  as a 

fac to r  determ ining d irec tly  the fe r t i l i ty ,  but i t  ac ts  upon the conscious 

forming of family size through the socia l d ifferences .

F e r t i l i ty  differences by educational level can only be analysed 

for the la s t  decade i . e .  changes which have taken place between 1960 

and 1968 can be investigated . Data fo r 1 960 c learly  show that fe rti li ty  

gradually  dim inishes when the num ber of c la sse s  attended in c re ases  

and only the fe rt i l i ty  of fem ales  who attended 12 o r  m ore  c la sse s  (or 

graduated from  a university) exceeded the level of those with lower 

school qualification. This situation applies by and la rg e  even to 1968
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with the difference that the fe rt i l i ty  of fem ales with 6-8 c la sse s  a t tend ­

ed exceeds the fe r t i l i ty  of fem ales  with both 1-5 and 9-12 c la sse s  attend­

ed. H ere  not so much the actual fe rt i l i ty  d ifferences  a r e  of significance 

but r a th e r  the d ivergent age composition of s t r a ta  with various educa ­

tional levels: as  a r e su l t  of improving cu ltu ra l  level the percentage of 

fem ales  above 30 and mainly 40 with a very  low num ber of expected 

fu ture b irth  is  r a th e r  high in the le s s  educated p a r t  of the female pop­

ulation of reproductive age. Thus fe rt i l i ty  d ifferences among these 

groups a r e  m ost likely not of s im ila r  magnitude.

We a re  likely to get a b e t te r  idea of cu ltu ra l  d ifferences i n f e r ­

t ility  if in addition to the investigation based on the live birth  ra te s  c a l ­

culated in re la t ion  to fem ales of reproductive age the average parity  

would also  be included in the analysis  of the re la t ion  between the cu l ­

tu ra l  level and fe rt i l i ty .  These l a t t e r  ind ica to rs  show m ore  c lea r ly  the 

tendency that pa ra l le l  with the increas ing  educational level (school 

qualification) of fem ales  the num ber of children d e c re a se s  and a slight 

in c re a se  can only be observed  in case  of fem ales  who a re  fo rm e r  un i­

v e rs i ty  students o r  g raduates .

Regional differences in fertility

The ana lysis  of fe r t i l i ty  d ifferences includes also the in v e s t i ­

gation of regional d ifferences . In this re sp e c t  fe r t i l i ty  d ifferences  of 

ce r ta in  c h a ra c te r i s t ic  groups of se tt lem ent (the capita l,  o ther towns, 

villages) should be mentioned which - ap a r t  f rom  the divergent soc io ­

economic and cu ltu ra l  leve ls  - also re f lec t  long estab lished  attitudes 

towards b ir th  and family planning.

The diverging development pa tte rns  in the live b irth  ra te s  of 

the th re e  types of sett lem ents  can be t rac ed  back to as fa r  as the early  

y e a r s  of the century. The highest ra te  has been observed all along the
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period in the v illages which was followed by the country towns and the 

live b irth  ra te  of Budapest has been the lowest. However, the d i f fe r ­

ences have in c re ased  over this period: in 1910 the birth ra te  in v illages 

was by some 40 p e r  cent higher than in Budapest and by 20 p e r  cent 

h igher  than in the country towns. By 1949 the advantage of villages over 

Budapest rem ained  unchanged, in re la tion  of the country towns, how­

ever ,  it  d isappeared . In 1960 the birth ra te  in Budapest was half as high 

as in the villages and this l a t t e r  ra te  was again by 20 p e r  cent h igher 

than in the country towns.

The rev iva l in b irths  was experienced  this t im e in Budapest 

r a th e r  than in the country towns and hard ly  any r i s e  was observed  in 

the v illages.

A part  from  the fe r t i l i ty  d iffe rences  of the above mentioned 

types of se tt lem en ts  th e re  a r e  s t i l l  cons iderab le  d ifferences in the 

birth ra te s  of various regions (counties, d is t r ic ts ,  e tc . ) .  Without 

entering into a detailed d iscussion  of that p rob lem , it should, however, 

be noted that pas t  d ifferences s t i l l  ex is t  i. e. the h ighest and lowest 

fe r t i l i ty  ra te s  a r e  to be found in the sam e a re a s  as  e a r l ie r .

The influence of fertility on reproduction

In conclusion an account will be given of how the two main in ­

d ica to rs  of reproduction, g ro ss  and net reproduction ra te s  have been 

developing over the recen t y e a rs .

In Hungary the la s t  net reproduction  ra te  indicating a p ro s p e c ­

tive growth of population (1.019) is that of 1 957. Since then, the num ber 

of b ir th s  in any y e a r  have been indicating a declining future population. 

The lowest figure was observed  in 1962 when the net reproduction ra te  

was 0.808 (which implied that the next generation  would be by 20 p e r  cent 

s m a l le r  provided that the 1962 fe r t i l i ty  and m ortality  conditions p r e ­
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vailed for a longer period). Although as a re su l t  of the b ir th  wave of the 

recen t  y e a r s  th e re  was some in c re a se  in the net reproduction rate; in 

1967 i t  attained the level of 0.923 which meant an in c re ase  of 14 p e r  

cent over the m inim um , however, this is  s t i l l  insufficient fo r ensuring 

the reproduction of the population all the m o re  so since in 1971 this 

ra te  dropped back to 0.887.

Reproduction rates* /

*/ The crude (gross) reproduction ra te  shows the average  num ­
b e r  of daughters  that would be borne to a female over h e r  l ife tim e un ­
der  the age specific fe r t i l i ty  ra te s  of the given y e a r .  The net re p ro d u c ­
tion ra te ,  on the o ther hand, shows the num ber of daughters  p e r  female 
that would reach  childbearing age under the m orta li ty  ra te s  of the sam e 
given y e a r .
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b / M o r t a l i t y

Development of mortality

Before the F i r s t  World W ar m orta li ty  conditions in Hungary 

w ere  among the m ost unfavourable ones a ll  over Europe. Although the 

crude m orta li ty  ra te  of 35-39 p e r  thousand experienced in the la te  s e v ­

enties and ea rly  eighties of the la s t  century dec reased  by the early  

y e a rs  of the twentieth century to 2 5 p e r  thousand, n eve r the less  in the 

f i r s t  decades of the century the num ber of deaths p e r  thousand inhab i­

tants was s t i l l  around 22-24, which was among the h ighest figure of the 

period.

Following the F i r s t  World W ar, mainly as a consequence of 

the influenza epidemic, the level of m orta l i ty  rem ained  high and it was 

not until a f te r  1925 that a considerab le  im provem ent took place. As 

against 20-21 p e r  thousand re g is te re d  in the early  1920s the num ber 

of deaths p e r  thousand inhabitants d ec rea sed  to 17-18 and by 1930 as a 

fu r the r  im provem ent this ra te  went down to 16 p e r  thousand. The most 

favourable r a te  before the Second World W ar was observed in 1941: this 

y e a r  the num ber of deaths p e r  thousand inhabitants was 13.2. The m o r ­

tality conditions achieved in Hungary in the in te rw a r  period ensured  a 

place s t i l l  somewhat below the average  among the European coun tries .  

It should, however, be noted that in Hungary s tar t ing  from  a re la t ive ly  

high m orta li ty  leve l the d ec rea se  was among the fa s te s t  in Europe.

The im pact of the Second World W ar was re la t ive ly  s trong , 

however, mainly not in re sp e c t  of w a r  ca sua l t ie s  but the g re a t  num ber 

of civilian deaths. According to e s t im a te s ,  m ore  than 420 000 persons  

died of the population calculated on the p re s e n t  t e r r i to r y  of the country 

mainly in 1944 and to a sm a l le r  extent in 1945, due to w ar  ac t iv it ies .
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W ar casualt ies  amounted to some 135 thousand, 240 thousand persons 

w ere  deported and the num ber of victim s of bombings and o ther ac tiv ities  

reached  45 000.
M ortality  level was high also in 1946-1947 (1 3-1 5 p e r  thousand), 

however, in the subsequent period , up to 1954 the crude m ortality  ra te  

was fluctuating between 11 and 11. 7 p e r  thousand. In the second half of 

the 1950s the m orta lity  ra te  dec reased ;  on average  there  w ere 10.3

deaths in this period per  thousand inhabitants.
The g radual declining tendency of the crude death ra te  continued

also  in the ea r ly  1960s. The m orta li ty  ra te  10.2 m easured  as  an 

average  of 1961-1 965 remained somewhat below the figure observed for 

the preceding five y ea rs  (10. 3 p e r  thousand). The lowest so fa r  Hun­

garian  m orta li ty  ra te  was also m easured  this time: in 1961 the average

num ber of deaths per  thousand inhabitants was only 9 .6 .
The improving tendency experienced up to this time took a. r e ­

v e r s a l  in the second half of the decade: the average death ra te  of 1966- 

1969 was a lready  10.8 per  thousand which meant an in c re ase  of 5-6 per 

cent over the preceding two per iods .  Espec ia lly  re m arkab le  a re  the 

high m orta li ty  ra te s  of 1970 and 1971 when the average num ber of deaths 

p e r  thousand inhabitants was 11.6 and 11.9 respective ly .

The la te s t  h igher level of m orta lity  in Hungary is explained by 

a num ber of fac to rs .  Of these the m ost apparent is  the shift in the age 

composition of the population which will be d iscussed  in details  la te r .  

H ere  we want to em phasize another aspect of m ortality  trends over the 

recen t  y e a r s .  A lready since the early  1920s the m ortality  level of each 

y ea r  has unambigously been determ ined  by the fact whether there  has 

been a h igher w in ter peak in deaths, usually re la ted  to the influenza 

epidemics and the resu ltan t  h igher  num ber of deaths. In y e a rs  when 

there  was an influenza epidemic late  w inter or early  spring, and a r e ­

sulting h igher num ber of deaths, the m orta li ty  conditions of the y ea r  

proved to be also  unfavourable. This ,  however, did not imply in every
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case  an absolute in c re ase  in the num ber of deaths. Since y e a rs  with 

high m orta l i ty  ra te s  which m eant additional and e a r l ie r  deaths of older 

persons  were always followed by (two-to-three) y e a rs  of low m orta li ty  

when the m orta li ty  ra te s  w ere reduced by the p re - t im e  deaths of older 

persons.  Although these high m orta l i ty  ra te s  did not folow each other 

periodically , they usually  o ccu rred  every  second-th ird  y ea r .  Thus b e t ­

ween 1920 and 1941 ten y e a rs  m ay be found with outstandingly high f i ­

gures  of winter deaths (once in January ,  six t im e s  in F e b ru a ry  and 

th ree  t im e s  in March) and also the to tal num ber of deaths m ay be r e ­

garded as high in each of those y e a rs .  (1920, 1922, 1924, 1927, 1929, 

1932, 1933, 1935, 1939, 1941.)
*/Number and rates of deaths

*/
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The periodic ity  of m orta lity  rem ained  essen tia lly  s im ila r  a f ­

t e r  the Second World W ar. Leaving out w ar  y e a r s  when fluctuations 

w ere  caused by o ther type of fac to rs ,  between 1949 and 1965 eight w in ­

t e r  peaks can be found with ex trem e values (five in M arch one in Jan u ­

a ry ,  F eb ru a ry ,  A pril ,  respectively) and the total num ber of deahts 

w ere  re la t ive ly  the h ighest also  in the sam e y e a r s  (in 1949, 1952, 1953, 

1954, 1959, 1960, 1962 and 1965).

Since 1967 the la te  w in ter and ea rly  spring m orta lity  peaks 

have been re c u r r in g  every  y e a r  keeping the m orta l i ty  ra te  y e a r  by y ea r  

at a high level.  These peaks have meant by around 30 p e r  cent h igher 

monthly death ra te s  than the annual ave rages .

The in c re a se  occu rred  in the crude death ra te ,  as it has a l ­

ready been mentioned above, was p r im a r i ly  due to shifts in the age 

composition of the population. In the early  seventies  1 750 000 persons 

of the total population of the country w ere 60 y e a r s  old o r  o lder which 

is  by 380 000, one q u a r te r  m ore  than in the early  s ix ties .  The p e rc e n t ­

age of old persons  in c re ased  during the decade from  13.8 p e r  cent to 

17 .0  p e r  cent which is  even m ore  significant if  one considers  that at 

the beginning of the 20th century the ra tio  of 60 y e a r  old and o lder p e r ­

sons was only 7 p e r  cent, 8 p e r  cent in 1910 and somewhat below 11 p e r  

cent before the Second World W ar. These  fa c to rs  strongly influence 

the num ber of deaths and the crude death ra te s  calculated in re la t ion  to 

the to ta l population, p r im a r i ly  because the g re a te s t  p a r t  of the deaths 

occ u rre d  in the old age group. T h e re fo re ,  the so -ca lled  standardized 

death ra te s  a r e  su p e r io r  to the crude ra te s  in reflecting rea l i ty ,  since 

they a re  based on a constant age composition when the m orta lity  of d if ­

fe ren t  periods  o r  population groups a r e  com pared , and consequently 

d ifferences calculated  in  this way re f lec t  ac tual m orta li ty  d iffe rences .
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Considering all this m orta lity  in Hungary would be 6.3 p e r  

thousand in 1972 on the basis  of the age composition of 1910 as against 

the calculated ac tual ra te  of 11.4 p e r  thousand. Consequently, the " a c ­

tual" d ec rea se  in m orta li ty  ra te s  since 1911 is  74 per  cent as against 

53 per  cent indicated by the crude ra te s .  If the sam e calculation is  p e r ­

formed in re la tion  to the m orta lity  development of the 1960s and s ta n ­

dardization is  based on the age composition of 1960 it can be seen that 

as  against the 12 p e r  cent in c re a se  m easu red  by the crude ra te s  the 

standard  ra te s  show a d ec rea se  of 8 p e r  cent between 1960 and 1 972. 

Th is ,  however, is  again of sm a l le r  s ize  if one considers  that the d e ­

c re a s e  in the s tandard  ra te  between 1948-1949 and 1960 was 19 p e r c e n t  

(nearly 2 p e r  cent annually). A pa rt  from  this it  should also be noted 

that an in c re ase  could be observed  during the 1960s in the standard 

ra te  as  well: as against the ex trem e s tandard  ra te s  of 1960 and 1962

much lower death ra te s  w ere  observed  in the o the r  y e a rs .  The m o r t a ­

lity ra te  s tandard ized  for the age s t ru c tu re  of 1960 was by 9 p e r  cent 

h igher in 1970 (and also in 1971) than in 1966 with the lowest m orta li ty  

ra te  and it exceeded t h e  "actual"  m orta li ty  of every  y ea r .  Consequently, 

although the ra te  of in c re ase  over the recen t  y e a rs  in the m ortality  

level has  not been as  high as  indicated by the crude death ra te s  o ther 

fac to rs  also seem  to have an influence he re .

It is  difficult to fo rsee  the fu ture development of m ortality .  

The expected fu r the r  ageing of the population is  in i tse lf  an increasing  

fac to r.  F o r  if the age specific death ra te s  do not change in the future 

then, considering always the c u r ren t  age composition, the crude death 

ra te  will in c re a se  to 12.5 p e r  thousand by 1980 to 13.1 p e r  thousand by 

1990 and to 13.3 p e r  thousand by 2000. In o rd e r  to keep the num ber of 

deaths at the p re sen t  level the age specific m orta lity  ra te s  have to i m ­

prove on average by 10 p e r  cent by 1980 and by 15 p e r  cent by 2000.
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Cndemds勿脇座肋zeddea幼γtZies@eγ幼o競sa縦is/

Year �Crudedeath 　rates �Standardizeddeathrates, COnSideringthep°Pulation 　COmPOSition 　of 

1910 �1960 

By European standards the Hungarian mortalitylevel can be

C○nSideredto bes°meWhatbelowtheaverage,thusits∴relativeposition

among the countries has notchanged,aSCOmParedtotheprewarcon-

ditions.
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Mortality by sex

It has been generally  known a lready  for a long tim e that the re  

is  a d ifference in the m orta li ty  of the two sexes i . e .  m orta li ty  of m ales  

exceeds that of fem ales .  In the course  of t im e ,how ever, this d ifference 

has in c re ased  and in the 1960s the re  was an in c re a se  even in the excess  

m ales  deaths.

In the ea rly  y e a rs  of the century  the num ber of deaths per 

thousand m ales  exceeded by 4 per  cent and in 1910 a lready  by 8 per  cent 

the num ber of deaths per thousand fem ales .  This difference in c re ased  

in the period a f te r  the F i r s t  World W ar and reached  11-12 p e r  cent. It 

took an ex trem e value a f te r  the Second World War: th e re  w ere by 18 

per cent m ore  deaths in 1948-1949 per 1000 m ales  than fem ales .  In 

1960 the d ifference becam e re la t ive ly  sm all  again (11 per  cent) and 

since then it has been increasing: in 1968 it was 14 per  cent. The

difference in the m orta li ty  levels  of the two sexes is explained by the 

fact that while between 1910 and 1968 the crude m orta li ty  r a te  of fem ales  

improved by 55 per cent that of m ales  only by 52 per  cent. Between 

1960 and 1968 the crude m orta li ty  ra te  of m ales  in c re ased  by 12 per 

cent that of fem ales by 9 per  cent.

The excess m orta li ty  of m ales is even m ore  pronounced i f  it 

is examined in te rm s  of s tandard  m orta li ty .  S tandardizing the sex 

specific m orta li ty  r a te s  by means of an unchanged age composition the 

m orta li ty  of m ales  dec reased  to 31 per  cent and that of fem ales  to 23 

per cent of that t im e  level. In te rm s  of s tandard  ra te s  m ale m orta li ty  

inc reased  by 2 per  cent and female m orta li ty  by 8 p e r  cent between 

1960 and 1968.

The c le a re s t  p ic ture  is  obtained if in o rd e r  to e lim inate the 

effect of different age composition both m orta li ty  ra te s  a r e  s tandard ized  

for the age composition of fem ales .  According to these ind ica to rs  while
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the m orta li ty  ra te s  of the two sexes w ere actually  identical in the early  

y e a rs  of the century, the male m orta lity  in 1938 was a lready  by 13 per 

cent and in 1960 by 32 per  cent h igher than the female m orta li ty .  This 

p ro c e s s  was even acce le ra t ing  during the 1960s: the m ale m orta li ty  ra te  

s tandard ized  for the fem ale  age composition is  a lready  15 per thousand 

which exceeds by 43 p e r  cent the female m orta li ty  level.  In other words 

it  m eans that if the re la t ive  num ber of old age m ales  w ere as  high as  

the fem ales  whose m orta li ty  r a te  is m ore  favourable, the m orta li ty  ra te  

of m ales would be by 43 and not by 14 per cent h igher.

Mortality by age

In the ea rly  y e a rs  and the f i r s t  decade of the century the highest 

weight in the Hungarian m orta li ty  was re p re se n te d  by infant and 

childhood m orta li ty .  In 1900-1901 out of 100 deaths 32 w ere under one 

y e a r  and fu r the r  22 between 1 and 14 y e a rs .  The sam e figures for 1920 

a r e  29 and 15, respective ly .  By the y ea rs  p r io r  to the Second World 

W ar the sh a re  of infant m orta li ty  declined to 17 and that of child 

m orta li ty  to 6 per cent and the situation was hardly  d ifferent a lso  in 

the 1940s. In 1960 only slightly m ore  than 7 per  cent of deaths was 

accounted for by infant deaths and slightly le s s  than 2 p e r  cent by child 

deaths. The declining trend in infant and childhood m ortality  continued 

in the 1960s: in 1969 a lready  le s s  than 5 per  cent of deaths was accounted 

for by infant and 1 per  cent by child deaths.

Simultaneously with the declining sh a re  of infant and child 

deaths the sh a re  of old age deaths is increas ing . In the early  y e a rs  of 

the century only somewhat m ore  than one fifth of the deceased  persons 

w ere  60 y e a r  old or o lder and this figure was one q u a r te r  even in 1910, 

and le s s  than 30 per cent in the 1920s. In the y e a r s  before the Second
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World War the m orta li ty  ra te s  of the old age population w ere 46-48 per 

cent and it occu rred  in the la te  1940s fo r the f i r s t  time that half of the 

deceased  persons  w ere  above 60. Since then this tendency has becom e 

m ore  prevalent: in 19.60 le s s  than 70per cent and over the la s t  tw o  y e a rs  

a lready  7 6 p e rc e n t  of the deaths o ccu rred  to persons  aged 60 and above.

The significant shifts  in the age composition of deaths a r e  only 

par tly  due to the ageing of the population i. e. to the declining num ber 

of b ir th s  and inc reas ing  sh a re  of old age persons just  as  a consequence 

of im proving m orta li ty .  The bas ic ,  underlying cause is  that the im p ro v e - 

ment of m orta li ty  is  r a th e r  d ifferent by age groups: the ra te  of d e c rea se  

in m orta li ty  d im inishes with the p ro g re s s  of age. While between 1900 

and 1969 infant and child m orta li ty  declined to 17 and 3 p e r  cent, 

re spec tive ly ,  of the 1900 level the m orta l i ty  ra te  of 60 y e a r  old and 

older persons  is  only 70 p e r  cent of the figure re la t ing  to the early  

y e a rs  of the century. The ra te  of im provem ent d im inishes with the 

p ro g re s s  of age a lso  among the old age persons:  the m orta li ty  of the 

60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79, 80-84 y e a r  old persons  is  only 50, 52, 63, 

64, 76 per  cent of the 1900 level and the sam e figure for the 85 y e a r  

old and older persons  is  87 per  cent.

A s im ila r  trend  can be observed  for the 1960s. While infant 

and child m orta li ty  im proved between 1960 and 1969 by 29 and 37 per 

cent, re spective ly ,  the m orta li ty  of the 60 y e a r  old and older persons  

dim inished only by one per  cent. Within the age group 60 and m ore ,  

the im provem ent was 8 per  cent in the age group 80-84, and the re  

was no change in the age-group 65-76.

All this points to the fact that the im provem ent in m orta li ty  

may be explained p r im a r i ly  in te rm s  of dec reas ing  infant and child 

m orta li ty  and since the m orta li ty  of these age groups can hard ly  be 

dec reased  considerably  in the future (if Hungarian infant m orta li ty  w ere
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reduced to the level of the countries with the lowest ra te s  it would not 

mean m ore  than 2 per  cent reduction in the overall  m o rta l i ty ) . F u r th e r  

reduction can the re fo re  only be achieved by improving the m orta li ty  of 

the old age population.

Percentage distribution of deaths by age groups

*/  Calculated per 1000 live b irths .
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Number of deaths per 1000 population in the 
corresponding age group

i

* /  P e r  1000 live b ir th s .

Examining in details  the age -spec if ic  m orta li ty  ra te s  of the 

1 960s an unambiguously continuous im proving trend  can be observed all 

over the period in infant and child m orta li ty .  At the beginning of the 

period  the decline in infant m orta li ty  was fa s te r ,  but, a deceleration 

has taken place over the recen t y e a rs  (during the la s t  two y e a rs  even 

some stagnation could be observed). At this low level,  how ever, because 

of the increas ing  sha re  of pe r i-n a ta l  m orta li ty  (which is  explained 

p r im a r i ly  by the growing ra tio  of p re m a tu re  de liver ies  in infant
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mortality) any fu r the r  im provem ent is an increasing ly  difficult objective. 

All taken together the m orta lity  of age groups below ten im proved during 

the c u r re n t  decade by 2 9 per cent but a considerable  par t  of this fell on 

the f i r s t  pa r t  of the decade: between 1960 and 1964 the d ec rea se  was of 

2 0 per  cent and only of 11 per  cent since then.

The m ost im portan t and continuous was the declining trend  in 

the m orta li ty  of the one and two y ea r  old children. At p re sen t  the num ber 

of deaths is  by 55 per  cent le s s  in the one y e a r  old age group and by 43 

per  cent in the two y e a r  old age group than ten y e a rs  ago. Continuous 

d e c rea se  can be observed a lso  for the 3-4 y ea r  old ch ildren , total 

m orta li ty  dec reased  by 23 per cent although in 1969 a lready  a slight 

in c re a se  took place. Total m orta li ty  of 5-9 y e a r  old persons dec reased  

by 2 6 per cent.

It is  c h a ra c te r i s t ic  for every age group in the reproductive age 

(between 15-59) that m orta li ty  was improving in m ost of the decade, 

however, it  s ta r te d  inc reas ing  over the recen t  y e a rs .  Between 1960 and 

1969 the ra te  of im provem ent was the h ighest for the age group 15-24 

(18 per  cent), but the ir  m orta li ty  is  now by 1-3 p e r  cent higher than in 

1966 and th e re  was an ac tual in c re a se  in m orta li ty  as  com pared to 1960 

for the 40-44 y e a r  old population and hardly any im provem ent was ob­

served  for the 50-54 y e a r  old persons.

T here  was a lso  a tem pora ry  im provem ent in the old age 

m orta li ty ,  however, by the end of the decade m orta li ty  ro se  for every 

age group. As com pared to the position in the ea rly  1960s the ra te  of 

im provem ent did not exceed 8 per cent (80-84 yea r  old population) but 

in m ost age groups it was only 3-4 per  cent and the m ortality  of 65-74 

y e a r  old persons  rem ained  unchanged since 1960. Com pared to the yea r  

of lowest m ortality ,  except for the 80-84 and 60-64 y ea r  old populations 

where the in c re a se  was of 5-7 per  cent, the m orta li ty  r a te  ro se  by 

9-13 p e r  cent fo r every  age group.
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If one ana lyses  Hungarian age specific  m orta l i ty  ra te s  in an 

in ternational aspect ,  a ra th e r  manifold p ic ture  is  obtained. The m o r ta ­

lity r a te  of the re cen t  y e a rs  reaches  in certa in  age groups the level of 

countries  with the lowest m ortality ,  while in other age groups the 

stituation is  r a th e r  unfavourable. In this com parison m orta li ty  conditions 

of the children and young age persons  canbe re g a rd e d  as  the m ost f a ­

vourable where the p re sen t  Hungarian m orta li ty  ra te s  a r e  identical with 

those of the m ost developed countries . However, in re sp e c t  of infant 

m orta li ty  our position is  somewhat below the medium level i. e. the 

num ber of deaths, before reaching the age of one, p e r  thousand live b ir th s  

was in 1968-1969 about twice as  high as  in countries  where infant m o r ­

tality  is  m ore  favourable and some half as  high as  in countries  where 

infant m orta li ty  is  the h ighest in Europe.

M ortality of older persons  in reproductive age may a lso  be 

regarded  as  average . The m orta li ty  of old age p e rsons ,  p r im a r i ly  of 

m ales can be said  unfavourable also  in in ternational re sp ec t .

The shifting of age a t death i. e. the s trongly  dec reas ing  sha re  

of infant and child deaths, and the r is in g  num ber and sh a re  of old age 

deaths is  r a th e r  c learly  shown by the in c re a se  in the average  age a t 

death which was 65. 7 and 65.8 on ave rage  in 1971 and 1972. This m eans 

a 40 y ea r  longer length of life than in the early  y e a rs  of the century and 

a lso  by 2 0 y e a rs  longer than before  the Second World W ar. During the 

1960s this in c re ase  was not significant: between 1960 and 1972 the 

average  age a t  death inc reased  by somewhat l e s s  than 4 y e a r s  (6 per 

cent). The difference between the average  ages a t death by sex which is 

due to the low er m orta li ty  of fem ales  has been observed  over a long 

period and this tendency has even a c ce le ra ted  recen tly .
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Average age at death

*/ On the pre-1920 t e r r i to r y  of Hungary.

The figures on expectation of life calculated from  the m orta li ty  

r a te s  of the given y e a r  can be b e t te r  used than the ave rage  age a t death
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for the purpose  of analysing the changes in m orta li ty  o r  the shifting of 

age a t death.

Expectation of life at birth 
(year)

*/ On the pre-1920 of Hungary excluding Croatian-Slavonia .

D ifferences by sex in the expectation of life a t  b ir th  a lso  

indicate the re la t ive  dete rio ra tion  in the m orta li ty  of m a les .  While in 

the early  y e a rs  of the century the su rp lus  expectation of life a t  b ir th  of 

the fem ales  was only 1 .6  y e a rs  i . e .  it  meant by 4 per  cent longer 

expected life, by before  the Second World War it grew to 3. 3 y e a rs  

(6 per  cent) and by 1960 to 4 .4  y e a rs  (7 per  cent). Due to fu r the r  

changes in the 1960s, the life expectancy of fem ales  at b ir th  was a lready  

by 5.3 h igher in 1968 which meant an 8 per  cent longer expected life for 

the fem ales  than for the m ales .
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Average life expectancies at a given age, 
in selected years (year)

Data unambiguously prove that the in c re a se  in the average  life 

expectancy re su l te d  from  the decline of infant and child m orta li ty .  In 

h igher age groups only the life expectancy of fem ales  inc reased  

somewhat.

Differential mortality

Discovering d ifferences is  one of the m ost im portan t tasks  also  

of the m orta li ty  ana lysis  Hungarian dem ographers  have been concerned 

with since the la s t  q u a r te r  of the past  century through the ana lysis  of 

the differing m orta li ty  conditions in the various socio-econom ic groups 

and with revealing  outside fac to rs  influencing m ortality .

One of the fac to rs  that has to be mentioned h e re  is  the effect 

of m a r i ta l  s ta tus  on the level of m ortality .  It has been subject of 

investigations for long, that the very  fact of living in m a rr ia g e ,  i tse lf  

has a favourable influence on m ortality .  Most likely it  is due to the 

c i rcum stance  that persons  with i l l-health  generally  do not en ter into 

m a r r ia g e  and that m orta li ty  of single, m ostly  old age, persons  is  h ig ­

h e r  than that of m a r r ie d  persons  in the sam e age groups. This,  however,
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does not explain why the m orta lity  of widowed and divorced persons  

exceeds that of m a r r ie d  persons  of the sam e age. To es tab lish  this, 

deeper sociological investigations a r e  requ ired ,  so much is ,  however, 

ce rta in  that no rm al family life has a favourable infuence on health 

conditions, which, in re tu rn  influence m orta li ty .  At any ra te ,  it is  

re m a rk ab le  that the favourable influence of m a rr ia g e  on m orta li ty  

p resen ted  i tse l f  mainly concerning m ales ,  which means that m a r r ie d  

life is  even m o re  im portan t for them  than for the fem ales .

It is even m ore  difficult to point out - especially  in a com pa ­

r ison  over time - d ifferences in m orta li ty  by socio-econom ic sta tus and 

by occupations. Such kind of investigations a r e  made especially  proble­

m atic  since d ifferent c lass if ica tions  have been applied in d ifferent pe r i ­

ods to the individual socio-econom ic occupational groups and even the 

composition of these  groups have undergone fundamental changes in the 

course  of time due to not so much because  of changing s ta t is t ic a l  

accounting and p rocess ing  but of m ajo r  h is to r ica l  t ran sfo rm ations .  

Suffice it  to r e f e r  h e re  to differences in the definition of peasan try  

(agricu ltural physical workers) which h inders p re c ise  com parison even 

over the m ost recen t  y e a r s . This is  because  the sm all  sca le  ag r ic u l tu ra l  

fa rm ing  was t ran sfo rm ed  just during the 1960s into ag r icu l tu ra l  

cooperative fa rm ing  and while as  a re su l t  of the socia l re s tra t i f ica t io n  

the youngest m em b ers  of this group a r r iv ed  in the n o n -a g r icu l tu ra l  

s t ra ta  the m ajori ty  of the older ones becam e pensioners  or annuitants. 

All these make the investigation of m orta li ty  r a th e r  unfeasible and 

h inder the com parison in the f i r s t  place.

Data for 1968 p re sen t  the sam e general p ic tu re  as  ind ica to rs  

of 2 0 y e a rs  before , re flec ting  m ore  stable social conditons. According 

to them, the lowest m orta li ty  was observed  for the non-m anual 

occupations, the highest for the non-ag r icu l tu ra l  manual w orkers ,
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including industr ia l  w orkers  and the peasan try  (agricu ltural manuals) 

took a middle position.

Of the regional d ifferences in m orta li ty  those should be 

mentioned in the f i r s t  place which orig inate from  the c h a ra c te r  of the 

various groups of se tt lem ent (capital, other towns, villages). In te rm s  

of crude ra te s  the general trend  up to the la te  1940s was that Budapest 

was leading with the lowest m orta li ty  ra te ,  followed by the v illages and 

the m orta li ty  was the highest in the other towns. The situation has 

changed since 1959-1960. Since then always the country towns had the 

lowest m orta l i ty  r a te s  and in the ea rly  1960s it  is  Budapest r a th e r  than 

the villages which had the highest ra te s .  A ccording to the 1968 figures 

m orta li ty  ra te s  a r e  indentical in the capital and the v illages.
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III. POPULATION COMPOSITION

Sex distribution

The sex distribution of the population is  the following: the 

num ber of m ales and fem ales  a r e  5 004 and 5 318 thousand, r e s p e c t i ­

v e ly .  The 314 thousand surp lus  of fem ales  im plies that the num ber of 

fem ales per  thousand m ales  is 1 063 which is m ore  than at any time 

over the 70 yea r  period before  the Second World W ar, as  established 

by the population censuses .  N evertheless ,  the d ec rea se  in the excess 

of fem ales  has been accele rating : the sex ra tio  i. e. the num ber of f e ­

m ales  p e r  thousand m ales fell from  the peak 1 081 in 1949 by 8 up to 

1960 and by fu r the r  10 up to 1970 since m ore  than half of the increm ent 

of the population has been accounted for by the in c re a se  in the num ber 

of m ales .
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dec reased  and that of fem ales  increased .



Age structure

Somewhat m ore  than one fifth of the population is  in childhood 

and som e one sixth old age. The sh a re  of the fo rm e r  group is the lowest 

ever  and that of persons  over the productive age is much higher than at 

any t im e before a t the time of the population census. This was an alm ost 

unbroken p ro c ess  over the past  hundred y e a rs  and it is  a r e su l t  of the 

ageing of the population. While in 1870 the sha re  of population under 

15 was slightly  m ore  than twice a s  high as that of the old age population, 

one century la te r  the excess  was hardly  one q u a r t e r .  lt happened between 

1960 and 1970 for the f i r s t  time hat the d ec rea se  in the num ber of 

children was not due to b ir th  lo s se s  caused by war ac tiv it ies  but to the 

fact tha t the la rg e  age group borne in 1952 and 1953 left the age group 

0-14 y e a r s ,  and aged into the productive age.

The sh a re  of population in working age has been considerably 

s tead ie r:  s ince 1870 from  census to census som e th ree  fifth of the 

population has belonged to the age group 15-59 y e a rs ,  ex trem e figures 

w ere  observed in the course  of 1890 and 1949 censuses  when this age 

group constituted 57 and 64 per cent of the total population. Their  share  

was 62 per cent in 1970, slightly higher than ten y e a rs  before. T heir  

num ber has in c re ased  by 327 thousand, 5 per cent since 1960.

The acce la r t ion  of the ageing is equally well indicated by the 

declining sh a re  of the younger persons  in the reproductive age group. 

The ra t io  of persons  below 40 within the age group 15-59 gradually 

diminished between 1870 and 1910 from  69 to 67 per cent, between 1920 

and 1970, however, this p rocess  acce le ra ted  and the above figure 

dropped from  68 to 60 p e r  cent.
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Percentage distribution of the population by 
age groups, 1870-1970

Naturally , changes in the age composition a r e  re flected  also  

by data on the ac tual in c re a se  or d ec rea se  in the num ber of people 

belonging to the m ajor age groups. Between 1960 and 1970 as against 

the d e c re a se  of 3 50 thousand in the num ber of children, an in c re a se  of 

nea rly  400 thousand took place in the num ber of old age population. It is 

re m a rk ab le  that this la t te r  inc rease  exceeded by i tse lf  the total in c re ase  

in the population.

The ageing of the population is m ore  pronounced for the fem ales  

than for the m ales .  The average  age of the two sexes was increas ing  in 

identical m anner at ra th e r  m odera te  ra te s  from  1870 up to the turn  of
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the cen tu ry ,  since then, however, the average  age of fem ales  has been 

growing from  decade- to -decade at higher ra te s  than that of m ales .  As 

a re s u l t  of this p ro c ess  in 1970 the average  age of fem ales  was a lready  

2. 7 y e a rs  h igher than the ave rage  age of m ales .

Average age by sex, at census dates 
1870-1970

The age composition of the female population is ch a rac te r ized  

by the fact that the ra t io s  of old age and child population a r e  a lm ost 

identica l (19 and 20 per  cent, re spec t ive ly ) . In case  of m a les ,  however, 

the sh a re  of non-reproductive  age groups is  quite different: the share
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of children is one and a half t im es  higher (22 p e r  cent) than that of the 

old age population (15 per cent). The declining sh a re  of persons  below 

the reproductive age and the increasing  sh a re  of those 60 and above can 

be observed for both m ales  and fem ales: in 1960 the sh a re  of children 

was 27 per  cent for the m ales  and 24 per  cent for the fem ales ,  the 

respec t ive  figures of the old age population a r e  12 per  cent for the 

m ales  and 15 p e r  cent for the fem ales .

Analysing changes in the age composition of the population, 

occu rred  between 1960 and 1970, by five y e a r  age groups it can be pointed 

out that the sh a re s  of the age groups below 10 y e a rs  and 50-54 y e a rs  

d ec rea sed  considerably  while those of the age groups 40-44 y e a rs ,  

fu r the r  55 y e a rs  and over increased  significantly and those of the r e s t  

rem ained  p rac tica lly  unchanged. The causes  of changes in the re la t ive  

ra t io s  of the age groups 40-44 and 50-54 y e a rs  a r e  to be found in the 

fact the sm all  age groups borne during the F i r s t  World W ar survived 

from  the fo rm e r  into the la t te r  age group jus t  between 1960 and 1970. 

Consequently, a t  the tim e of the la s t  population census the num ber of 

persons  in the age group 40-44 y e a rs  is  by n ea r ly  two th ird s  higher and 

that of those in the age group 50-54 y e a rs  is  one th ird  sm a l le r  than in 

1960. Of the r e s t  of the age groups the la rg e s t  in c re a se  was observed 

in the num ber of persons of the age group 80 y e a rs  and over , it exceeds 

by two fifths the figure of ten y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  The in c re a se  in the age 

group 65-69 y e a rs  is  m ore  than one th ird  and in the 70-74 y e a r  age 

group it is one th ird . The in c re ase  by m ore  than one fifth in the age 

groups 15-19 and 75-79 y e a rs  may be said a lso  significant. A part  from 

the age groups 5-9, 0-4 y e a r s  (where the in c re a s e s  w ere  of 29 and 15 

per  cent) considerable  in c re a se  (11 per  cent) took place a lso  in the age 

group 30-34 y e a rs .
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In the m ajori ty  of age groups the changes in the num ber of 

people belonging to a given group were s im ila r ,  if looked a t  by sex. 

However, the age groups 25-29, and 20-24 y e a r s  a r e  exceptions, where 

the in c re a se s  in the num ber of m ales  w ere re spective ly  ten tim es and 

twice higher than for the fem ales .  On the other hand in the age groups 

80 y e a rs  and over and 75-79 y e a rs  it was the num ber of fem ales  that 

in c re ased  fa s te r ,  by m ore  than twice and one and a half t im es,  

re spec tive ly ,  than that of the m ales .

Percentage distribution of the population by major age 
groups and sex 

1960-1970
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Percentage distribution of the population by five year age groups
and sex 

1960 - 1970



Marital status

Changes in the composition of the 15 y ea r  old and older popu­

lation by m a r i ta l  s ta tus  is  ch a rac te r ized  between 1960 and 1970 for both 

m ales  and fem ales  by a steeply r is ing  num ber and ra tio  of divorced 

persons  and by slightly dec reas ing  sha res  of m a rr ie d  and widowed per ­

sons. The sha re  of bachelo rs  and sp in ters  developed in the opposite 

direction: the sh a re  of the fo rm e r  ones slightly in c re a se d ,  that of the 

la t te r  ones slightly diminished.

The growth and stagnation of the sha re  of unm arr ied  persons 

m eans the end of a half century long p ro c ess .  The explanation l ies  in 

the fact that the g re a te s t  sh a re  in the age group 15 y e a rs  and over was 

re p re se n te d  by persons between 15 and 19 m ost of whom w ere u n m a r ­

r ied .  The r i s e  in the sh a re  of widowed persons is  connected with the 

prolongation of the life  time.

The in c re a se  in the num ber of divorced persons  was fa s te r  

than experienced ever before. The number of divorced m ales  was twice 

as  high in 1970 as ten y e a r s  e a r l i e r  and the sam e figure for fem ales 

was by 60 p e r  cent h igher than in 1960.

Percentage distribution of the 15 year old and older 
population by marital status and sex, 

1960-1970
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Examining the distribution of the population by m ar i ta l  s ta tus 

and by age groups it can be seen that the sh a re  of m a r r ie d  persons 

inc reased  between 1960 and 1970 in the m ale age groups below 25, and 

50 y e a r s  and over, as  well as  among the 30 y ea r  old and o lder fem ales . 

The sh a re  of divorced persons  increased  considerably  for both sexes  

and in every  age group.

15 year old and older married and divorced 
population by age groups and sex as a 

percentage of the total number of people 
in the corresponding age groups 

1960-1970
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Households

On January  1st, 1970 9 199 651 persons  lived in 2 700 393 f a ­

mily househods; and 780 943 p e rsons  belonged to other (non-family) 

households the m ajority  of which (8 of every ten households) w ere one- 

person  households.

A ccording to the definition applied in the Hungarian s ta t is t ic s  

a household is  a group of individuals who live together in a dwelling or 

pa r t  of it, sh a re  in genera l  the ir  principal m ea ls  and cover the connec­

ted expenses together .  Accordingly, a household is  d ifferent from  a fa ­

mily in that re sp e c t  that while a family is  a closed biological unit, the 

household is  the economic community of individuals living together 

i r re s p e c t iv e  of whether they a r e  re la t ives  or not.

Households consisting of one or s ev e ra l  fam ilies  a r e  regarded  

as family-households. O ne-person  households and households consisting 

exclusively of "frac tion  fam ilies"  constitute the group of so -ca lled  

"o the r  households".

The num ber of households increased  considerably  fa s te r  

between two population censuses  than that of household m em bers ;  by 

1970 the num ber of households ro se  by nea r ly  10 per cent a t  the same 

tim e the num ber of household m em bers  in c reased  by hardly  5 p e r  cent;
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consequently the num ber of persons per  100 households diminished 

from  310 to 2 95.

Somewhat m ore  than 93 per cent of the family-households a re  

one-family households, somewhat l e s s  than 7 per  cent two-family house­

holds and the respec t ive  ra t io  of households consisting of m o re  than two 

fam ilies  is  0.2 per cent (their absolute num ber being 5 284). The num ­

b e r  of family-households is  by le s s  than 7 per cent sm a l le r  than that of 

fam il ies .  E very  sixth one-family household sh a re s  living q u a r te rs  with 

re la t ives ;  outside persons live in a half per  cent of the total family 

households.
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The num ber of family households has inc reased  over the las t  

ten y e a rs  by 4 per cent, a t  the sam e time the ir  sh a re  in total households 

dim inished from  84 per  cent in 1960 to 80 per cent.

About 5 per cent of the total households consist  of sev e ra l  

fam ilies  and this sha re  has rem ained  unchanged over the past 10 y e a rs ,  

however, the ir  absolute num ber increased  by 20 566, nea r ly  13 per  cent 

com pared  to 1960. The sh a re  of the la rg e r  fam ilies  diminished over the 

sam e period. The m ajority  of the two-family households a r e  households 

of genetic re la t iv e s ,  so -ca l led  "p aren t  couple - children couple".

F em ales  account for only ten per cent of the household heads 

and two th irds  of the single persons.

C om pared to 1960 the highest in c re ase  occurred  in re sp e c t  of 

one-person  households; the num ber of 2-4 person  households increased  

too and the sh a re  of 3-4 person  households is but slightly higher than 

ten y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  Both the sha re  and the absolute num ber of the 5 and 

m o re  person  households diminished; within this the num ber of ho u se ­

holds consisting of 7 or m ore  m em bers  is  by some one q u a r te r ,  and 

the ir  re spec t ive  sh a re  in the total households is by one th ird  sm a l le r  

than a t  the t im e of the preceding population census.

During the ten y e a r s  between the two population censuses  in 

acco rdance  with the expansion of employment, the num ber of active 

e a rn e r s  living in households ro se ,  thus m ore  than half of the population 

living in households is employed in the different b ranches of the national 

economy.

In 69 per  cent of the households th e re  a r e  in equal sh a re s  

e i ther one or two active e a rn e r s  and th ree  ac tive e a rn e r s  can be found 

only in every  11th household. It is  due to increas ing  pensioning of active 

e a rn e r s  that there  is only inactive e a rn e r  in every sixth household.
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The average  num ber of ac tive e a rn e r s  per household on national 

average  is 1 .4 3 .  In re sp ec t  of tw o-person  households the num ber of 

active e a rn e r s  p e r  household rem a ins  only slightly below one. F o r  the 

th ree -person  households this figure a lready  exceeds the national average  

and in the la rg e r  fam ilies  it tends to be even h igher.

With the s ize  of the households the num ber of active e a rn e r  

m em b ers  in c re a se s  too, however, the l a rg e r  the household, the m ore 

persons  need support per  active e a rn e r  and the re fo re ,  there  a r e  great 

d ifferences in the dependancy ra tio  between the sm all  and la rg e  ho u se ­

holds. The num ber of inactive e a rn e r s  and dependants in the seven and 

m ore person  honseholds was twice as high as  in the th re e -p e r so n  

households.
In about one fifth of the households every  m em ber is an active 

e a rn e r .  Within this in 2 9 per  cent of the tw o-person  households both 

m em b ers  a r e  ac tive  e a rn e r s  and the sh a re  of th re e  ac tive e a rn e r  

households in the total th re e -p e r so n  households is  about ten per  cent. 

In 4 per cent of the fou r-pe rson  households every m em ber  is an active 

e a rn e r .  Some half of the single persons  is  ac tive e a rn e r  and the sh a re  

of inactive e a rn e r s  exceeds two fifths of persons  living in one-person  

households. The sha re  of households with inactive e a rn e r s  only is 

re la t ive ly  high even in case  of tw o-person  households.

Changes taken place in the socio-occupational conditions of the 

country a l te red  a lso  the socio-occupational composition of the ho u se ­

holds. The planned development of industry , the soc ia lis t  reorganiza tion  

of the ag r ic u l tu re ,  shifts in the re la t ive  sh a re s  of physical and in te l le c ­

tual w orke rs ,  pensioning of active e a rn e r s  and the re su ltan t  social 

re s t r a t i f i c a t io n  and its  influence on the population composition a r e  

re f lec ted  a lso  by the data on households.

Ten y e a r s  e a r l i e r  one th ird  of the household heads was an 

ag r ic u l tu ra l  active e a rn e r  of manual occupation, the sam e sh a re  in 1970
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was a lready  somewhat below 15 per cent. The sha re  of household heads 

of n o n -ag r icu l tu ra l  manual occupation changed but slightly, while that 

of household heads of non-m anual occupations inc reased  between the 

two population censuses  form  14 to 19 p e r  cent. The pensioning of 

ag r ic u l tu ra l  manual w orkers  contributed to the doubling of the num ber 

of household heads who a re  inactive ea rn e rs .

The num bers  of inactive ea rn e r s  and dependants per  100 active 

e a rn e r s  do not show a uniform p ic tu re .  In households where the house ­

hold heads a r e  of manual occupation and in other employment 100 active 

e a rn e r s  a r e  to support 116 p e rsons .  In case  of household heads who 

a r e  ac tives  and belong to other socio-econom ic groups the num ber of 

inactive e a rn e r s  and dependants per  100 ac tive e a rn e r s  rem a ins  below 

100.

Family

According to the s ta t is t ic a l  definition the family is the c losest  

unit of individuals re la ted  by blood or household: it  is  the so -ca lled  

" family nucleus" . Consequently, a family is  a m a r r ie d  couple without 

children or with u n m arr ied  children and fu r the r  one paren t living 

together with un m arr ied  children. In re la tion to the family, u n m arr ied  

children a r e  regarded  as children i r re sp e c t iv e  of the ir  age.

At the tim e of the population census of the 9 199 651 persons 

living in family households 8 697 183 lived in 2 890 962 fam ilies .  The 

num ber of fam ilies  was by nea rly  5 per cent higher than 10 y ea rs  

e a r l i e r ,  a t  the sam e time the num ber of persons  living in fam ilies  rose  

by 1 p e r  cent, consequently the num ber of family m em bers  per  100 

fam ilies  d ec rea sed  from  312 to 301.
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Some nine tenths of fam ilies  a r e  m a r r ie d  couples while one 

tenth consis t  of a m other or fa ther living with a child or children. The 

num ber of fam ilies  consisting of m a rr ie d  couples has in c re ased  by 

nea rly  one q u a r te r  and the number of fam ilies  consisting of one paren t 

and children has diminished by m ore than 4 per cent over the past 21 

y e a rs .

In nearly  nine tenths of one-paren t fam ilies  with child it is  the 

m other who is the "one paren t" .  The share  of those fam ilies  where the 

family head is  a female, is 9 p e rc e n t  of total fam ilies ,  and also  includes 

fam ilies  where the fa ther is  away on job.
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The m ost im portan t change taken place in the demographic 

composition of fam ilies  over the 21 y ea rs  between 1949 and 1970 was 

the increas ing  num ber of fam ilies  and decreas ing  s ize  of fam ilies ,  the 

m ajo r  cause of which is  the declining num ber of children living in the 

family. This was the re su l t  of two different but r a th e r  heterogeneous 

fac to rs .  The change was par tly  connected with an upswing in m a rr ia g e s ;  

sim ultaneosly  with rejuvenation of those concluding m a rr ia g e  a lso  the 

num ber of m a rr ia g e s  concluded at la te r  ages increased .  The great 

num ber of new m a rr ia g e s  in c re ased  mainly the tw o-person  fam ilies  

consisting of only the m a r r ie d  couples. The re la t ive ly  sho rt  duration of 

the m a r r ia g e  in case  of these  m a rr ia g e s  and the prolongation of 

m a r r ia g e  beyond the childbearing age in case  of older couples which is 

due to the extension of the length of life, had a dec reas ing  influence on 

the average  num ber of children in fam ilies .  The second fac to r  is 

fe r t i l i ty .  The influence of decreas ing  fe r t i l i ty  since the end of the la s t  

century is re f lec ted  in the num ber of children living in fam ilies .  This 

was strengthened by the p ro c ess  that an increas ing  num ber of children 

left the family because of h igher chance of getting m a rr ie d  e a r l i e r   

getting an ac tive e a rn e r  a t  a ll .

The num ber of children living in family, the p r im ary  

dete rm inan t of the family size was 3 208 710 in 1970 by 420 397 le s s  

than in 1949. The ra tio  of children to family m em bers  has a lso  d e ­

c rease d  from  45 to 37 per  cent over the past 21 years .

The sh a re  of fam ilies  living without children was nea rly  27 per 

cent in 1949, the sam e figure in 1960 was s t i l l  som e 31 p e r  cent, 

however, a t  the tim e of the p re sen t  population census it a lready  

exceeded one th ird .  Simultaneously with the in c re a se  in the sh a re  of 

fam ilies  without children, a lso  the sha re  of one-child fam ilies  increased  

since 1949. The sha re  of two-child fam ilies  can be said unchanged,
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however, th e re  has been a s teep decline in the num ber and sh a re  of 

fam ilies  "living with m ore  chidren.

Nearly 38 per cent of m a r r ie d  couples have no child and 32 

p e r  cent have one. The sh a re  of one-child  fam ilies  in c re ased  a lso  s ig ­

nificantly in case  of one parent fam ilies .  In 1949 hardly  half of these 

fam ilies  had one child while this figure in 1970 was two th irds .  The 

sh a re  of' two-child m a r r ie d  couples has been steadily  increas ing  over 

the past 21 y e a rs ,  while that of th ree -o r  m o re -ch i ld  fam ilies  has been 

gradually  dec reas ing  in case  of both family types.

Due to changes in the family composition by the num ber of 

children, the average  num ber of children per family has diminished by 

2 7 per  cent during the 21 y e a r s .  The num ber of children per  100 fam ilies  

was s t i l l  152 in 1949 and 126 in 1960, in 1970, however, this figure 

was a lready  111. Calculated in re la tion to fam ilies  with child or 

children, the ave rage  num ber of children per  family was above 2 in 

1949 (it was 208 per  100 families),  and in 1970 this figure was a lready  

167 children per  100 fam ilies  with children.

The num ber of children under 15 y e a rs  living in fam ilies  was 

2 071 926,by 401 429 le s s  than 10 y e a rs  e a r l i e r .  The sha re  of fam ilies  

where th e re  is no child under 15 y e a r s  inc reased  from  48 to 54 per cent 

between 1960 and 1970. The num ber of children under 15 y e a rs  

dec reased  a l s o in re la tion  to children living in family, while in 1960 

m ore  than 71 per cent of children living in family was under 15 y e a rs ,  

in 1970 this was not quite two th irds .

The distribution p resen ts  a true p ic ture  of the v i t a l  events; 

changes in the num ber of children in family re f lec t  the modifications 

of the Hungarian fe r t i l i ty  h is to ry  i. e. the p ro c ess  that young fem ales  

give b ir th  in the period direc tly  a f te r  concluding the m a rr ia g e  to the 

f i r s t  child and in m ost cases  to the second one too, but very ra r e ly  to 

subsequent ones.

70



Due to the dec reas ing  num ber of children in fam ilies  the re  has 

been a change in the composition of fam ilies  by the num ber of family 

m em bers ;  the num ber of sm a l le r  (two-, th ree  - and four-m em ber)  f a ­

m ilies  in c reased  somewhat and that of la rg e r  (four- and m ore-m em ber) 

ones fu r the r  diminished. The sh a re  of tw o-m em ber fam ilies  is  m ore 

than two fifths, and that of th re e -m e m b e r  ones comes nea r  to one th ird  

of the num ber of all  fam ilies .

The sh a re  of active e a rn e r s  is higher in fam ilies  than in the 

households; the explanation of this is  that data on households includes 

the single persons  and a lso  the re la t ives  living in family, households; 

half of the fo rm e r  group is  inactive ea rn e r  or dependant and the m ajority  

of the la t te r  a r e  non-active e a rn e r s .

In 3 5 p e r  cent of the fam ilies  the re  is  one ac tive e a rn e r  family 

m em ber and in 42 per  cent two family m em bers  a r e  active e a rn e r s ;  

th ree  or m ore  active e a rn e r s  can be found only in every  eleventh family 

and in one eighth of the total fam ilies  the re  a r e  only inactive e a rn e r s .

In nea rly  one th ird  of m a rr ie d  couples without a child the 

family head or his spouse, is  an active e a rn e r ,  in somewhat m o re  than 

two th irds  both a r e  active e a rn e r s  and finally, it is in one th ird  of these 

fam ilies  that e ither the family head or his spouse or both of them a re  

inactive e a rn e r s .

S im ilar ly  to the households, the changes taken place in the 

socio-occupational conditions of the country a lso  tran sfo rm ed  the socio- 

occupational composition of the fa m il ie s . In 1949 a lm ost half of the 

to tal fam ilies  w ere ag r ic u l tu ra l  fam ilies , this figure in 1970, however, 

was hardly  m ore  than one fifth. The sh a re  of fam ilies  of persons  in 

employment ro se  from  40 per cent in 1949 to 61 per  cent in 1970, 

m oreove r  th ree  q u a r te rs  of household heads who w ere active ea rn e r s  

a r e  employees; ten y e a rs  e a r l ie r  the household head was self-employed
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or a family helper in 57 per cent of fam ilies .  In 1970 this sh a re  was 

hardly  4 p e r  cent. At the tim e of the p receding  population census the 

sh a re  of cooperative m em ber  fam ilies  was 17 per cent, in 1970 it a lready  

exceeded one fifth. The sh a re  of fam ilies  of non-m anuals  ro se  over the 

past ten y e a rs  from  16 to 22 per  cent.

The sh a re  of family heads in active e a rn e r  socio-econom ic 

occupational groups dec reased  considerably  over the past  ten y e a rs .  

Over the sam e period the sh a re  of fam ilies  with inactive e a rn e r  family 

head a lm os t  doubled and in 1970 a lready  every fifth family head was 

an inactive ea rn e r .

Ethnic groups

At the p re sen t  te r r i to ry  of Hungary the questions of ethnicity, 

nationality a r e  not significant because 97-98 p e r  cent of the population 

a r e  Hungarians. N everthe less ,  questions re la t ing  to the m other tongue 

a r e  included in the questionnaires of the population censuses  and detailed 

s ta t is t ic a l  investigations a r e  ca r r ie d  out in those p a r ts  of the country 

where non-Hungarians live in g re a te r  num ber.

Educational level of the population

The level of education fu r the r  in c re ased  at a considerable 

degree  between the la s t  two population ce nsuses .  In 1970 the highest 

level of education for the 2 9 per  cent of the 7 y e a r  old and older popula­

tion was the 8th c lass  of the p r im a ry  school and this sh a re  in 1960 was 

18 per  cent. The sha re  of persons with m aturi ty  ce r t if ica te  awarded
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ro s e  from  4‘. 5 to 8.3 per  cent over the sam e period. The sha re  of 

persons  with ce r t i f ica te s  of higher level educational institu tions was 

3.2 p e r  cent in 1970 as  against 1. 9 per cent in 1960; this was influenced 

a lso  by the setting  up of new higher level technical schools.

Percentage distribution of the 7 year old 
and older population by the highest educational 

level
1949-1970

The decline in the sh a re  of persons not having attended school 

in the ten y ea r  old and older population from  3.2 to 1 .9  per cent ind i ­

ca tes that the abolition of i l l i te racy  may be regarded  as  completed. The 

num ber of i l l i te ra te  persons dropped from  260 thousand to 171 thousand 

during the 1960s.
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In 1970 already  m ore  than half, in 1960 only one th ird , of the

15 y ea r  old and older population completed at lea s t  the 8th c la ss  of the 

p r im a ry  school. The num ber of persons  with such education in c re ased  

by some two th ird s  in the in te rcensa l  period and this figure com es at 

p resen t nea r  to 4 .2  million.

The num ber of persons with at lea s t  m atu r i ty  ce rt i f ica te  alm ost 

doubled between 1960 and 1970 and it is  slightly below 1.2 million and 

th e i r  share  in the 18 y ea r  old and older population in c re ased  from 9 to

16 p e r  cent.

Of the 25 y ea r  old and older population every  25th person  has 

a ce r t if ica te  of some higher level educational institution, the ir  absolute 

num ber (273 thousand) is  by nea rly  70 per  cent and th e ir  share  in the 

population of the corresponding age group is  by some half higher, than 

ten y e a rs  e a r l ie r .

Population by educational level as a percentage of 
the corresponding age groups 

1941-1970
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D ifferences in education by sex fu r th e r  diminished p r im a r i ly  

among persons  with m edium  and h igher level education. The share  of 

persons  with at lea s t  m a tu r i ty  ce rt i f ica te  in the 18 y ea r  old and older 

m ale  population was in 1949 two and a ha lf - t im es  in 1960 by nearly  

twice as hight as in the corresponding  female population. In 1970, 

however, the sha re  of m a le s  with such education exceeded by only one 

th ird  that of fem ales .  The share  of persons  with ce rt i f ica te  of higher 

level educational institution in 25 yea r  old and older m ale  population 

in 1949 by six in 1960 by four and in 1970 by not quite four t im es  as 

high as in the corresponding  female population.

Population by educational level and sex as a 
percentage of the corresponding age groups 

1941-1970

The inc reas ing  educational level can be observed in the older 

age groups. Th is  is  caused  in the f i r s t  place by younger persons  with 

h igher educational level surviving into o lder age g ro u p s . Notwithstanding, 

the disadvantage of older persons  com pared  to the young ones s ti ll  

ex is ts  in th is  field, e .g .  the share  of persons  with at lea s t  8 c la sse s  of
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p r im ary  school attended in the age group 2 0-24 y e a rs  was 29 per cent 

in 1949, 62 per cent in 1960, 91 per  cent in 1970. The sam e ra tio  at 

the sam e dates assum ed  the following values in age group 40-49 y ea rs :  

16, 23, and 41 per  cent, respective ly .

The 15 year old and older population by educational 
level and age group as a percentage of the corresponding 

age groups 
1960-1970

T here  was a considerable  im provem ent in the educational l e ­

vel of fem ales  over the ten y e a rs .  In the younger age groups nowadays 

the educational level of fem ales  is  h igher, but it is lower in every older 

age group than that of the m ales .  However, in the age group 15-29 

y e a rs  m ore  fem ales  than m ales  complete a t  le a s t  the 8 c la sse s  of the 

p r im ary  school; even the re la t ive  sh a re  of fem ales  who have m aturi ty
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ce r t i f ica te s  is considerably  higher in that age -span  than for the m ales .  

In the age groups below 2 5 y e a rs  the sha re  of fem ales  with such 

education is  a lm ost one and a half tim es higher than that of the m ales 

as  against the situation ten y e a rs  before when the two ra tio s  w ere nearly  

identical.

The 15 year old and older population by educational 
level, age group and sex, as a percentage of the 

corresponding age groups
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In 1970 the num ber of persons  with m aturi ty  ce rt i f ica te  as  the 

highest educational level,  was 780 thousand, about twice a s  high as  ten 

y e a rs  e a r l i e r . Within this the num ber of m a le s  with such education ro se  

by som e th ree  q u a r te rs  and that of fem ales  m ore  than doubled

Of changes taken place in the composition of m atu ri ty  c e r t i f i ­

cates by type and ch a ra c te r  the m ost im portan t  is  the in c re a se  in the 

sh a re  of ce rt i f ica te s  in technical qualifications from  14 to 21 per  cent 

and the decline in the sh a re  of those with te a c h e r ’ s qualification from  

17 to 6.5 per cent. The reason  of the la t te r  is  that school and 1 k in d e r ­

garten  tea ch e rs  a r e  being tra ined  la te ly  in higher and not in secondary 

level institu tions. In re sp ec t  of m ales  the dec reas ing  sh a re  of economics 

qualification is  a lso  re m arkab le  as  well a s  the considerably  dec reas ing  

trend , opposite to that of the total population, in the sh a re  of persons 

obtained m aturi ty  ce r t if ica te  in general secondary  schools. The sha re  

of persons  with m aturi ty  ce r t if ica te  in c re ased  steeply from  38 to 51 per 

cent in the female population.

The num ber of persons  with a ce r t i f ica te  of h igher level edu ­

cational institutions ro se  since 1949 (from 97 thousand) to m o re  than its 

th re e  t im es  level (to 2 95 thousand) and within this the in c re ase  observed 

for the m ales  was two and a half t im es ,  and five and a half t im es  for 

the f e m a le s .  As a re su lt ,  the sh a re  of fem ales  within those who obtained 

a un ivers i ty  or college ce r t if ica te  ro s e  from  17 p e r  cent in 1949 to 30 

per cent. The female expansion becom es especially  apparen t if the in - 

c re a s e  between 1949-1959 and 1960-1969 in the num ber fem ales  awarded 

ce rt i f ica te  is  com pared; of the increm en t  in the num ber of persons 

graduated from  higher level educational institutions 31 p e r  cent was 

accounted for by fem ales  in the f i r s t  period and 42 p e r  cent in the 

second. The sh a re  of fem ales  in c re ased ,  com pared to 1949 and 1960 

considerably  in case  of every  ce r t i f ica te - type  except for those in a r t s .  

A re la t ive ly  l a rg e r  in c re a se  occurred  in the ir  sh a re  within those with

78



ce r t i f ica te s  in public adm in is tra t ion  and law where in 1960 only every 

th ir t ie th  and in 1970 a lready  every  tenth person  was a female. F em ales  

constitute now the m ajori ty  of persons with t e a c h e r 's  ce rt if ica te ,  and 

th e ir  share ,  in persons with qualification in health  and economics is 

well above one th ird  o r  somewhat below it.

Some 40 thousand persons  graduated from  the educational 

institutions estab lished  a f te r  1960 (higher level technical schools, 

ins t itu tes  for school and k indergarten  t e a c h e r ' s  tra in ing , specia lized  

sc h o o ls ) ,14 thousand of them  in engineering sc iences ,  alm ost 12 thousand 

in education, m ore  than 9 thousand in ag r ic u l tu ra l  sc iences  and 6 

thousand in econom ics. Exluding them from  our investigation it can be 

said  that the num ber of persons  with advanced leve l  i. e. high school, 

un ivers i ty  or college ce r t i f ica te s  inc reased  by 95 thousand since 1960. 

Within this the num ber of graduates in engineering sc iences  and economics 

ro s e  to one and a half t im es ,  that in ag r ic u l tu ra l  sc iences  and education 

nea rly  doubled.

Changes in the composition of persons  with advanced level 

education by the type of the ce rt if ica te ,  taken place between 1960 and 

1970, is ch a rac te r ize d  by a s trong  in c re a se  in the sha re  of ce rt i f ica te s  

inpublic adm in is tra t ion  and law and by a sm a l le r  decline in the sh a re s  

of graduates  in health, a r t s  and other. No re m a rk a b le  change o ccu rred  

in the re la t iv e  sh a re s  of the other ce r t i f ica te s .

In te rm s  of absolute num bers  the h ighest in c re ase  was observed 

for ce r t i f ica te s  in ag r ic u l tu ra l  sc iences ,  econom ics and engineering 

sc iences .  Com pared to 1960 the ir  num ber is a t  p re sen t  m o re  than 

twice as  high. The num ber of persons  with ce r t if ica te  in education 

n ea r ly  doubled and that of those in health and a r t s  ro s e  by som e two 

fifths. The in c re a s e  in the num ber of graduates in public adm in is tra t ion  

and law is  re la t ive ly  sm all,  it is of 5 per  cent a ltogether.
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Percentage distribution of persons with a certificate of higher level 

educational institution by the type of the certificate and sex
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19 per cent of the 15 y ea r  old and older population, and within 

this 31 per  cent of m ales  and 8 per cent of fem ales have a ce rtif icate  

aw arded by som e vocational train ing school; le s s  than half of persons 

with such ce rt i f ica te  is in working age and the sh a re  of old age persons 

is only 15 p e r  cent. Considerably  m ore  than half of these persons 

attended 8 c la sse s  of p r im a ry  school and the share  of those with lower 

educational level is  28 per cent only. Nearly one th ird  of persons  with 

8 c la ss e s  of p r im ary  school attended as  the highest educational level 

supplemented the ir  education with a ce rt if ica te  of vocational (raining. 

The corresponding  sh a re  in persons  with m aturity  cert if ica te  is nearly  

one fifth.
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IV. GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION

Survey of settlement conditions-, population densitiy

The se ttlem ent conditions of the Hungarian population has 

been shaped by h is to r ica l  events: one hundred fifty y e a rs  of T u rk ish  

occupation (1526-1686) and the accompanying fights, subsequent w ars  

and t e r r i to r i a l  changes, industria l iza tion  and urbanization bringing 

p ro g re s s  and dispropc r t iona li t ies  at the sam e tim e, from  which the 

planned settlem ent policy of the recen t y e a rs  t r i e s  to c rea te  a r e a s o n ­

able geographical d istr ibu tion  of the population.

Population density in Hungary has doubled over the pas t  hun­

dred y e a rs  increas ing  from  54 in 1870 to 111 inhabitants per  square  

k i lom etre .  Thus, considering European conditions, the country belongs 

to countries  with higher than average density but she is fa r  from  the 

m ost densely populated countries  and from  showing signs of over-popu ­

lation.

D isregard ing  city agglom erations, the re  a re  no ex trem e  dif­

fe rences  in the densit ies  of the regional units (counties); however, the 

difference between the le s s  densely populated county (60 persons  per 

square  kilom etre) and the m ost densely populated one (136 persons  per 

square  k ilometre) is r a th e r  considerab le .  The la t te r  figure was o b se rv ­

ed in the county of P e s t  surrounding the capital; but apart  from  th is  

the density is  outstanding only in the m ore  industria l ized  counties.

The p ro c e s s  of urbanization that gained momentum in the s e ­

cond half of the century  was not an even one. As against the pronounced 

development of Budapest as a cen tra l  city the country towns lagged
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behind and the t ra n s i to ry ,  so -ca lled  medium town-type was especially  

m issing .  The re su l t  of this p rocess  is a one-cen tre  town or settlem ent 

sy s tem . L arge  ag r icu l tu ra l  t owns situated in the G reat  Hungarian Pla in  

a re  Hungarian spec ia lit ies ;  the concentra tion of the population in these 

se tt lem en ts  dates back to the t im e of T urk ish  occupation.

Another c h a ra c te r is t ic  feature of the Hungarian settlem ent 

sys tem  is the g rea t  num ber of detached fa rm s  sca tte red  around the 

v illages in some p a r ts  of he country and also around the above m ention­

ed ag r ic u l tu ra l  towns, n, 1970 8 .3 per  cent of the to ta l population 

lived in detached fa rm s or inhabited a r e a s .  However, this sha re  has 

been s trongly  declining especially  over the recen t  y e a rs .  In 1949 this 

figure was s t i l l  17.1 p e r  cent. The number of persons  living in such 

detached p laces  dec reased  by 23 per  cent even over the las t  ten  y e a rs .  

(This is  m ainly connected with the shrinking of the proportion  of the 

ag r ic u l tu ra l  population from  39 to 26 per cent over the ten  y e a r s . )  In ­

habitants  of detached fa rm s  increasingly  move into the towns or inner 

d is t r ic ts  of the villages which tend to provide higher job opportunities. 

The economically m ore  able detached inhabited p laces ,  as fa rm  cen ­

t r e s ,  a re  being t ra n s fo rm e d  in many p laces  into closed colonies or 

v i l la g e s .

At the census date of 1970, the population lived in 76 towns 

and 3 135 v illages. (The number of towns has inc reased  s ince .)  In 

re sp e c t  of public adm inis tra t ion , the sm a l le r  villages have been, at 

sev e ra l  occasions, m erged  (villages with joint local councils), howe­

v e r ,  individual villages a re  also  p resen ted  in the s ta t i s t ic s .  The a v e r ­

age size of villages (excluding towns) was 1 800 persons  in 1970, this 

average , however, conceals ra th e r  ex trem e values. There  a re  counties 

with m ainly sm all  villages p r im ar i ly  nea r  to the W este rn  b o a rd e r ,  in 

South-West and in N o r th -E a s t . These a re  p a r ts  which have usually been
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left intact by the old time w ars ,  and where the average number of in ­

habitants is only 7 00 - 800 p e r  village. In con tra s t ,  the population has 

concentrated in la rge  sett lem ents  in the G reat Hungarian P la in  and the 

average number of inhabitants th e re  is m ore  than 4 000. Villages b e ­

longing to the above mentioned sm a l l -se t t lem en t  type usually indicate 

signs of decline and depopulation, people have been increasingly  moving 

recently  into towns and la rg e r  cen tres .

Towns and rural settlements (villages)

When distinguishing between ru r a l  and urban population the 

Hungarian s ta t is t ic s  se ts  out from the (legal) position of the sett lem ent 

in the public adm in is tra t ion . There  a re  se tt lem ents  with town o rgan i ­

zation falling under the ju risd iction  of the county in re sp ec t  of public 

adm inistra tion: these  w ere the 70 towns in 1970 with 2 063 thousand 

inhabitants. The five la rg e s t  towns (Debrecen, Győr, Miskolc, P écs ,  

Szeged) have the rank of county town coupled with a specia l legal s tand ­

in g . The number of inhabitants is  above 100 thousand in each of them . 

The la rg e s t ,  in this re sp ec t ,  is Miskolc with 173 thousand inhabitants 

in 1970. Budapest the capital " s t ick s  out" of the town system  with 

a population coming near at p re sen t  to 2 m illions.

In 197 0 nearly  one fifth of the population lived in the capital, 

m ore than one q u a r te r  in the country towns and 55 per  cent in the v i l lag ­

es .

The continuously decreas ing  p roportion  of ru ra l  population 

in favour of the urban population has been a genera l  trend  of the chang­

es taken place over the hundred y e a rs  in the geographical d is tr ibu tion  

of the population. In 1870 nearly  th ree  q u a r te rs  of the to ta l population
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of the country lived in v illages, one century la te r  this figure was only 

55 per  cent. It occu rred  between 1960 and 1970 for the f i r s t  time that 

th e re  was a decline not only in the proportion but also  in the num ber of 

the ru r a l  population. The d ec rea se  was of 1..5 thousand persons  (2.7 

per  cent). The continuous shrinking of the ru ra l  population was broken 

only between 1941 and 1948 when an in c re ase  from 60 to 62 per  cent 

took place.
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Percentage distribution of the de facto, 
permanent and resident population by regions

1870 - 1970

P erm anen t  population: persons with perm anen t re s idence  and r e g i s ­
t ra t io n  in the given a rea .
Resident population includes p e rsons  of perm anent res idence  and 
re g is t ra t io n  in the given a r e a  excluding persons  who have tem pora ry  
res idency  elsew here  and also persons  with tem p o ra ry  re g is t r a t io n  
in the given a r e a .
The estim ation  of both the perm anent and re s id e n t  populations is 
c a r r ie d  out i r re sp ec t iv e  whether they w ere p re sen t  or not at the 
census date.
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The growth ra te  of the population in the capital exceeded up to 

the tu rn  of the century  many t im e s  the national average and it has been 

twice as  high since then. The per iod  of the Second World W ar is  an ex ­

ception when th e re  was a decline in the population of Budapest. The ra te  

of in c re ase  in the population of other towns was up to 1948 much b e ­

low the figures  for Budapest,  since than, however, it has been one and 

a half t im es  or twice as high Population in c re ase  in the v illages has 

always lagged behind that of towns, however, between 1944-1948 and 

the la s t  two population censuses  its  trend  was of opposite if com pared  

to that of both urban  ca tegories .  During the Second World W ar the popu­

lation in c re ased  in the villages as against the towns where a d ec rea se  

occu rred .  Between 1960 and 1969, however, as against increas ing  

urban population ru ra l  population was decreas ing .

* /Average annual percentage increase 
ana decrease in the population

1870 - 1969

*/
Calculated with geom etric  average .
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in Budapest the 12 p e r  cent growth of the re s iden t  population 

took place sim ultaneously  with a 13 per cent net im m igra tion  and natu ­

ra l dec rea se .  In the o ther towns the increm ent a r is ing  from  the natura l 

in c re ase  account for hard ly  one q u a r te r  of the total population growth. 

On the other hand only somewhat le s s  than half of the net m igra tion  of 

the ru ra l  population is compensated by the natu ra l  inc re ase .

Increase in resident population by regions 
1960-1969

The total population of the country has doubled over the past 

cen tury . Within this the population of the capita l is six t im e s ,  that of 

o ther towns m ore  than two and a half t im e s  higher than one hundred 

y e a rs  e a r l i e r .  The ru ra l  population is  by only 53 per  cent l a rg e r  than 

in 1870.

The c lass if ica tion  perfo rm ed  in re sp e c t  of adm in is tra t ion  

(towns - villages) is supplemented by an analysis  of data a r ranged  by 

the size of loca li t ies .  Opportunity is p resen ted  here  for two kinds of 

investigations. One exam ines the population growth in loca li t ies  belon­

ging to the given s ize - ran g e  at the time of the population census, the 

o ther p rocedure  c la ss i f ie s  se tt lem ents  by the prevailing  size  of the po ­

pulation. The la t te r  p re sen ts  m ore  tru ly  the composition of loca li t ies  

by size at different dates, the time s e r ie s  thus obtained, however, 
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a r e  le s s  suitable for com parison  over time since at the different dates 

d ifferent se tt lem ents  were included in the various size groups. Data 

on villages, th e re fo re  a re  c lass if ied  in the table on page 82 only by the 

s ize  broups observed in 1970. The size groups of country towns a re  

p re sen ted  in both aspec ts  in the table on page 83.

While in 1960 the re s iden t  population of only Miskolc, D eb re ­

cen and P é c s  exceeded 100 thousand, by 1970 already  Szeged and Győr 

belonged to this population s ize  group.

However, the num ber of towns with a population of 50-100 

thousand rem anined  unchanged because the above mentioned two towns 

were rep laced  by Szolnok and Kaposvár, the inhabitants of which were 

s t i l l  below 50 thousand in 1960. The inhabitants of two of the towns 

belonging to th is  size gorup com es near to 80 thousand, five of them 

a re  between 60 and 75 thousand, two of them  between 50-60 thousand. 

The population of these towns in c re ased  with one exception. The highest 

r a te s  of actual population in c re ase  between 1960 - 1970 were of 40 

and 38 per  cent, fu r the r  on, 30 per  cent was observed in th ree  towns 

and about 25 p e r  cent in four.

The m ajo ri ty  of the 7 5 country towns, 57 of them  a re  p redo ­

minantly industria l ,  where at lea s t  40 per  cent of the active e a rn e r s  

a re  employed in industry and construction. T here  a re  only 5 towns 

where the proportion  of active e a rn e r s  in ag r icu l tu re  amounts to two 

fifths. In the rem ain ing  13 towns the share  of any of the active e a rn e r s  

employed in industry , construc tion  and ag r icu ltu re  rem ained  below 40 

per  cent. These towns a re  regarded  of mixed c h a ra c te r .

A ch a ra c te r i s t ic  fea ture  of d ifferences in re sp ec t  of the num ­

b e r  of inhabitants between the various  types of towns is that the aver-
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Number and population of villages by their size
1970



Country towns by the size-groups of resident population
1960 - 1970

* /  Note: Budapest excluded.



age number of inhabitants in industria l  towns (42 651) is twice as high 

as in the ag r icu l tu ra l  towns (20 486) or in the mixed towns (19 275).

In re sp ec t  of population growth ra th e r  considerable  d iffe ren ­

ces exist among the various town types. Population in indus tr ia l  towns 

was by 22 per  cent, that of mixed ones by 6 per cent h igher than at the 

tim e of the la s t  population census. At the sam e tim e population in the 

ag r icu l tu ra l  towns dec reased  by 7 per  cent.

It is not only the amount of net m igra tion  which is different in 

towns of industria l  and ag r icu ltu ra l  ch a ra c te r .  T here  is a 17 per  cent 

net im m igra tion  in the fo rm e r  and 11 per  cent net em igra tion  in the 

la t te r  group, but even the ra te  of na tu ra l  in c re ase  is much lower in the 

ag r icu l tu ra l  towns (3.5 per  cent) than the figure observed in the indus ­

t r i a l  towns (4.9 p e r  cen t) .

F a c to rs  of population growth have the m ost balanced influence 

in the mixed towns where some th ree  fifths of the slight population 

growth comes from  natura l in c rease .

S ta tis t ics  gives specific attention to se tt lem ents  with v i l lage - 

type adm inis tra tion , which,on the bas is  of th e ir  function m aybe ra g a rd -  

ed as towns. Including also the 154 villages of such c h a ra c te r  the 

share  of urban population exceeds 50 p e r  cent in Hungary.

Population development in Budapest

The h is tory  of Budapest as a human se ttlem ent goes back for 

seve ra l  thousand y e a rs  and Buda, a par t  of the p resen t capital, had 

fulfilled the function of the capital also in the e a r l i e r  cen tu r ies .  B uda­

pest as such was es tab lished  one hundred y ea rs  ago in 1873 when Buda
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stituated  on the righ t bank of the Danube, P e s t  on the left one and the 

ag r ic u l tu ra l  town Óbuda situated  in the N orthern  a r e a  w ere united 

under the name of Budapest.  The city c rea ted  in th is  way had a popu­

la tion  of 280 thousand.

The t e r r i to r y  of the capital specified at the t im e of the unifi­

cation rem ained  unchanged up to 1949, although meanwhile the neigh­

bouring loca li t ies  expanded considerably , m erg ing  with each other 

and also with the capita l.  In 1949 the population of 1058 thousand p e r ­

sons of " inner  Budapest" ,  was expanded by uniting to it  the population 

of 532 thousand persons  of the neighbouring towns and villages. The 

unification of the five neighbouring towns and 19 villages with Inner 

Budapest was c a r r ie d  out in  1950. Since then this t e r r i to r y  has rem ain ­

ed unchanged. S ta tis t ics  on Budapest now re fe r  to the t e r r i to r y  of 

the capital as c rea ted  in 1950.

T h ere  w ere sev e ra l  se tt lem ents  situated in the fa r  neigh­

bourhood of the capita l a lso  at the t im e of establishing G re a te r -B u -  

dapest in 1950, but at that t im e they were not p a r ts  of the Budapest 

agglom eration. In the m ean tim e, however, sev e ra l  re aso n s ,  p r im ar ily  

the shortage of housing in Budapest forced the im m igran ts  into the 

cen tre  of the country to sett le  down beyond the boundaries of the cap i ­

ta l .  This  newer agglom eration  (in which 44 villages and one town a re  

included) has a lready  a population coming near  to 400 thousand persons.

The in c re ase  in the population of Budapest through im m ig ra ­

tion was the m ost im portan t in the la s t  y e a rs  of the pas t  century . Over 

the 30 y e a rs  between 1870 and the tu rn  of the century the actual popu­

lation in c re ase  calculated  for the p re sen t  t e r r i to r y  of Budapest was 

185 p e r  cent. This figure, however, was only 67 p e r  cent over the 

f i r s t  30 y e a rs  of the p re se n t  century, and an even sm a l le r  in c re a se  of
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25 p e r  cent was observed  during 30 y e a rs  between 1930 and 1960. This 

l a t te r  period includes also  the war y e a rs  when th e re  was a pronounced 

d ec rea se  in the population.

The expansion of the capita l was prom oted beyond h e r  function 

as an adm in is tra t ive  and cu ltu ra l  cen tre  also by the s trong co n cen tra ­

tion of industry  in h e r  t e r r i to r y .  The m ajo r  rou tes ,  ra ilw ays built in 

the m eantim e s ta r t  out from  Budapest in a ra y - l ik e  way tow ards diffe­

re n t  p a r ts  of the country prom oting again the one-cen tre  urbanization.

By expanding and fu r the r  developing the a lready  existing in ­

d u s tr ia l  capacities  the f i r s t  stage of soc ia lis t  industr ia l isa t ion  in c r e a s ­

ed the job opportunities and consequently the number of inhabitants 

also  mainly in Budapest.  Calculated in te rm s  of p re s e n t - in -a r e a  popu­

lation, the population of Budapest ro se  by 215 thousand between 1949 

and 1960. In the subsequent decade indus tr ia l  development policy gave 

p re fe rence  to the country towns and industr ia l  regions and thus the net 

im m igra tion  of Budapest in th is  decade was 135 thousand persons  only. 

According to the data of m igra tion  s ta t is t ic s  the net im m igra tion  of B u ­

dapest has been dec reas ing  recen tly .

By t r a n s f e r r in g  some indus tr ia l  plants to the countryside and 

estab lish ing  su b s id ia r ie s  of Budapest plants th e re  p re sen t  industr ia l  

policy strengthens the position of industry  in the countryside try ing , at 

the sam e t im e , to prom ote p ro g re s s  in the le s s  developed, ag r icu ltu ra l  

counties.

94



Developing the network of settlements

A Government decision  was taken in March 1971 on the p r in ­

cip les of reg iona l development which is  to  de te rm ine  the development 

of towns and villages of the country up to 2000. This so -ca lled  "Concept 

of Regional Development" se ts  ta rg e ts  which include, among o thers , 

the reduction of regional d iffe rences ,  reasonab le  allocation of p roduc ­

tive fo rces ,  high level supply of the population, reduction  of adverse  

affects of urbanization, im provem ent of the re la t ion  between the place 

of work and re s idence .

The Concept se ts  out a h ie ra rch y  of se t t lem en ts .  In case  of 

the centre  of the country, Budapest the p rinc ipa l objective is to ensure  

that h e r  population - toge ther  with the whole agglom eration - should not 

exceed 2 .6 - 2 .8  m illion . The five county towns (Miskolc, Debrecen, 

P é c s ,  Szeged and Győr) a re  planned to develop into spec ia l  h igher level 

cen tres  with 150-300 thousand inhabitants and with a to tal agglom erated 

population of 1 .0 -1 .5  m illion . Seven towns will be developed into high 

level ce n tre s ,  with a population size of 80-150 thousand, and an urban 

agglom eration  of 400-600 thousand. F u r th e r  11 towns have been s e le c t ­

ed to fulfil the functions of pa r t ia l  high level cen tres  (with 5 0-60 thou­

sand inhabitants). The high level cen tres  will fulfil economic, adm i­

n is tra t iv e .  educational, health  organizational,  adm in is tra t ive  and 

serv ice  functions at county level and in a common division of labour 

also  at the in ter-coun ty  level.  The sm a l le r  towns consitute medium 

level and p a r t ia l  medium level ce n tre s  (with 8-15 thousand inhabitan ts) . 

The medium level ce n tre s  cover with th e ir  activity  a t e r r i to r y  sm a l le r  

than a county. The supply of the population is  perfo rm ed  at the lowest 

adm in is tra t ive  level by about one thousand low level ce n tres .
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Internal migration

In Hungary the spatia l  d is tr ibu tion  of the population is  influen­

ced by in terna l  m ig ra tion  much r a th e r  than by differentia l fe rt i l i ty .  

Consequently, a continuous observation of th is  p ro c e s s  is r a th e r  im ­

portan t.

Internal m igra tion  has been a subject of continuous observation 

since 1956. Data collection is connected with genera l  reporting  ob­

ligation. Every  Hungarian citizen above 14 y e a rs  is obliged to re p o rt  

changes in h i s /h e r  perm anen t and tem p o ra ry  re s id e n ce .  A person  is 

allowed to have only one perm anent and one tem p o ra ry  res idence  at 

one t im e .  Changes in the re s idence  should be re p o rted  to the re sp o n ­

sible public adm in is tra t ion  agency on a R eg is tra t ion  F o rm  the " S ta t i s ­

t ic s  Slip" of which constitu tes the b as is  of data collection.

In ternal m igra tion  covers  changes in both perm anen t and t e m ­

p o ra ry  re s id e n ces  provided they a re  within the boundaries of the coun­

t ry .  However, observation  of m ig ra to ry  s ta t is t ic s  does not include 

those types of in te rna l  m igra tion  which are  not connected with a r e p o r t ­

ing obligation such as commuting p e rsons ,  persons  in hotels,  r e s t  

hom es, patients in hospita ls  and sana to r ia ,  persons  in m ili ta ry  s e r ­

vice, persons  spending le s s  than five days at th e i r  tem pora ry  res idence  

foreign to u r is t s  in Hungary, and persons  on an official t r ip .  Data 

for ch ildren  under 14 a re  put on the S ta tis t ics  Slip of the adult with 

whom they move together thus they a re  included in the observation, 

although the reporting  obligation does not apply to them . Moving (chang­

ing of res idence) within a se ttlem ent except for Budapest cannot be 

regarded  as m igra tion , there fo re ,  they a re  not included in the interna] 

m igra tion  s t a t i s t i c s .
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Examining in terna l  m igration  between 1960 and 1972 it can be 

seen that every  yea r  of 1 000 inhabitants 24-34 persons  change the ir  

perm anen t,  and 44-63 the ir  tem p o ra ry  re s idence .  The declining trend  

in the volume of m ig ra to ry  m ovem ents has been alm ost unbroken in the 

above period . Higher values a r e  re la t ive ly  m ore  frequent around 1960 

and converse ly  lower around 1972. The ra te  of perm anen t m ig r a ­

tion dec reased  by 28 per  cent over the past 13 y e a rs ,  and that of t e m ­

p o ra ry  m igra tion  by 30 p e r  cent.

Despite this d ec rea se  in the size of m ig ra to ry  m ovem ents, 

th e i r  influence on the geographical d istr ibu tion  of the population are  

s t i l l  s ign if ican t . l t  was an unbroken trend  during the per iod  investigated 

that in te rna l  m igra tion  inc reased  the urban population and decreased  

the ru r a l  one re v e rs in g  by this the effect of natura l inc re ase .

In the period between 1969 and 1972 the population of Budapest 

in c re ased  on annual average by 13-14 thousand perm anent and by 8 

thousand tem p o ra ry  im m igran ts  which m ostly  meant contribution to 

the young population in working ages (15-49 years)  th e ir  p roportion 

being in the balance of m igra tion  between 80-90 p e r  cent. Since also 

the other towns have been having continuous net im m igra tion , villages 

have lost some 40 thousand perm anent inhabitants through em igra tion
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and beyond this the tem p o ra ry  net em igra tion  is  also of 14-15 thousand 

persons  p e r  annum.

Apart from m igra tion  into urban a re a s  in genera l ,  in re spec t  

of in terna l  m igra tion  trends  m ovem ents into the Budapest agglom eration 

and also from the E a s te rn  and Southern p a r ts  into North T ransdanu- 

bia a re  also im portan t.  As for significance and s tability  these  la t te r  

p ro c e s s e s  lag fa r  behind the m igra tion  into Budapest and the neighbour­

ing loca li t ies  as well as into the other towns.

According to data for 1972 the share  of m ales  is 49 and 60 per 

cent, re spective ly  in the perm anent and tem p o ra ry  m igra tion . In both 

cases  the age group 15-49 y e a rs  constitute the m ajority ,  the respec tive  

re la t ive  proportions being 64 and 86 p e r  cent.

The intensity  of m igra tion  v a r ie s  according to age. The 1972 

data a re  as follows:
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*/ Including tem p o ra ry  re -m ig ra t io n .
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Balance of internal migration 
per 1 000 inhabitants

Including tem p o ra ry  re -m ig ra t io n .
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V. THE LABOUR FORCE

Two different sou rces  of data a r e  available for analysing l a ­

bour force position: data obtained in the course  of population censuses  

perfo rm ed  every  ten  y e a rs  on the one hand, and the system  of s t a t i s ­

t ic s  supplied by e n te rp r is e s .

A deeper ana lysis  of long te rm  development, where such 

aspec ts  a re  considered  as  economic activity, national economic branch­

es ,  types of employment, socio-econom ic sta tus ,  e tc .  as  well as 

age and education, is  feasib le  only from  the population census data 

which provide the n e c e s sa ry  break-dow n and a possib ili ty  for r e t r o s ­

pective ana lysis .  The scope of the continuous labour force s ta t is t ic s  

is  n a r ro w er .

The m ost of the ana lysis  i . e .  that pa r t  which deals with the 

period up to 197 0 re l ie s ,  th e re fo re  on the census data, th is  will be 

supplemented by a desc rip tion  of the position on January  1st, 1973 for 

which the continuous data of labou r- fo rce  balances were used.

Economic activity

On 1st January , 1970, at the population census date nearly  

half of the population of 10 m illion  322 thousand persons  (4 m illion 989 

thousand, 48 p e r  cent) w ere  economically active. 14 p e r  cent of the 

to ta l population was pensioner or annuitant, fu r the r  fem ales on leave 

for child’ s ca re  who a re  c lass if ied  as inactive e a rn e r s ,  and 38 per 

cent belonged to the group of dependants.
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Over the per iod  since the tu rn  of the century the population 

in c re ased  to one and a half t im es ,  the num ber of active e a rn e r s  by 76 

p e r  cent while that of dependants was the sam e as  seventy y e a rs  e a r l i e r .  

The number of active e a rn e r s  ro se  by some 230 thousand during the 

pas t  decade coming thus nea r  to 5 million. At the sam e t im e the num ­

b e r  and share  of inactive e a rn e r s  in c re ased  by th re e  t im e s ,  while the 

num ber of dependants diminished by m ore  than 800 thousand and the ir  

sha re  in the to ta l population went down from  48 p e r  cent in 1960 to 38 

p e r  cent. A part from  increas ing  female employment, shifts  in the d i s ­

tr ibu tion  of the population by economic activity as com pared  to 1960 

w ere caused a lm ost exclusively by the highest eve r  in c re ase  in the 

num ber and sh a re  of inactive e a r n e r s .  Inactive e a rn e r s  had re p re s e n t ­

ed up to  1949 a r a th e r  sm all  p roportion  in the to ta l population, since 

pensioning covered  only a narrow  layer  of the population. Subsequently 

m ajo r  changes w ere brought about by including alm ost every  w orker 

and employee in the socia l secu r i ty  system , la te r  by pensioning of old 

age ag r ic u l tu ra l  la b o u re rs ,  and by granting benefits  for c h i ld 's  ca re  to 

m o th e r s .

Population by economic activity 
1960  -  1970
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Percentage distribution

As against the 51 p e r  cent in c re ase  in the population during 

the 70 y e a rs  since 1900 the num ber of active e a rn e r s  ro se  by 76 per 

cent. Thus the num ber of dependants per  100 active e a rn e r s  changed 

in a favourable direc tion, fu r the r  th e re  was also  a favourable shift in 

the sha re  of to ta l inactives, (dependants and inactive e a rn e r s  together).  

The positive aspect of the changes is  especia lly  apparent if data for the 

tu rn  of century and 197 0 a re  com pared  but significant changes have been 

observed in the above ind ica to rs  also over the la s t  two decades. The
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num ber of dependants p e r  100 active e a rn e r s  was 139 in 1900, s t i l l  119 

in 1949, and a lready  79 in 1970. The aggregate  num ber of inactives 

and dependants per  100 active e a rn e r s  dec reased  from  142 in 1900 to 

125 in 1949 and fu r the r  to 107 in 1970. Consequently, the im provem ent 

shown for both ind ica to rs  over the m ost recen t  twenty y e a rs  was la rg e r  

than during the preceding fifty y e a r s .  The num ber of inactive e a rn e r s  

ro se  r a th e r  steeply in re la t ion  to the active e a rn e r s ;  the number of 

inactive e a rn e r s  p e r  100 active e a rn e r s  was 3 in 1900, 6 in 1949 and it 

was a lready  28 in 1970.

Selected indicators of economic activity 
1900 - 1970

A dec rea se  of 21 persons  in the num ber of dependants per 

100 active e a rn e r s  over the past ten y e a rs  was a joint re su l t  of various 

fa c to rs .  Due to a decline in b ir th s  the num ber of 14 yea r  old and younger 

ch ildren  supported p e r  100 active e a rn e r s  dec rased  from 53 to 43 d u r ­

ing the sam e period . The expansion of economically active population
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and the growing number of old persons entitled to pension contributed 

considerably  to the diminishing of the number of old persons  who need 

support.  This  is  co rrobo ra ted  by the fact that while the population 

beyond working age in c re ased  by 26 per  cent during the past decade, 

the num ber of dependants in this age group p e r  100 active e a rn e r  was 

by 2 le s s  than ten y e a rs  e a r l i e r .  (It was 14 in 1960 and 12 in 197 0). It 

is  connected with the expansion of employment and partly  with other 

fac to rs  that th e re  was a steep decline in the num ber of working age de­

pendants not attending school who can be regarded  as labour re s e rv e  which 

is  ex p ressed  by a d ec rea se  in the num ber of working age out-of-school 

dependants from 28 in 1960 to 14 in 1970. The influence of decreasing  

fa c to rs  on the share  of dependants was somewhat reduced by an in c r e a s ­

ing genera l  tendency to obtain higher education, consequently the num ­

b e r  of 15 yea r  old and older pupils per  100 active e a rn e r s  doubled over 

the pas t  ten  y e a rs ;  it in c re ased  from  5 in 1960 to 10 in 1970.

The composition of the population by economic activity followed 

different pa t te rn s  in case  of m a les  and fem ales .  F o r  m ales  the sha re  of 

active e a rn e r s  rem ained  p rac t ica l ly  unchanged even over a longer p e ­

r iod , m o reove r  due to an unfavourable shift in the age composition it 

declined somewhat during the re cen t  decades. In 1970 the num ber of 

active e a rn e r  m ales  was by 135 thousand le s s  than ten y ea rs  e a r l i e r ,  

d iminishing thus the respec t ive  sha re  in the to ta l m ale population from 

64 to 59 per  cent. T here  was also a decline, although of a somewhat 

sm a l le r  size (from 32 to 29 per  cent) in the share  of dependant m ales  

while the num ber of inactive e a rn e r  m ales ro se  in the same period to 

its  th ree  tim e level, increasing  the ir  share  in the to tal male population 

from  5 to 13 p e r  cent.
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T here  were m ore  significant changes in the composition of f e ­

m ale population by economic activity. The sha re  of economically active 

persons  in the to ta l female population in c re ased  considerably  during 

the past decades. At the tu rn  of the century  some one fifth of the to ta l  

female population of the country was gainfully occupied, in 1949, how­

ever ,  the share  of fem ales pursuing gainful occupation was one q u a r ­

t e r .  Subsequently the expansion s ta r te d  accele ra ting : in 1960 33 per  

cent of fem ales  w ere gainfully occupied, th is  figure in 1970 was a lready  

39 p e r  cent. In 1970 le s s  than half of the female population was depen­

dant and 15 p e r  cent inactive e a rn e r .

Labour force participation rates by sex 
1900 - 1970

gainful occupation leads n e c e s sa r i ly  to shifts in re la t ive  sh a re s  of m a ­

les  and fem ales  within the different groups of economic activity . In 

1930 m ore  than one q u a r te r  of the active e a rn e r s  and in 1970 already
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m ore  than two fifths of the active e a rn e r s  were fem ales;  during the 

sam e period  the share  of fem ales  in the dependant population dropped 

from  71 to 63 p e r  cent.

Sex structure by economic activity 
1900 - 1970

In Budapest, the other towns and villages the composition of 

the population by economic activity followed different pa tte rns  during 

the past twenty y e a r s .  In 1949 the share  of active e a rn e r s  was the 

highest in the capita l and the lowest in the country towns. During the 

two decades since then Budapest kept h e r  leading ro le  even despite 

the nation-wide expansion of employment, while the sha re  of active 

e a rn e r s  changed but slightly in the villages and thus it lagged behind 

the re la t ive ly  rapidly  growing country towns. Accordingly the sha re  of 

active e a rn e r s  in the capita l (55 p e r  cent) exceeded considerably  the 

national average  (48 per  cent), the figure for the other towns (50 per 

cent) exceeded it but slightly and corresponding  data for the villages 

(45 per  cent) rem ained  somewhat below it.
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The fa s tes t  expansion in the sha re  of inactive e a rn e r s  was 

observed in the v illages over the la s t  decade (their share  ro se  to some 

five times) which is  explained by the extention of the pensioning system  

to a wide scope of ag r ic u l tu ra l  la b o u re rs .

Due to a shift in favour of the active and inactive e a rn e r s  the 

re la t ive  share  of dependants in the to ta l population diminished both in 

Budapest s.nd in the countryside over the past twenty y e a rs .  The decline 

was the m ost re m a rk ab le  in the capital where in 1970 only slightly m ore 

than one q u a r te r  of the population was dependant as against the c o r ­

responding share  of 46 per  cent in 1949.

Participation rates by regions 
1949 - 1970

Economic activity by age

The num ber of working age (15-59 y ea r  old) population 

inc reased  by 275 thousand, by 5 p e r  cent over the past t e n  y e a rs  while 

the num ber of active e a rn e r s  in this age group grew even fa s te r ,  by 47 6 

thousand, 12 per  cent. Among active e a rn e r s  the sha re  of persons  Work-
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ing beyond the age of r e t i r e m e n t  diminished; it was 8 p e r  cent in 1970 

as against 13 per  cent ten  y e a r s  before .

In 1960 87 per  cent, in 1970 81 p e r  cent of the inactive 

e a rn e r s  was beyond the age of re t i r e m e n t .  It is rem arkab le  to observe 

at the sam e t im e the in c re ase  (from 13 to 19 per cent) over the past 

ten y ea rs  in the share  of working age persons  in the inactive e a rn e r  

group which is  connected p r im a r i ly  with the introduction of the benefit 

for c h i ld 's  ca re .

The m ajo ri ty  of dependants, 53 per  cent in 1960 55 p e r  cent 

in 1970, was 14 yea r  old or younger. In 1960 one th ird  of them  was 

constituted by persons  in working age, but by 1970 the ir  share  d im in ish ­

ed to 30 per  cent. The sha re  of dependants beyond working age 

showed alm ost no change.

The distribution of aetives and dependants by major age-groups
1960 - 1970
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Among the dependants in the working age the num ber of p e r ­

sons at school or un ivers ity ,  on daily co u rses  inc reased  in the recent 

decade from  269 thousand to 469 thousand. The fo rm e r  constituted 6 

p e r  cent and the l a t t e r  12 p e r  cent of the dependants. The share  of 

working age population not pursuing studies i . e .  those who can be r e ­

garded as labour r e s e rv e  diminished during the ten y e a rs  from  28 to 

18 p e r  cent.

In 1970 m ore  than th ree  q u a r te rs  of the working age population 

was active e a rn e r  as against the 63 p e r  cent in 1949 and 71 per  cent in 

1960. Due to the extension of fu r the r  education opportunities and the 

growing population caused by the pos t-w ar baby-boom, the number of 

pupils ro se  by some 200 thousand during the ten y ea rs .

Working age population by economic activity 
1949 - 1970
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In re sp e c t  of economic activity it  was ch a ra c te r i s t ic  for the 

working age m ales  both in 1960 and 197 0 that the respec tive  sh a re s  of 

non-working and non-studying persons  a r e  r a th e r  low. Despite the slight 

in c re ase  in the num ber of active e a rn e r s  in  working age th e i r  sha re  in 

the working age m ales  declined, it is 87 per  cent as against 92 per  cent 

in 1960. The number of inactive e a rn e r s  inc reased  to two and a half 

t im e s  during the ten  y e a rs  m ainly to e a r l i e r  pensioning schem es and 

th e i r  sha re  in the working age m ale population ro se  from  1.2 to 2.9 

p e r  cent. The share  of dependants in the working age fem ales was 10 

p e r  cent in 1970 as against 7 p e r  cent in 1960 which is  explained by an 

in c re ase  of 100 thousand in the num ber of persons  attending school.

During the ten  y e a r s  the num ber of active e a rn e r s  among the 

working age fem ales ro se  by m ore  than 435 thousand ra is ing  by this 

th e i r  sha re  in the working age female population from 50 to 64 per  

cent. The num ber of working age inactive e a rn e r  fem ales is  by nearly  

160 thousand h igher than ten  y e a rs  e a r l i e r ,  140 of them  is accounted 

for by fem ales  on leave for c h i ld 's  c a re .  The number of fem ales con­

tinuing studies in the working age dependant fem ales nea rly  doubled 

over the la s t  decade and during the sam e period the share  of dependants 

not attending school dim inished from  46 to 23 per  cent.
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Working age population by economic activity and sex 
1960 - 1970

Dependants by type of dependancy

In re sp e c t  of the type of dependancy th e re  was a considerable 

shift between 1960 and 1970 in the com position of the dependant popula­

tion. Due to a considerable  d ec rea se  in the num ber of b ir th s  occurred  

in the ea r ly  1960s the num ber of, 0-13 y ea r  old children, not attending 

school fu r the r  pupils of p r im ary  schools diminished significantly: the 

ra te  of dec rea se  was for the ten y ea rs  227 thousand for the fo rm e r  and 

143 for the la t te r  group. Due to the expansion of economic activity the 

14 yea r  old and older dependant population not attending school also 

d ec rea sed  from m ore  than 2 million in 1960 to 1 m illion 320 thousand 

over the ten yea r  period.
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With the expanding opportunities for fu r the r  education the 

num ber of pupils attending various types of school ro se  considerably: 

the num ber of students in higher level educational institutions to m ore  

than double, those in vocational and specia lized  cou rses  to nearly  

double, the number of students in vocational schools by 84 p e r  cent, 

that of secondary school pupils by 63 p e r  cent. As a consequence of 

these  m ajo r  changes 44 per  cent of the dependants was pursuing studies 

in 1970 as against the slightly m ore  than one th ird  in 1960.

Dependants by type of dependancy 
1960 - 1970

*/ Including the 14 y ea r  old dependants not attending school.
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Changes taken place during the past decade in the num ber and 

composition of dependants was especially  re m a rk ab le  in case  of fe m a ­

le s .  The number of dependant m a les  diminished slightly and that of 

those attending school increased  while the num ber of dependant fem ales 

became considerably  lower; in 1960 it was 3 million 250 thousand and 

in 197 0 because of expanding employment th e ir  number rem ained  below 

2 and a half million. Of the dependant fem ales the num ber of ch ild ren  

below 14 and other dependants not attending school diminished, and 

simultaneously, the num ber of young fem ales  attending school in c re ased  

much fa s te r  than that of young m ales .  While the num ber of young m ales  

attending various schools increased  at a ra te  of between 47-85 per  cent, 

the num ber of young fem ales attending higher level educational in s t i tu ­

tions or taking par t  in vocational t ra in ing  ro se  to m ore  than two and a 

half t im e s ,  the num ber of female students in secondary schools by 78 

per  cent. Due to expanding female employment the share  of 14-54 yea r  

old dependant fem ales  not attending school dec reased  from  40 per  cent 

in 1960 to 28 per  cent and that of p e rsons  pursuing studies a f te r  co m ­

pleting p r im a ry  school ro se  from 4 to 9 per  cent.

Distribution of the labour-force by national economic branches

The fundamental tran s fo rm a tio n  of the economic s t ru c tu re  of 

the country is  re f lec tedby  the rad ica l  shifts in the d is tr ibu tion  of active 

e a rn e r s  by national economic b ranches ,  p r im a r i ly  in t e rm s  of changing 

p roportions  of persons  employed in the ag r icu l tu ra l  and n o n -ag r icu l tu ­

r a l  b ra n ch es .  In 1949 m ore  than half of the active e a rn e r s  was e m ­

ployed in ag r icu l tu re ,  th e ir  number exceeding this t im e 2 million 

2.00 thousand. Although the number of active e a rn e r s  in ag r icu ltu re
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dim inished by m ore  than 350 000 by 1960, however, th e ir  re la t ive  

sh a re  in the to tal active e a rn e r s  was s t i l l  close to 40 per cent. After 

1960 as a re su l t  o f  the soc ia lis t  t ran s fo rm a tio n  of the ag r icu l tu re ,  fo r ­

m ation of large -a g r icu l tu ra l  fa rm s ,  increas ing  mechanization of the 

ag r ic u l tu re ,  pensioning the old age ag r icu l tu ra l  active e a rn e r s ,  fu r the r  

expanding the pension schem e to a wider scope, the num ber of a g r ic u l ­

tu r a l  ac tive e a rn e r s  d ec rea sed  by m ore  than half a m illion over the las t  

decade. T h e ir  absolute num ber was 1 m illion 282 thousand in 1970, only 

one q u a r te r  of the active e a rn e r s .

Simultaneously with the decline in the num ber and share  of 

active e a rn e r s  employed in ag r icu l tu re  th e ir  number was increas ing  in 

the o ther b ranches  of national economy. F ro m  1949 on, the ra te  of 

in c re a se  was expecially high in the in d us try , construc tion  and t ra n sp o r t .  

During twenty y e a rs  the num ber of active e a rn e r s  in industry  ro se  by 

m o re  than 1 million, 127 p e r  cent, of which 490 thousand during the 

la s t  ten y e a r s .  The number of active e a rn e r s  in construction inc reased  

th ree  t im e s  between 1949- 1960, af ter  1960, however, the expansion 

dece le ra ted  somewhat; th e ir  num ber was 370 thousand in 1970 by 81 

thousand m ore  than in 1960. The num ber of active e a rn e r s  in t ran sp o r t  

and communication doubled since 1949 and that of those in t ra d e  rose  

during the twenty y e a rs  by 180 thousand of which by nearly  100 thousand 

during the las t  decade.

The fundamental change according to which industry  and a g r i ­

cu lture  changed places during the 1960s in re spec t  of the ir  share  in the 

num ber of active e a rn e r s  employed, was caused by the increas ing  num ­

b e r  of active e a rn e r s  in the non-ag r icu l tu ra l  b ranches  and the d e c re a s ­

ing num ber of those in the a g r ic u l tu re . The share  of active e a rn e r s  in 

the industry  ro se  during the past decade from  28 to 37 per  cent, s im u l ­

taneously with this the respec tive  figures for those employed in the 

ag r icu l tu re  declined from 39 to 26 per cent.
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Active earners by national economic branches 
1930 - 1970

With the expanding female employment just in response  to 

g re a te r  job opportunities, the sex d is tr ibu tion  of active e a rn e r s  in the 

individual national economic b ranches  underwent considerable  changes.

Higher job opportunities a re  provided for the fem ales  in t rad e  

and fu r the r  in the field of social,  cu ltu ra l  s e rv ic e s  and public adm i­

n is tra t ion  within the so called "o ther"  b ranches .  Consequently, due 

to the expanding female employment, of the national aeconomic b ra n ch ­
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es it was the t rad e  where in 1960 fem ales a lready  constituted the 

m ajo ri ty  of active e a rn e r s ,  la te r  th e ir  sha re  fu r the r  inc reased  (it was 

61 p e r  cent in 1970). Within the so -ca lled  "o the r"  national economic 

branch in 197 0 57 p e r  cent of active e a rn e r s  w ere fem ales .  The sex 

s t ru c tu re  of active e a rn e r s  changed considerably  also in the r e s t  of 

the national economic b ranches in favour of fem ales , which becam e 

especially  apparent during the la s t  20 y e a r s .  The sha re  of females 

expanded in the active e a rn e r s  in the industry  at a low ra te  up to 1949 

and s ta r te d  acce le ra ting  in the subsequent period. The number of fe ­

m a le s  employed in the industry  was 760 thousand in 1970 m ore  than four 

t im e s  as high as in 1949 and by 73 p e r  cent higher than ten y ea rs  e a r l i ­

e r .  With th is ,  the sha re  of females in the active e a rn e r s  empolyed in 

the industry  ro se  from  23 per cent in 1949 to 41 per  cent. The share  

of fem ales in the construction  industry in c reased  rem arkab ly  as com ­

pared  to the preceding y e a rs  ; in 1930 hard ly  1 per  cent of the active 

e a rn e r s  in the construction  industry  was female, th is  sha re  was in 1949 

4 p e r  cent and in 1970 already  16 p e r  cent.

Active earners by sex and national economic branches
1930 - 1970
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B esides  the genera l  in c re ase  in the num ber of active e a rn e r s  

the b ranch  s t ru c tu re  of industry  changed also in a d irec tion  determ ined 

by the above p ro c e s s .  As com pared to 1960 within industry  the re la t ive  

sh a re s  in employment ro se  in the food-processing  industry  (9.2 per 

cent - 10.4 per  cent), th e re  was a slight in c re ase  in the heavy industry 

+59.4 p e r  cent - 59.8 p e r  cent) and it dec reased  in the light industry 

(31.4 p e r  cent - 29.8 p e r  cent). As a re su l t  of the rapid  expansion of 

telecom munication, p rec is ion ,  engineering, m eta l  m ass  production the 

proportion of machine building industry in total industr ia l  empoyment 

rose  from 29.6 to 31.8 per cent, the share  of chem ical industry  inc re as ­

ed from  4.6 to 6 .4  per cent while the re la t ive  proportions in industria l  

employment of mining, e lec tr ic  energy industry , m eta llu rgy  and con­

struction  m a te r ia l  industry  dec reased .

Active earners in industry by sub-branches 
1960 - 1970

118



In the reg ional d is tr ibu tion  of active e a rn e r s  by b ranches  it 

was the urbanization and the t r a n s fe r  of some industria l  b ranches  from 

the capita l that played the m ajo r  par t  here ,  becoming m ore  and 

m ore  pronounced over the recen t  y e a rs .  Nearly half of the active 

e a rn e r s  in Budapest and in the towns was employed in the industry  and 

while in  Budapest it was the t ra d e  that came f i r s t  a f te r  the industry  in 

re sp e c t  of the re la t ive  sha re  of employment, engaging 12 p e r  cent of 

the active e a rn e r s ,  in the other towns the second in th is  re sp e c t  branch 

with s im ila r  re la t ive  sha re  was the a g r ic u l tu re . In the villages the num ­

b e r  and sh a re  of active e a rn e r s  was the highest,  of course ,  in the a g r i ­

culture (1 m illion  85 thousand persons,  42 p e r  cent). B esides  this the 

share  of industry  in employment is  also rem a rk ab le ,  in villages some 

30 per  cent of the active e a rn e r s  a re  employed in industry , and the 

sha re  of persons  employed in construction  was somewhat h igher in the 

v illages than  in Budapest and other towns.

Percentage distribution of active earners by national 
economic branches and regions
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In 1970 141 fem ales took the advantage provided by the benefit 

for ch ild 's  ca re .  This m eant 10 p e r  cent of the inactive e a rn e r s  half of 

which was employed fo rm erly  in the industry , and 14 p e r  cent in the 

ag r icu l tu re .  The num ber and share  of pensioners  by own r igh t was the 

highest in the ag r icu l tu re  followed by the industry . In case of w idow 's 

pens ioners  this was the o ther way, round 31 p e r  cent belonged to the 

industry  and 21 p e r  cent to the ag r icu l tu re .  More than one th ird  of in ­

active e a rn e r  m ales  r e t i r e d  from  the ag r icu l tu re  while 31 per  cent of 

the inactive e a rn e r  fem ales  worked fo rm erly  in the industry  and som e­

what le s s  (30 p e r  cent) in the ag r icu l tu re .

Percentage distribution of inactive earners 
by national economic branches
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The rap id  indus tr ia l  growth over the pas t  ten y e a rs  and the de­

c re a se  in ag r ic u l tu ra l  active e a rn e r s  had an influence on the d i s t r i ­

bution of working age active e a rn e r s  by national economic b ranches .  

As com pared  to the preceding  population census th e re  a re  by 278 thou­

sand m ore  active e a rn e r s  in young working ages and by this the ir  num ­

b e r  exceeded 2 million 800 thousand.

The num ber and share  of active persons beyond the working 

age diminished considerably  since 1960 but m ost of them  (59 per  cent) 

was engaged in the ag r icu l tu re  even in 1970. In 1960 this sh a re  was 

70 p e r  cent.

Percentage distribution of active earners by national economic 
branches and age groups 

1960, 1970
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The educational level of active e a rn e r s  employed in different 

national economic b ranches  was considerably  influenced - beyond the 

in c re ased  partic ipa tion  in fu r the r  education - by changes taken place 

over the r e c e n ty e a r s  in the num ber, age and sex s t ru c tu re  of the active 

e a rn e r s .  In 1960 a lready  each national economic b ranch  was c h a ra c te r ­

ized by the fact that the highest educational level of the m ajo ri ty  of the 

active e a rn e r s  was the 7th c lass  of the p r im a ry  school o r  even le ss  

(the respec t ive  sh a re  in the ag r icu l tu re  was 86 p e r  cent, in the con­

s truction  65 p e r c e n t  and in the industry  56 p e r  cent). In 1970, however, 

with the exception of the ag r icu l tu re ,  the m ajo r i ty  of the active e a rn e r s  

in the other national economic b ranches  completed 8 c la sse s  of the 

p r im a ry  school. The sha re  of active e a rn e r s  with such education was 

51 p e r  cent in t rade  and 49 p e r  cent in the t ran sp o r t .

In 1960 32 p e r  cent of active e a rn e r s  with a m atu ri ty  c e r t i f i ­

cate was employed in the industry , and by 1970 this share  ro s e  to 38 per  

cent. More than five p e r  cent of active e a rn e r s  has a ce rt i f ica te  of a 

h igher level educational institution, th e ir  num ber being by 100 thousand 

m o re  in 1970 than in 1960. This in c re a se  concentrated  on em ployees in 

ag r icu l tu re  and industry , but the p ro g re s s  was re m a rk ab le  also  in 

t ran sp o r t .

122



Percentage distribution of active earners by the highest 
educational level and national economic branches 

1960, 1970

Distribution by employment status

In the p rew ar  per iod  independent w orkers  and the ir  family 

h e lpe rs  constituted som e 40 per  cent of active e a rn e r s .  A fter the L ib e ­

ra tion , as a re su l t  of nationalization and as an indication of the p ro g re s s
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in t ransfo rm ing  the ag r icu l tu re  into soc ia l is t  cooperative farm ing  by 

1960 this share  dropped to 22 p e rc e n t .  L a te r  with the completion of the 

soc ia l is t  reorgan iza tion  of the ag r icu l tu re  it shrank  to 4 p e r  cent and in 

1970 i tw as  but slightly over 3 per  cent. With the decreasing  of the share  

and num ber of independent w orkers  and the ir  family he lpe rs  that of 

employees and cooperative m em b ers  was increasing . In 1970 the g rea t  

m ajority ,  78 p e r  cent, of active e a rn e r s  were employees as  against the 

corresponding share  of 63 p e r  cent in 1960. The num ber of cooperative 

m em bers  (including family helpe rs  of ag r ic u l tu ra l  cooperative m e m ­

bers)  ro se  much fa s te r ,  by 33 p e r c e n t  over the ten y e a rs ,  ra is ing  the ir  

sha re  in the total active e a rn e r s  from 15 p e r c e n t  in 1960 to 19 p e rc e n t .

Active earners by employment status 
1960, 1970

Changes taken place in the composition of active e a rn e r s  by 

employment s ta tus  w ere caused p r im a r i ly  by the soc ia lis t  re o rg a n iz a ­

tion of the ag r icu l tu re .  The num ber of active e a rn e r s  in the ag r icu ltu re  

diminished by m ore  than 560 thousand over this period, at the same 

time the num ber of independent ag r ic u l tu ra l  w orkers  and the ir  family 

helpers  also  d ec rea sed  by 860 thousand. 70 p e r  cent of the dec rease  

was constituted by pensioning of old age ag r ic u l tu ra l  w orkers  who were
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by the ir  age incapable of working and the m ajo ri ty  of whom were in 

1960 s t i l l  independents and family he lpe rs .  Consequently, the share  of 

employees in the ag r icu l tu re  ro se  from  17 to 30 p e r  cent, that of co ­

operative m em b ers  from  32 to 64 p e r  cent, meanwhile that of inde­

pendent w orkers  and family helpe rs  dropped from 51 to 6 per  cent.

Analysing changes in re sp e c t  of active e a rn e r s  by employment 

s ta tus in the o ther national economic b ranches the trend  prevailing  in 

construction is  re m a rk ab le  where 22 per  cent of the increm ent in the 

num ber of active e a rn e r s  in c re ased  the num ber of cooperative m em ­

b e rs .  With this the employment pa ttern  by employment s tatus changed 

considerably  in the construction over the la s t  ten y ea rs :  the share  of 

employees dec reased  from  89 to 87 per  cent, that of independent work­

e r s  and family he lpe rs  from  6 to 4 per  cent, and the sha re  of co­

operative m em b ers  ro se  from  5 to 9 p e rc e n t .  The num ber of employees 

in c re ased  by 46 p e r  cent in the industry  over the ten y e a rs .  91 per  cent 

of the increm en t was ensured  by the industry  itse lf,  4 p e r  cent through 

a dec rease  in the num ber of cooperative m em bers  and fu r the r  4 per 

cent through a dec rease  in the num ber of independent c ra f tsm en  and fa­

mily he lpe rs .

Active earners by national economic branches 
and employment status



Of the employees and cooperative m em b ers ,  the num ber of 

m anual w orkers  ro se  during the ten y e a rs  by m ore  than 680 thousand, 

24 p e r  cent, the num ber of non-m anuals  by 450 thousand, 53 p e r  cent. 

Due to a steep r i s e  in the num ber of the la t te r  there  was a rad ica l  

change in the ra tio  between manual and non-m anual w orkers .  As com ­

pared  with 1960 the share  of non-m anuals in c re ased  from  23 to 27 per  

cent and that of the manual w orkers  d ec rea sed  accordingly. The r i s e  in 

the num ber of non-m anuals  concentra ted  alm ost exclusively on the e m ­

ployees.

Employees and cooperative members by type 
of employment

The composition of m anual w orkers  by type of employment 

changed in a favourable d irec tion if com pared  to 1960. The num ber of 

skilled w orkers  ro se  by 45 p e rc e n t ,  that of sem i-sk illed  ones by 38 per 

cent while that of not qualified w orkers  only by 4 p e r  cent. These 

changes caused considerable  shifts in the re la t ive  proportions too; in 

1970 out of 100 w orkers  32 w ere skilled w orkers ,  28 sem i-sk i l led  and 

40 other, while in 1960 the respec t ive  figures w ere 28, 25 and 47.

In 1970 out of 100 w orkers  employed 37 were skilled  w orkers ,  

33 sem i-sk illed  and 30 unskilled, while among the cooperative m em bers  

there  were four unskilled  active e a rn e r s  p e r  every  skilled one.
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As for the type of employment there  a re  s ti ll  g rea t  d ifferences 

between m ales  and fem ales .  Despite the fact that the num ber of skilled 

female w orkers  in c re ased  by 50 p e r  cent over the ten y e a rs ,  among the 

employees and cooperative m em b ers ,  however, th e ir  sha re  in the m a ­

nual w orker fem ales  was in 1970 only 12 p e r  cent, while the respec tive  

figure for the m ales  was 44 p e r  cent. Fem ale  expansion was ra th e r  r e ­

m arkab le  for the sem i-sk illed  w orkers  (80 p e r  cent) and in jobs with no 

sk il l  requ irem en t  (46 p e rc e n t ) .  In case of m ales ,  however, the num ber 

of skilled w orkers  in c re a se d  by 45 per  cent over the ten y e a r  period 

that of sem i-sk i l led  ones by 15 p e r  cent and the num ber of other male 

w orkers  dim inished by 19 p e r  cent. The following figures give a good 

p ic tu re  of the d ifferences in sk il l  levels:  in 1970 of 100 skilled w orkers  

only 14 w ere fem ales at the sam e time the share  of fem ales in the sem i­

skilled w orke rs  was 46 p e r  cent and in the o ther manual w orkers  49 p e r  

cent.

Individual occupation

Active e a rn e r s  a r e  c lass if ied  in the Hungarian population cen­

su ses  also  by the ir  individual occupation. Changes in the composition 

of the active e a rn e r s  according to individual occupation over the ten 

y e a rs  re f lec ts  r a th e r  well the tran sfo rm ation  of the s t ru c tu re  of the 

national economy. The considerable  decline in the num ber of persons 

with ag r ic u l tu ra l  manual occupations was not counterbalanced by the 

r is in g  num ber of p e rsons  with n o n -ag r icu l tu ra l  m anual occupations, 

consequently the total num ber of those with manual occupations de­

c rease d  over this per iod  by m o re  than 200 thousand (5 p e r  cent) and 

the ir  share  in the to tal active e a rn e r s  dropped from  82 to 74 p e r  cent.
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The declining num ber of manual occupations was accom panied by a r i s ­

ing num ber of non-m anuals  (by 53 p e r  cent).

In 1970 four fifths of persons  with technical-type manual oc­

cupations worked in the corresponding b ranches .  Of the r e s t  of the n a ­

tional economic b ranches  ag r icu l tu re  engaged nea r ly  8 p e r  cent of those 

with technical-type manual occupations, the respec t ive  figures for con­

s truction  and t ra n sp o r t  was some 4 p e r c e n t  each. Construction activity 

shows the lowest congruency: only 45 p e r  cent of persons  pursuing con­

s truction  activity  is  engaged in the corresponding  branch, at the sam e 

time nearly  one q u a r te r  of them  was engaged in the industry  and 17 per 

cent in the ag r icu ltu re .

Active earners with manual occupations by main groups 
of individual occupation 

1960, 1970
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The following table shows the num ber of p e rso n s belonging to 

the m ost popular and trad itio n a lly  b es t known individual occupations.

Persons with selected technical- and construction-type 
individual manual occupations

1 7 1 2 9



M ore than half (54 p e r  cent) of the in crem en t in the num ber of 

non-m anual occupations re su lte d  from  a r is e  in the num ber of office 

and accounting w orkers and one th ird  of the in crem en t by an in c re a se  

in the num ber of techn ical m anagers and spec ia lized  occupations. The 

num ber of the fo rm e r occupations in c re a se d  over the ten y e a rs  by m ore 

than 60 p e r cent, that of the la t te r  n ea rly  doubled, while occupations 

connected with public adm in is tra tion  and econom ics d im inished sligh tly . 

In 1960 28 p e r cent of those pursu ing  non-m anual occupations worked 

in m anaging capacity , by 1970 th e ir  sh a re  declined to 22 p e r  cent, a t 

the sam e tim e the sh a re  of spec ia lized  occupations ro se  from  50 to 55 

p e r  cent.

Active earners with non-manual occupations by main groups 
of individual occupations 

1960, 1970
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The la rg e s t  p roportion  (35 p e r cent) of perso n s with non-m a­

nual occupations a re  em ployed in the so -c a lle d  "o ther"  b ranches in ­

cluding public ad m in is tra tio n  but the sh a re  of those  em ployed by indu­

s t r ia l  e n te rp r is e s  (30 p e r cent) is a lso  rem ark ab ly  high. The sh a re  of 

non-m anuals is  well above the average in the public ad m in is tra tio n  and 

"o the r"  b ran ch es (60 p e r cent), the co rresponding  figure for trad e  is 

a lso  above the national average (43 p e r  cent). In th is la t te r  b ranch  the 

sh a re  of a lso  the spec ia lized  occupation was considerab ly  h igher than 

the national average ; n ea rly  30 p e r cent of the ac tive e a rn e rs  in trad e  

w ere of spec ia lized  occupations, while the national average  was only 

14 p e r  cent. The sh are  of non-m anuals was the low est in ag ric u ltu re , 

8 p e r  cent only.

Due to an in c re a se  of 80 p e r  cent over the p as t ten y e a rs  in 

the num ber of fem ales with non-m anual occupations in 1970 a lread y  fe­

m ales  constitu ted  the m ajo rity  of non-m anual ac tive e a rn e r s , th e ir 

sh a re  being 53 p e r cent in 1970 as aga in st 45 p e r  cent in 1960. The sex 

s tru c tu re  of the individual m ain occupation groups v a r ie s  widely; in 

c e rta in  p ro fess io n s  it is  the fem ales in o ther i t  is  the m ales tha t con­

s titu te  the m ajo rity . It is  trad itio n a l that jobs in offices, accounting as 

w ell as in health  and education, not req u irin g  h igher level education, 

w ere taken m ostly  by women. This situation  developed e a r l ie r  and was 

fu rth e r s tab ilized , while the num ber of fem ales with techn ica l occu­

pations in c re a se d  to th re e  tim es over the ten  y e a rs . During the sam e 

period  the num ber of fem ales engaged in the field of health  and cu ltu re  

ro se  by 47 p e r  cent those in office and accounting work by 8 5 p e r cent. 

In 1970 62 p e r cent of fem ales with non-m anual occupations worked in 

th is  la t te r  field  (in 1960 th is sh a re  was 60 p e r cent) and by th is they 

s t i l l  re p re se n t the m ajo rity  of fem ales with non-m anual occupations.
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The sh are  of fem ales with non-m anual occupations w orking as 

m anagers  o r o ther positions req u irin g  h igher leve l qualification  is s ti ll  

m uch low er than the corresponding  figure for m a le s , although th e re  was 

a considerab le  im provem ent over the la s t decade. The sh a re  of fem ales 

in m anaging posts in c re a se d  since 1960 from  21 p e rc e n t to 28 per cent, 

from  51 to 54 p e r cent in spec ia lized  occupations and from  63 to 74 p e r 

cent in office work.

Active earner females with non-manual occupations 
by main groups of individual occupation 

1960, 1970
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A ce rta in  "rejuvenation" can be observed  in the age s tru c tu re  

of the active e a rn e rs  with m anual occupations betw een the la s t  two pop­

ulation cen su ses . Due to the age groups borne around the ea rly  1950s 

taking up gainful occupations, the sh a re  of the 14-29 y e a r  old population 

in c re ased , how ever, at the sam e tim e because of pensioning old age 

a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk e rs , who w ere fo rm e r ac tive e a rn e rs , the sh a re  of 

60 y e a r  old and o lder population d ec reased  from  13 to 7 p er cent. The 

influence of young persons en te ring  working age also  appeared  in case 

of non-m anuals, th e ir  sh a re  in those occupations in c re ased  over the 

ten y e a rs  from  31 to 34 p e rc e n t,  m eanw hile the sh a re  of 40-59 y e a r  old 

population in c re ased  fa s te r  in case  of non-m anuals than of m anuals.

Active earners with manual and non-manual 
occupations by age groups 

1960, 1970

The educational level of ac tive  e a rn e rs  developed in a favour­

able d irec tion  over the p as t ten y e a rs  in case  of both m anuals and non­

m anuals. N aturally , th e re  a re  considerab le  d iffe rences in re sp e c t of 

the educational level betw een the two groups.
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In 1970 the m ajo rity  of m anual w orkers was constitu ted  by p e r ­

sons whose educational leve l was below the 8th c la ss  of the p rim ary  

school, th e ir sh are  was especia lly  high (77 p er cent) in a g ric u ltu ra l 

occupations, product handling and o ther m anual occupations (58 per 

cent). The m ajo rity  of ac tive e a rn e r s  with o ther m anual occupations 

(58 p e r cent) had th e ir  education com pleted at the p rim a ry  school. The 

sh a re  of perso n s with m atu rity  c e rtif ic a te  as the h ighest educational 

level was the h ighest in s e rv ic e s , 11 p e r cent, th is was followed by 

trad e  and ca te rin g  as w ell as the industry  with re sp ec tiv e  sh a re s  of 9 

and 6 p e r cent.

The educational level of ac tive e a rn e rs  with non-m anual oc­

cupations in c re ased  considerab ly  over the p as t decade. The num ber of 

perso n s with m atu rity  ce rtifica te  as the h ighest school qualification 

doubled and that of p ersons with a u n iv e rs ity  or college c e rtif ica te  in ­

c rease d  by 76 p e r cent.

The num ber of p e rso n s with m atu rity  ce rtif ic a te  among tech ­

n ica l-type  non-m anual occupations in c re a se d  to two and a half tim es , 

that of perso n s aw arded a c e rtif ica te  of h igher level educational in ­

stitu tion  (un iversity  o r college) grew  by nearly  120 p e r cent, but th e re  

was a lso  a considerab le  in c re a se  in the educational level of office and 

accounting w o rk e rs . The num ber of p e rso n s  pursu ing  such ac tiv itie s  

with m atu rity  c e rtif ica te  in c re a se d  by n ea rly  130 p e r cent that of those 

with  c e rtif ica te  of h igher level educational institu tion  m ore  than doubl­

ed. The sh a re  of perso n s with ce rtif ic a te  of h igher level educational in ­

stitu tion  was high also  in 1960 am ong p erso n s engaged in health and 

cu ltu re , th e ir  num ber, how ever, in c re a se d  at a low er ra te  than that of 

ac tive e a rn e rs  with s im ila r  educational level in techn ical, public ad ­

m in is tra tio n , econom ic, office and accounting occupations.
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The labour-force position of the national economy in 1973

On the b a s is  of the cu rre n t population s ta t is tic s  the population 

of Hungary was 10 m illion  416 thousand on 1st January , 1973. 49 p er 

cent of the population, 5 m illion  61 thousand perso n s w ere ac tive e a r ­

n e rs  and thus the num ber of econom ically  non-active p e rso n s p e r  100 

active e a rn e r s  was only sligh tly  above 100. This ra tio  may be reg ard ed  

favourable a lso  by in te rn a tio n a l s tandards and re f le c ts  p ra c tic a lly  full 

em ploym ent of the w orking age population seeking em ploym ent which 

p rom otes e sse n tia lly  the r is e  of the living standard  and in c re a se s  the 

g en era l feeling of sec u rity .

The lev e l of em ploym ent is  determ ined  to a g re a t extent by the 

fact that a considerab le  and constantly  in c reasin g  num ber and sh are  of 

ac tive e a rn e rs  (43 p e rc e n t, and 2 m illion  170 thousand, on January  1st, 

1970) a re  fem ales.

It is  c h a ra c te r is t ic  for the d istribu tion  of active e a rn e rs  by 

national econom ic b ran ch es that m ore  than th ree  q u a r te rs  of them  (60 %) 

a r e  engaged in  the n o n -a g ricu ltu ra l b ranches, such as industry , con­

s tru c tio n , tra n sp o r t, trad e  and telecom m unication , and within th is in ­

dustry  its e lf  engages m ore than one q u a r te r  of them , round 1 m illion 

800 thousand p e rso n s.

The re la tiv e  sh a re  of se rv ic e  (non-productive) b ranches is 

s m a lle r . A ltogether not quite one six th  of the econom ically  active pop­

u lation is  em ployed in  the field of p erso n a l, housing, health  and cu l­

tu ra l s e rv ic e s , as  well as  in public adm in istra tion , fu r th e r in o ther
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se rv ic e s . However, the demand for lab o u r-fo rc e  has been in creasin g  

la te ly  at a h ig h er-th an -av erag e  ra te  in these  b ranches.

Active earners by national economic branches 
January 1st, 1973

Of the d ifferen t national econom ic b ranches the m ajo rity  of 

perso n s em ployed a re  fem ales (63 o r 59 per cent respective ly ) in trad e  

and o ther b ran ch es, how ever, the m ajo rity  of active e a rn e rs  a re  m ales, 

although the sh a re  of fem ales is a lso  sign ificant e. g. 44 p e r cent in the 

industry. F o r the tim e being m ainly because of the techn ical conditions, 

re la tiv e ly  few jobs a re  available for the fem ales in construc tion  and 

tra n sp o r t.

The m ajo rity  of active e a rn e rs  (95 p e r cent) a re  em ployed by 

the e n te rp r is e s  and in stitu tions belonging to the so c ia lis t se c to r within
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th is  m ore  than two th ird s  belong to the s ta te  se c to r  and m ore  than one 

q u a r te r  to the cooperative se c to r .

The d istribu tion  by type of em ploym ent is  c h a ra c te riz e d  by a 

s tro n g  overw eight of the em ployees, besid es  th is  one fifth of the active 

e a rn e r s  a re  m em b ers  of p ro d u c e rs ' and a g r ic u ltu ra l cooperatives (in­

cluding a lso  the fam ily h e lp e rs  of the a g r ic u ltu ra l cooperative m em ­

b e rs )  while the jo in t sh a re  of se lf  em ployed c ra ftsm en , shopkeepers, 

independent fa rm e rs  and th e ir  fam ily m em b ers  am ounts to 3 p e r cent.

Beyond the 5 m illion  61 thousand ac tive e a rn e rs  working in the 

H ungarian national econom y som e fu rth e r 12 thousand perso n s a re  en­

gaged ab road  within the fram ew ork  of in te rn a tio n a l labour cooperation, 

reg u la ted  by c o n tra c ts .

51 p e rc e n t  of the population, n ea rly  54  m illion  perso n s a re  in ­

ac tive e a rn e rs  and dependants of which 1. 6 m illion  a re  in working age, 

the r e s t  is  m ade up p a r tly  by ch ild ren  and p a r tly  by perso n s beyond r e ­

tire m e n t age. Of the 1. 6 m illion  working age but econom ically  inactive 

p e rso n s , 580 thousand a re  pupils and students of p rim a ry , secondary  

schoo ls, spec ia lized  and vocational schools, u n iv e rs itie s  and colleges 

a t the d ay -co u rse s , fu r th e r  185 thousand a re  fem ales on leave for 

c h i ld 's  c a re . The r e s t  of the working age but econom ically  inactive 

population is  constitu ted  by housew ifes and handicapped p e rso n s.
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VI. POPULATION PROJECTION

In Hungary population p ro jec tions have been p re p a re d  since 

1948, they d iffer from  each o ther in re sp e c t of the base-population , and 

the assum ptions m ade about the fu ture course  of m o rta lity , fe rtility  

and m igration .

The fo rm e r population p ro jec tions  w ere p ra c tic a lly  sim ple 

ex trapo lations of the c u rre n t population p ro c e sse s  so m uch, how ever, 

they w ere d ifferen t from  "m echan ical"  p ro jec tions that the fu ture f e r ­

tility  and m o rta lity  leve ls  satisfy ing  p e rsp ec tiv e  re q u irem en ts  w ere de ­

te rm in ed  a f te r  ca re fu l consideration  of the population v a r ia b le s . In ge­

n e ra l, ave rages of ag e -sp ec if ic  fe r ti li ty  and m o rta lity  ra te s  of two ca ­

lendar y e a rs  w ere used  in the ca lcu lations.

P ro jec tio n s  have been p re p a re d  since 1957 with the so -ca lled  

"component-method,". The m ain idea of p ro jec tions  based  in the com ­

ponent m ethod is  the calcu lation  o f the num ber of su rv iv o rs  on the basis  

of the expected ag e -sp ec if ic  m o rta lity  ra te s  and the calculation of the 

fu ture expected num ber of b ir th s  in view of the size  of the fem ale pop­

u lation in ch ildbearing  age and the expected age-specific  fe r ti li ty  ra te s . 

In genera l, one assum ption  is  applied to the expected tren d  of m o rta lity  

and se v e ra l ones to fe r tility .

The p ro jec tions  a t national level have been p re p a re d  recen tly  

for ca lendar y e a rs  with b reak-dow ns by individual ages and sex. The
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calcu lations have been c a r r ie d  out on com puter with a p rog ram  p re ­

p a red  on the b asis  of a m ethodology of the CSO D em ographic R esearch  

In stitu te .

Determining the expected level of mortality

In o rd e r  to fo rm ula te  an assum ption  concerning the future 

cou rse  of m o rta lity , the base level had to be es tab lished  i. e. the age- 

specific  m o rta lity  ra te s  on which the fu rth e r calcu lations a re  based.

Of the various death ra te s  ca lcu lated  with, d ifferen t m ethods 

the m ost su itab le ones for the ca lcu lations w ere the generation  death 

ra te s .  T hese indicate the p robab ility  of death during a ca lender y e a r  of 

p e rso n s  a live a t the age X on the f i r s t  day of tha t y ea r.

In p ro jec tions  p re p a re d  a f te r  1957 changing m o rta lity  ra te s  

w ere assum ed  on the b asis  of the evidence that H ungarian m o rta lity  had 

been declining over the past two decades and a t p re se n t i t  m ay be r e ­

garded  as average  by E uropean s tan d ard s . The decline was of d ifferent 

m agnitude in the d ifferen t age groups, being la rg e r  in the younger ones 

and hard ly  observab le  in the o lder ones. T h ere fo re , when pro jec ting  

m o rta lity  fo r a longer period  the d ifferen t tre n d s  of m o rta lity  in the 

d iffe ren t age groups have to be taken into account.

A spec ia l m ethod was applied to dete rm ine  the values of qo on 

the b a s is  of the c h a ra c te r is tic s  of infant m o rta lity  in Hungary.

Changes in the fertility level

P ro jec tin g  changes in the fe r tility  level is  a m uch m ore  com ­

p lica ted  prob lem  than p ro jec ting  m o rta lity . In view of the d ifficu lties
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asso c ia ted  with p ro jec ting  fu ture fe r ti li ty  leve ls  vario u s  assum ptions 

have been in troduced.

The fu tu re  and p re se n t level of fe r tility  have been m ea su red  in 

te rm s  of g ro ss  rep roduction  ra te .

F o r p ro jec ting  fe rtility , fe r ti li ty  ra te s  for each individual age 

a re  re q u ired . E very  ag e -sp ec if ic  fe r ti li ty  in te rm ed ia te  ra te  between 

two leve ls  of g ro ss  rep roduction  ra te s  was es tim ated  with in terpo la tion .

The final data of the population census c a r r ie d  out on 1st J a ­

nuary , 1970 as well as the expected effec ts of m e a su re s  adopted on the 

b as is  of population policy concepts fo rm ula ted  in the m eantim e and of 

those to be taken in the fu ture m ade it im p era tiv e  in 1973 to p re p a re  

new population p ro jec tio n s .

The tab les p re se n t the sum m ary  data of the th re e  v a ria n ts  de­

noted "7 3 /I . " ;7 3 /II."  and "73 /III. " . As fo r the re su lts  these  m ay be

re g ard e d  as "low ", "m edium " and "high" v a r ia n ts .

The p ro jec tions have been p re p a re d  by sex fo r the ca lendar

y e a rs .

The assum ptions underly ing  the individual p ro jec tions have 

been e labo ra ted  by a com m ittee consisting  of the experts  of the D em o­

graphic R esea rch  In stitu te , the D epartm ent of Population S ta tis tic s  of 

the CSO and the P e rsp e c tiv e  P lanning D epartm ent of the N ational 

Planning Office.

Com putations concerning the v arious assum ptions have been 

c a rr ie d  out by the Computing C en tre  on a com puter ICL SYSTEM. 4-70 

Type.
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T h e  b a s i c  a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t i o n  v a r i a n t s

Variant "73/1. " B asic  population: p re s e n t- in -a re a  (de facto) popula-

tion on 1st January , 1972.

M ortality : the ac tual ag e -sp ec ific  m o rta lity  ra te s  of 

1970 rem a in  unchanged up to 2000.

F e rtility : the ac tual ag e -sp ec ific  fe r tility  ra te s  of 

1970 rem a in  unchanged up to 2000.

Variant "73/11. " B asic  population: p re s e n t- in -a re a  population on 1st

January , 1973.

M ortality : sam e as fo r V arian t "73 /1 ."

F e rtility : the ag e -sp ec if ic  fe rtility  ra te s  of 1971 

w ere changed from  y e a r- to -y e a r  up to 

1990. In th is p ro c ess  the effects of m e a s ­

u re s  to be taken in the n e a r  future on the 

b as is  of population policy  concepts adopt­

ed by the P a r ty  and the G overnm ent which 

a re  expected to in c re a se  the num ber of 

b ir th s  and fu r th e r the y ea r-to -y ear changes 

in the age com position of fem ales in ch ild ­

b ea rin g  age.

Variant "73/III. " B a s ic  population: sam e as fo r V arian t "7 3 /1 ."

M ortality : sam e as for V arian t "73/1. "

F e rtility : accord ing  to th is assum ption  fe r tility  w ill 

in c re a se  in the fu ture and w ill atta in , 

s tag e -b y -s tag e  the v a rio u s  p as t ac tual 

le v e ls .

141



The various stage and fe r tility  leve ls  

a re  as follows:

F e r til i ty  level of 1971 for the period  1972-1976 

F e r ti l i ty  level of 1968 for the period  1977-1982 

F e r ti l i ty  level of 1958 for the period  1983-2000.

E x tern a l m ig ra tion  i. e. the net balance of em ig ra tion  and im ­

m ig ra tion  was excluded from  the calcu lations because of i ts  negligible 

s ize .

Expected future population trends and levels of some selected 
vital statistical indicators

If the assum ptions of the V arian t "7 3 /1 ."  a re  re a liz e d  i. e. the 

fe r tility  and m o rta lity  ra te s  rem a in  unchanged up to 2000, due to the 

s tru c tu ra l com position the population would be in c reas in g  up to 1985 

and i t  would re ach  the level of 10 639.6 thousand p e rso n s . In the sub ­

sequent y e a rs , how ever, the population of the country would be g radu ­

ally  declining. A round the tu rn  of the cen tury  the ra te  of decline would 

re ach  11 thousand p e r annum . The o ther two assum ptions im ply a con­

s tan t grow th of the population but a t d ifferen t ra te s .
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Projection of the population of Hungary 
(1972-2001)

a /  C ensus data.

The ageing of the population can be observed  in  case  of a ll 

th ree  v a ria n ts .

It is  c h a ra c te r is t ic  for the population py ram id  that the la rg e s t 

cohorts borne in 1953-54 w ill reach  the age of re tire m e n t by the tu rn  of
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the cen tury . The lo ss  of b irth s  caused  by the F ir s t  W orld W ar w ill 

com pletely  d isappear.

Expected percentage distribution of the male and female 
population by selected age groups

The num ber of live  b irth s  ca lcu lated  on the b as is  of d ifferen t 

assum ptions v a r ie s  between the figu res 132.4 and 171.4 thousand. Con­

sequently , they m ay be re g ard e d  as the m ost likely  upper and low er l i ­

m its  of the num ber of live  b ir th s .

It is  a consequence of the ageing of the population that the 

crude m o rta lity  ra te s  w ill be g radually  in creas in g .

Expected crude live birth and death rates for Hungary 
(per thousand)
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R e g i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n  p r o j e c t i o n s

Two kinds of reg iona l population p ro jec tions have been p re ­

pared : one fo r B udapest, the o ther towns and v illag es , and the o ther one 

for each of the 19 counties.

P ro jec tio n s  for the population of the towns and v illages have 

been p re p a re d  for the period  1966-1981 at five y ea r p e rio d s . The age- 

spec ific  death ra te s  for towns and v illages w ere g radually  reduced  up 

to 1981 a t the sam e ra te  as in case  of the national p ro jec tion . The num ­

b e r  of those to be borne in the fu ture w ere es tim ated  with vary ing  b irth  

ra te s  for every  five y e a r  p eriod . In case  of m ig ra tion  the balance of 

perm anen t m ig ra tion  was taken into account. Im m igration  into Budapest 

was taken a t a constant level and for the im m igra tion  into the county 

towns two v a ria n ts  w ere p re p are d : assum ing  constan t im m igra tion , and 

assum ing  in c re as in g  im m igration  according to the p revailing  tren d s .

In case  of p ro jec tions by counties, for the p ro jec tion  of the 

m o rta lity  leve l the counties have been c la ss if ie d  into 5 groups, and for 

the p ro jec tion  of the fe r ti li ty  into 7, and uniform  ra te s  have been e s ­

tab lished  for these  groups. F o r the estim ation  of net m ig ra tion  the Na­

tional P lanning Office provided som e benchm ark  inform ation , by con­

s id e rin g  the p e rsp ec tiv e  labour re q u irem en ts , as well as the actual 

tren d s  in m ig ra to ry  m ovem ents observed  in the p reced ing  y e a rs . This 

gave an indication of the n ec ess ity  w hether to reduce or in c re a se  the 

w orking age population in the individual counties. The num ber and age 

s tru c tu re  of inactive p e rso n s partic ip a tin g  in m ig ra tion  have been e s ­

tim a ted  together with those a t working ages on the b as is  of m ig ra to ry  

s ta t is tic s  of p receding  y e a rs .
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VII. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
OF POPULATION TRENDS AND POLICY

Many prob lem s of econom ic and so c ia l im plications of popula­

tion growth have been d iscussed  in the preced ing  ch ap te rs . T herefo re , 

in the subsequent chap ters  som e sum m ary  re s u lts  of the fam ily planning 

and b ir th  contro l su rveys and the m ain population policy m e a su re s  in 

Hungary w ill be d iscussed .

Family planning and birth control surveys

Nowadays the num ber of ch ild ren , the s ize  of the fam ily is  de ­

te rm in ed  b asica lly  by the decisions of the p a ren ts . T h ere fo re , conven­

tional so u rc es  of data of dem ographic an a ly sis , such as v ita l s ta tis tic s  

and population censuses have to be supplem ented by new types of in fo r­

m ation in case  of fe r tility  an a ly sis . F o r  a su rvey  of the p re se n t s itu a ­

tion, for determ ining  the p revailing  tren d s  and for e s tim ating  the fu ture 

it  is n e c e ssa ry  to analyse also  views concerning the expected num ber 

of ch ild ren , as well as a ttitudes tow ards fam ily planning and b ir th  con­

tro l, and data on b irth  con tro l p ra c tice .

The f i r s t  sam ple su rveys on these sub jects have been c a rr ie d  

out by the C en tra l S ta tis tica l Office in 1958-1960. The f i r s t ,  pilot s u r ­

vey included 6 732 fem ales living in the d ifferen t p a r ts  of the country. 

The fertility , fam ily  planning and b ir th  con tro l su rvey  based  on that P i ­
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lo t su rvey  was c a rr ie d  out in w in ter of 1965-66 and covered  8 800 m a r ­

r ied  fem ales in rep roductive  age, 5 per cent of the to ta l 15-49 y ea r old 

m a rr ie d  fem ale population.

Sim ultaneously with th is  a longitudinal su rvey  of m a rr ia g e s  

was in itia ted  in  1966, based  on a sam ple of 4 662 couples who conclud­

ed m a rr ia g e  in 1966. Data w ere co llec ted  from  each p a rty  sep a ra te ly  

by the r e g is t r a r  when re p o rtin g  to the m a rr ia g e  cerem ony. T here w ere 

a lso  questions re la te d  to fam ily  planning. In o rd e r  to en su re  continuous 

observation  the in terv iew s w ere repea ted  in D ecem ber, 1969, and fol­

lowed by ano ther one in N ovem ber-D ecem ber, 1972, with the sam e fe ­

m ales .

A ccording to the findings of the basic  fam ily planning survey  

of 196 5-66 47 p e r  cent of m a rr ie d  fem ales had definite view s concern ­

ing the s ize  of the fam ily  before  concluding m a rr ia g e . The planned 

average  num ber of ch ild ren  was 2.1 som ew hat sm a lle r  than in the s u r ­

vey of 1958-60 when the sam e figure  was 2.3.

T here  is  an in v e rse  re la tio n  between the age of the fem ale and 

h e r  a ttitude tow ards fam ily  planning which suggests  that the idea of fa ­

m ily  planning has been becom ing g en era l v e ry  rap id ly  among fem ales 

befo re  m a rr ia g e  over the la s t  th re e  decades. T h e  sh a re  of p lanners 

was 68 p e r  cent in the 15-19 y e a r old population and 39 p e r  cent in the 

45-49 y e a r  old population. The planned num ber of ch ild ren  shows a r e ­

v e r s a l  pa tte rn : it  was on average 1.96 - 1.98 for the two youngest five 

y e a r  age groups and 2.49 fo r the 45-49 y e a r  old fem ales.

The sh a re  of p lanners v a r ie s  strong ly  in re sp e c t of the socio ­

econom ic situation  and cu ltu ra l leve l. N early  two th ird s  of fem ales with 

non-m anual occupations planned the num ber of th e ir  ch ild ren  before 

m a rr ia g e  and th is sh a re  is  only 35 p e r cent in  ag r ic u ltu re  and 46 p e r 

cent fo r the n o n -a g ricu ltu ra l m anual occupations.
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Econom ically  active fem ales a re  m ore  conscious in th is field 

than the inactive ones. D ifferences a re  even la rg e r  in re sp e c t of the 

cu ltu ra l and educational level.

D ifferences in the planned num ber of ch ild ren  a re  le s s  explicit 

among the socio -econom ic groups. The planned average num ber of 

ch ildren  for the above groups a re  2 .17; 2.21 and 2. 09, re sp ec tiv e ly .

Views and opinions concerning the num ber of ch ild ren  w ere 

approached in th ree  asp ec ts  by the su rvey . The question and the a v e r ­

aged figures of the re p lie s  a re  p re sen ted  below:

The ideal num ber of children  

ir re sp e c tiv e  of the p re sen t

conditions of the responden ts 2.41

How m any child ren  would you like

to have if you w ere to s ta r t

m a rr ie d  life  again (re tro sp ec tiv e

num ber of ch ildren): 2. 22

How m any ch ild ren  does a la rg e

fam ily have: 5. 12

A ccording to the longitudinal su rvey  84. 6 p e r cent of fem ales 

who concluded m a rr ia g e  in 1966 re p o rted  to have plans with re g a rd  to 

the num ber of th e ir  ch ildren  before the m a rr ia g e , at the sam e tim e the 

average num ber of ch ildren  planned was 1. 90.

P lans  fo rm ula ted  th ree  and six  y e a rs  la te r  w ere ind icated  by 

the sam e fem ales during the in terv iew s repea ted  in 1969 and 1972 when 

the num ber of ch ildren  wanted was given ap a rt from  those living. Dif-
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fe rences  observed  e a r l ie r  for the individual age groups fu r th e r in­

c rease d  in the period  1969-1972. The planned num ber of children in the 

youngest age groups was continuously in c reasin g  and by 1972 on aver ­

age it was som ew hat above two (2. 02). In co n tra s t the num ber of child ­

ren  planned by fem ales belonging to the two o ldest age groups e sp e c ­

ia lly  by those aged 35-39 y e a rs  in 1966 show considerab le  d ec rease  as 

com pared  to the figu res th ree  y e a rs  e a r l ie r  and the num ber of children  

(living and desired ) of fem ales at the end of the reproductive age (aged 

40-45 y e a rs  in 1972) was on average  1.87.

F am ily  planning su rveys covered a lso  p rob lem s of b irth  con­

tro l  a ttitudes and those of m ethods and p ra c tice  of contraception . A c­

cording to the findings of the 1966 survey  the sh are  of m a rr ie d  fem ales 

in rep roductive  age not p rac tic ing  b irth  con tro l is 18. 5 p e r cent. The 

sh a re  of fem ales regu la ting  the num ber of b irth s  by contraception  is 

25 .6 , by induced abortion  4. 2 p e r  cent. The sh a re  of those applying 

both m ethods is 43 .8  p er cent. A ccording to the various inform ation 

re g is te re d  on the questionnaires 7.9 p e rc e n t of fem ales in reproductive 

age m ay be re g ard e d  as s te r ile .

A la rg e r  p a r t of those questionned in the course  of the survey 

did nothing to lim it b irth s  in the y ea r the m a rr ia g e  was concluded, how­

ever. a f te r  a few y e a rs  the sh a re  of con tracep to rs  was a lready  above 

70 p e r  cent.

Data on induced abortion  com plete the p ic tu re  p resen ted  by 

fam ily planning sam ple su rv ey s. A fter the legalization  of induced ab o r­

tion in 1956 th e ir  num ber was gradually  in c reas in g  up to 1969. In the 

la s t th ree  y e a rs , a decline has taken place but even so, n ea rly  half, 

49 p e r cent of the to ta l p regnancies ended with an induced abortion . In 

1972 the num ber of induced abortions was 178 000 which was 66 per 

thousand 15-49 y e a r old fem ales and 117 per 100 live b irth s .
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It is  rem ark ab le  that the re la tiv e  frequency of induced ab o r­

tions is  the h ighest in the age group 25-29 y e a rs  which ind ica tes that 

fem ales re c o u rse  to th is m ethod m ainly a f te r the b irth  of the f i r s t  child. 

The ra te  is  re la tiv e ly  high also  for the age group 30-34. It is r e g re t t ­

able that th is frequency is  in creasin g  for the fem ales under 20.

With the dangers of induced abortions widely known it is  an 

im portan t objective in Hungary to prom ote the application of o ra l con­

trac ep tiv es .

The socio-econom ic changes taken place a f te r  the Second 

W orld W ar have streng thened  the declining tren d  of fe rtility  p revailing  

a lread y  for decades. The live b irth  ra te  declined below 20 p e r thousand 

already  in 1938 then a f te r  the Second W orld W ar in the la te  1940s it 

s ta r te d  in c reas in g  tem p o ra rily . However, in the ea rly  1950s another 

decline se t in. The G overnm ent considered  feasib le to stop any fu rth e r 

decline in fe r tility  by taking sev e re  ad m in is tra tiv e  m ea su res  against 

induced abortion. These m ea su res  w ere su ccessfu l in ra is in g  tem po­

ra r i ly  the live b irth  ra te  for a sh o rt period . Since these  adm in istra tive  

effo rts  aim ed at ra is in g  fe rtility  w ere not supported  by adequate fi­

nancial and health  m ea su res  and a lso  by o thers  which could have shap ­

ed the a ttitudes of society , the in c re a se  in the live b irth  ra te  proved to 

be sho rt lived. In the ea rly  1960s a carefu lly  considered  long te rm  pop­

ulation policy in teg ra ted  with the genera l socia l and econom ic policy 

was taking shape. The m ain c h a ra c te r is tic  of th is population policy is 

ra is in g  the num ber of b ir th s  i . e .  fe rtility  and possib ly  gradually  

elim inating  d is to rtio n s  in the age s tru c tu re . The population policy aim s 

to achieve the ta rg e t of 2 .4  - 2 .4  ch ildren  on average p e r fam ily ne ­

c e s sa ry  for reproduction , by reducing financial burdens connected with 

bringing up ch ildren  and also  through financial and socia l support of 

fam ilies with ch ildren . A part from  the above m entioned basic  ta rg e ts
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population policy co n sid ers  it  a lso  an im portan t objective to c rea te  a 

re sponsib le  dem ographic behaviour among the population: sp read ing  the 

m odern , effic ien t m ethods of b irth  con tro l and reducing the num ber of 

induced abortions because of th e ir  p rob lem atic  im pact on the health  of 

both the m other and the child.

The Hungarian dem ographers a re  aw are of the various different 

fa c to rs , which a re  preconditions of the re a liza tio n  of the population 

policy ta rg e ts . T h erefo re , when form ulating the long te rm  population 

policy the m ain concern  is  to en su re  the g radual and com plex re a liz a ­

tion of these  fac to rs .

Both the H ungarian and foreign  experiences prove that the in ­

fluence of ad m in is tra tiv e  m e a su re s  is  tem p o ra ry  and only financial and 

o ther econom ic as well as health  policy m ea su res  and those influencing 

the thinking of people m aybe expected to help rea liz in g  the dem ographic 

ob jec tives. This is the b as ic  concept that dom inates H ungarian popula­

tion policy and m e a su re s , especia lly  G overnm ent decisions of the r e ­

cent past have been m ade in th is sp ir it .

In Hungary society  con tribu tes in m any re sp e c ts  to the ex­

penses of bringing up ch ild ren  (m aintaining k in d erg a rten s , n u rs e r ie s , 

free  of charge attendance of schoo ls, subsid izing  c e rta in  a r tic le s  of 

consum ption, e t c . ) how ever, having m ore  ch ild ren  m eans such con­

s id e ra b le  expenses which s trong ly  lim it the financial p o ss ib ilitie s  of 

the fa m ilie s . The living s tandard  of fam ilies  is  d irec tly  dependent on the 

num ber of ch ild ren  they have. F am ilie s  with la rg e  num ber of children 

have a re la tiv e ly  low er living standard  even if the econom ically  active 

m em b ers  a re  doing b e tte r .

One of the in s tru m en ts  of reducing the financial burdens of fa ­

m ilie s  bringing  up ch ild ren  is  the fam ily allow ance. The am ount of the
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allow ance has been s tead ily  in c reas in g  in Hungary over the past twenty 

y e a rs  and the r a is e s  in troduced in 1972 and 1973 im proved  the condi­

tions m ainly of fam ilies  with th ree  o r m ore  ch ild ren  but not to the ex­

ten t to ex e rt a. d ire c t influence on population growth, because they co­

vered  only p a r t of the o v er-ex p en ses  of fam ilies  on ch ild ren . A p a r tia l 

in c re ase  in the fam ily allow ance was decided by the G overnm ent in Oc­

tober- 1 9 73 .  This decision  w ill im prove m ainly the situation  of the fa ­

m ilies with two ch ild ren . A ccording to th is  the fam ily allow ance paid in 

case of two ch ild ren  w ill be one th ird  higher than e a r l ie r  and it will 

reach  25 p e r cent of the average  wage of the w orkers and em ployees. 

The fam ily allow ance w ill be so in c re ased  in the subsequent y e a rs , that 

it could induce fam ilies  to have th ree  children .

The population position  is  m ore  successfu lly  prom oted: by the 

benefit fo r c h i ld 's  ca re  in troduced  in 1967. This m akes it  possib le  for 

econom ically  ac tive m o thers  to re ce iv e  a benefit of 25 p e r  cent of h e r 

s a la ry  and to rem a in  on leave up to the age of 3 of h er child. The am ount 

of the benefit has been so fa r independent of the p a rity  of the child. 

F rom  January  1974 on it w ill be p ro g re ss iv e  and dependent on w hether 

the m other goes on leave to ca re  for the f i r s t ,  second or th ird  child. 

The changes in the system  of the benefit for c h ild 's  ca re  im p lies that in 

case of the th ird  child its  am ount m ay reach  nea rly  40 p e r cent of the 

average m onthly ea rn ings. About th re e  q u a r te rs  of the econom ically 

active m others  m ade use of th is opportunity  in 1972.

A fu rth e r financial a s s is ta n c e  is  the m atern ity  allowance and 

the free  of charge supply of baby outfit the to ta l am ount of which is 

2 500 F o rin ts  som ew hat m ore  than the average m ounthly wage in 1972.

The ca re  of the p a ren ts  is  p a rtly  a llev ia ted  by a new decree  

according to which a m other in em ploym ent m ay stay  home on paid sick- 

leave in case h er child becom es ill, without lim ita tion  up to the age of
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one of the child. F ro m  Jan u ary  1st, 1974 in case the child is  ill the 

m other m ay be on s ick -leav e  for 60 days up to the age of 3 of the child 

and for 30 days between 4-6 y e a rs . Beyond these a m other is  en titled  

to have plus two days of paid leave in c a se  of having one child under 14, 

5 days in case  of two ch ild ren  under 14, and if she has th ree  or m ore 

ch ild ren  under 14 she m ay have plus 9 days of paid leave every  y ea r.

A considerab le  p a r t of those in em ploym ent takes p a r t  in ho li­

days o rganized  e ith e r by the trad e  unions o r by the e n te rp r is e s . F a ­

m ilie s  with m ore  ch ild ren  enjoy p rio r ity  in these  cases.

S im ilarly  p r io r ity  is given to fam ilies  with m ore  ch ildren  in 

the d istribu tion  of newly bu ilt fla ts . Since founding a fam ily m eans con­

s id e rab le  expenses fo r the couples, house o r fla t building and p u rc h a s ­

ing, as  well as its  furnish ing  will be a s s is te d  by long te rm  c red its , 

g ran ted  under favourable conditions.

Institu tions which ca re  for the infants and ch ild ren  during the 

day a lso  se rv e  for the re a liza tio n  of population policy objectives since 

they have been c rea ted  to help working m o th ers  with se v e ra l ch ild ren . 

These in stitu tions can be divided into th ree  groups depending on the age 

of ch ild ren  they ca re  for; 1/ N u rse rie s : for ch ild ren  under 3 y e a rs  of 

age; 2 / K indergartens; for the p re -sch o o l ch ild ren  above 3 y e a rs  of 

age; 3 / D ay-tim e hom es of p rim a ry  schools; for pupils of 6-14 y e a rs  

of age at p r im a ry  schoo ls. In 1972 n ea rly  10 p e r cent of children  under 

3 could be accom m odated in the n u rs e r ie s . The co rresponding  figures 

fo r the o ther two age groups w ere 55 and 81 p e r cent, re sp ec tiv e ly .

The netw ork of in stitu tions for ch ild 's  ca re  w ill be so extend­

ed in the n e a r fu ture that a ll children  at p re -sch o o l age w ill be accom ­

m odated in k in d erg arten s  and the num ber of ch ildren  to be accom m odat­

ed in  n u rs e r ie s  will a lso  be much h igher than i t  is  a t p re sen t.
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The quality  of com m erc ia l goods fo r ch ild ren  w ill be im prov ­

ed, th e ir  v a rie ty  in c re a se d  and the p ric e  subsidy w ill be m aintained 

also  in the fu ture .

V arious labour and labour law m e a su re s  ensu re  the in c re ased  

p ro tec tion  of pregnant women. The fu ture m others  a re  en titled  to a m a­

te rn ity  leave of five m onths with full pay. In o rd e r to in c re a se  the p ro ­

tection  of the pregnan t woman and the baby an in c re a se  in the com pul­

so ry  p re -n a ta l leave is  planned.

E very  pregnan t woman is en titled  to a t le a s t six  fre e  of charge 

m ed ica l consultations a t the national health  se rv ic e . 98 and 99 p e r cent 

of pregnan t fem ales re p o rt to such consu lta tions.

It is  being ensu red  that adequate quan tities and a wide varie ty  

of a n t i-s te r il i ty  m edicam ents and o ra l con tracep tives be availab le .

In Hungary th e re  a re  a t p re se n t two com bined types of o ra l 

con tracep tives availab le; and som e 11 p e r cent of the 17-49 y e a r  old 

fem ales used  o ra l con tracep tives to p reven t pregnancy in the f i r s t  half 

of 1973. The p rocedu re  of p re sc rib in g  o ra l con tracep tives has changed 

as com pared  to the p ra c tice  of the p reced ing  y e a rs . While up to 30th 

Septem ber 1973 only gynaecologists of am bulatory  c lin ics w ere en titled  

to p re sc r ib e  con tracep tives a f te r a lengthy p ro ced u re , from  1st O cto­

b e r , 197 3 on, every  N ational Health Insu rance doctor and facto ry  m e ­

d ical consultant has the rig h t to p re sc r ib e  con tracep tives a f te r  the m ost 

n e c e ssa ry  routine investigation .

Since 1956 th e re  is  a legalized  abortion  system  in Hungary. A c­

cordingly, up to the f i r s t  th ree  m onths of pregnancy abortion  was p e r ­

m itted  in case  of every  fem ale ir re sp e c tiv e  of m otive on which the 

p regnan t fem ale req u es ted  it, o r w hether she w ished to give any reaso n . 

E vidences of m ore  than 15 y e a rs  prove that the com pletely  legalized
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abortion  system  is  p ro b lem a tic . It r e ta rd s  the sp re ad  of the m odern 

b ir th  con tro l m ethods and m ay lead  to irre sp o n s ib le  behaviour in the 

field  of fam ily planning. M oreover, induced abortion, especia lly  if it  

is done repeated ly  and with trad itio n a l m ethods, endangers the health 

of the m other and of the subsequent ch ild ren . In Hungary, about  one 

tenth  of live born  babies a re  p re m a tu re  (under 2 500 g ram s of weight), 

which can p a rtly  be explained by the fact that induced abortion have, 

since  many y e a rs , a leading ro le  among b irth  con tro l m ethods.

In o rd e r to p ro tec t the health  of the m other and to im prove the 

life p ro sp ec ts  of infants it has becom e n e c e ssa ry  to modify the com plet­

ely free  abortion  system  considering  at the sam e tim e that these  r e ­

s tr ic tiv e  m ea su res  should not lead to an in c re a se  in the num ber of i l ­

legal a b o r tio n s . lt should a lso  be noted that the num ber of induced ab o r­

tions has been gradually  declining over the recen t y e a rs , how ever, in 

sp ite  of that the abortion  ra te  and the abortion  ra tio  w ere s t i l l  e x tre ­

m ely high in 1972. The num ber of abortions p e r 100 live b irth s  was 117, 

and the ra te  p e r 1 000 women in ch ildbearing  age was 67.

F rom  1st January  1974 new ru le s  will be in troduced  in the r e ­

gulation of the p rac tice  of induced abortions. A ccording to the new 

ru le s , induced abortion is not p erm itted  in case of m a rr ie d  fem ales 

under 40 y e a rs , if the re q u es t is not adequately supported  by m edical 

and so c ia l rea so n s . C onsequently abortion will be pe rm itted  only if it 

is suggested  on m edical grounds, if the fem ale is  u n m arried  or lives 

sep a ra ted  or the pregnancy is  a re su lt  of a c rim ina l ac t. F u rth e r  r e a ­

sons: if the pregnant fem ale, o r her husband have no dwelling or she 

a lread y  has th ree  o r m ore ch ild ren  o r b irth s  o r she has two children 

living and had one fu rth e r delivery . In case of fem ales above 40 y ea rs  

the induced abortion  can be perfo rm ed  with no exception in every  case. 

Induced abortion m ay be p erm itted  a lso  in case of the th ird  pregnancy
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with two child ren  liv ing  if  the v iab ility  and fu tu re developm ent of the 

foetus is  or w ill be endangered. F u r th e r  the com m ittee m ay ag ree  on 

the abortion  if so c ia l conditions m o st em phatically  ca ll fo r it.

A pplications filed in for induced abortion  a re  sup erv ised  by a 

com m ittee of th re e  headed by a physician . In case  of re fu sa l an appeal 

lie s . The appeal is  hea red  before a com m ittee of five. In ca ses  when 

the abortion is  req u es ted  on m edical grounds o r  o th ers  perm itting  

abortion  without re se rv a tio n , the p e rm iss io n  m aybe g ran ted  by the head 

of com m ittee without the convocation of the com m ittee. A fte r the a b o r ­

tion is  perfo rm ed  the fem ale should be re g is te re d  as unable to work at 

le a s t for two days.

The su cc ess  of population policy re q u ire s  the re g u la r  in fo r ­

m ation of the population and the se tting  up of in stitu tions fo r prom oting 

knowledge on fam ily planning m ethods. T herefo re , they w ill be includ ­

ed in the schedules of the p rim a ry , and secondary  schools, and u n iv e r­

s it ie s ,  o r o ther in stitu tions of h igher education. Through m ass  m edia 

it  w ill be ensured  tha t fam ily planning will be brought over to such so ­

c ia l groups which a r e  in ac cess ib le  fo r the in stitu tionalized  education. 

By the help of the rad io , te lev ision  and the p re s s ,  every  e ffo rt w ill be 

m ade to c re a te  a public opinion which re sp e c ts  m otherhood and c o n tr i­

butes to a healthy cult of ch ild ren  i. e. to the popularization  of a fam ily 

type with th ree  ch ild ren .
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